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PREFACE, 


Courteous Reader, 


F the Courſe of the following Treatiſe, -I 


believe it will evidently appear, I have not 
aimed at vindicating any particular Se& gr 
Party; a Labyrinth which many Authors inſen- 
ſibly fall into when they are fond of diſplaying 


their own Opinions in Religion; and in order 
to avoid that Mountain of Contention, have ſtrove 


all that lay in my Power to write in Defence of 


the Truth, without having any Reſpect unto Perſons. 


And as the Cauſe is the Lord's, and it is his 
molt holy Trutb which I am now engag'd to defend, 
therefore my Hand is againſt every Man that mak, 
eth Oppoſition unto that bleſſed Principle. oo 


I do 
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POE at. I, „„ re: _ — 


1 vi 1 

I do not expect to eſcape the Cenſure of the 
World, or worldly People, whoſe Hearts are whol- 
7 intent upon getting the Poſeſſions thereof; eſ- 
pecially thoſe who make a Form and Profeſſion of 
Religion: for the fame Spirit ſtill ſubſiſts and re- 
mains now, as was permitted to appear in thoſe 
Profeſſors ſeventeen hundred Years ago; and they 
can no more bare the true Light now, than they 
could then; fer whenever it ſhines in others, it 
will condemn thoſe that fit in Darkneſs, and in 
Conſęquehce thexeof, they will- ęither join in the 
bright Illuminations of that bleffed Principle, and 
come cut of their dark Proceedings, otherwiſe 
they will perſecute it in thoſe wherever they ſee 
it appear, by reaſon they hate the Light, and 
love to Vi. it Darkneſs, becauſe 40 Deeds are 
Evil — e 


And as to the recommending a Profeſſor of this 
true Light (which will ſhine in his Life and Converſg- 
tion) ſo to ſteer his Courſe through this World, 
as not to offend: thoſe that remain in Darkneſs, is a 
Thing impoſſible; for the moſt prudent Perſon that 
ever was upon Earth, yet, could not do it: and 
the brighter this Light appears, the greater will 


be the Perſ:cution from the forma} Profeſſors ; 
neither will they be in Want of Tools and Inſtru- 
ments to carry on their wicked Deſigns, and quote 
the Law for their Juſtification : A remarkable In- 


' ſtance is left upon Record on that formal Trial, 2 
wherein it was ſaid, We bave a La, and 5 
our Law be ought to . | 2 


And with Re ard to the Contents of this Trea- 
tiſe, it is very likely there will be a Variety of Sen- 


4ments concerning it: and to write a Book with 
RO a De- 


a Deſign to pleaſe n 1 apprehend would. 
be a very difficult Taſk : therefore all the Fayour 
J defire is, that no one will Cenſure, or offer to, 


give J adgment againſt me, until they have firſt 
read, and maturely conſider'd the Contents of 


the following Sheets: and then if they will 


condemn me for acting in Obedience ung! the 
Commands of the Lord, and are reſolv'd to take 
up Stones againſt me; I humbly hope the Al- 
mighty will be pleas'd to Labret and ſtrengthen 
me, that I may patiently bear whatever He ſhall 
pleaſe to permit them to throw upon me. 


| I cannot well . without informing the 
Reader, that I think proper to employ John Lil. 
tel! for my Bookfeller, a poor Man, Who has 


been in Priſon; upwards of Eight Years, for the 


Non-payment of fixteen Shillingsz a Demand on 
him for Tithe for his Wind-mill : on which Account 
he has been cruelly uſed; particularly, during 
the Space of Four Years. and about Seven 
Months, while he was a cloſe Priſoner 1 in C Belm ford 
Goal. 


Peradventure it would be more to * Author's 
Advantage to have ſeveral Bookſellers in various 
Parts of the Town, for the Convenience of vend- 
ing a large Quantity of the Books; but as I do 
not ſeek my own Intereſt in this Publication, there- 
fore I intend this poor Man (whoſe Cruſe of Oil, 
and Barrel of Meal, hath been'oftentimes at a very 
low Ebb) ſhall have ſome Benefit by the Sale of this 
Book ; and thoſe who will not give themſelves the 
Trouble of ſending thither for it, I conclude, are 
not in Earneſt OWE reading it: therefore I ad- 

A — vide 


\ 


SS 


viſe all ſuch to lay out their Money untb better Aa 
vantage. But if any of the Honeſt and Sincere- 
hearted (unto whom alone this Appeal is directed) 
ſhould find themſelves inclined to ſhew any Favour 
unto the fore-mention'd Priſoner, it will be ** 
acceptable unto him, 


Who wiſheth Health and 
: Salvation unto all Mankind, 5 
 FOHNWEBS. 


N. B. If any Lain or NENT ES ſhould be wrote 
in Anſwer unto any Thing contain'd in this 
Book, unleſs the Author's Names are 
* thereto; I ſhall look upon all ſuch to 
ſpurious, -and not deſerve any farther. No- 
tice to be taken of them. 
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AP P E A 4 


UNTO THE 


Honeſt and Sincere-Hearted 
Among the PrOPLE called 
METHopisTs and QUAKERs. 


2 1 8 Friends and Brethren, 


is with ſome Degree of Concern that 
11 am obliged to addreſs you in this 
Manner, being apprehenſive that there 
. are others who are far more capable 
8 a Work of this Nature than myſelf. How- 
ever, as it ſeems at this Time to be my Lot, 
without making any farther Apology, I hope I 
ſhall chearfully comply with it, and leave the 
Conſequence unto him who ruleth all Things well. 
And as the Almighty doth not ſtand in Need of 
the Abilities and the Qualifications of Men to 
bring about his wiſe Ends and Purpoſes ; but on 
the contrary oftentimes makes Die of the fooliſh Things 
of this World, in Order to confound the Wiſdom of 
the Wiſe, that no Fleſh might glory in his Preſence : 
So likewiſe I hope no one will eſteem it any De- 
gree of Preſumption, if I contribute my Mite, in 
Order to remove thoſe Things which appear to me 
to be a very great Hindrance unto the Goſpel of 
- Suri, 
B In 


1 2 T TH 


In the Courſe of this Undertaking 1 I am appre- 
henſive I ſhall have a Neceſſity to ſpeak unto par- 
ticular Caſes; therefore it will be expedient to 
make the Application unto particular People: And 
for that Realon I ſhall take the Liberty af ad- 
dreſſing myſelf, firſt unto the People called Me- 
_ thodiſts in general: Whom [I have oftentimes viewed 
with ſome Degree of Compaſſion, becauſe they 
appear unto me like Sheep that are ſcattered a- 
bout on the dry Mountains of Profeſſion without 
a Shepherd, and for Want 6f that heavenly Guide 
which leads into all Truth (the true Shepherd) who 
ſtill goeth before bis Sheep, are ſubject to fall into 

rror and follow the Voice of Strangers; and this 
will always be the Conſequence when their Faith 
Stands in the W dom of Men and not in the Pawer 
of God. 

The learned Greeks are always very fond of this 
acquired Wiſdom, and very apt to ſet themſelves 
up for Expounders of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and 
like unto the Builders of Babs), they pull down 
with one Hand what they have built up with the 
other: And in Order to underſtand the Myſteries 
of the Goſpel, they tell you, That you ſhould be 
well acquainted with the original Languages which 
they were firſt wrote in; or at leaſt hear and fol- 
low him who underſtands theſe Languages; that 
he may explain thoſe Myſteries therein contained, 
and tell you the, different Sentiments of the 
Fathers, which layeth a Foundation to render 
themſelves very valuable in the Sight of the 
People. 

And while theſe wiſe Men are diſplayin their 
Talents in expounding and explaining theſe Myſ- 
teries, others are very zealous and like unto the 
fooliſh Fews of old, who laid, No Worſhip 0 

e 


{3 3] 
be right unleſs it was performed af Jeruſalem 
therefore they tell you It muſt be performed in 
ſome particular Form which differs from the o- 
thers only in the Ceremony: And while one is 
crying, Lo, here is Chriſt, another ſays, Lo, there 
be is, in that particular Form and Ceremony, which 
they call the Ordinances of God, and mult be care- 
fully and punctually obſerved, in Order to find 
him of whom Moſes and the Prophets did write. 
But the Saying of our Lord, when he ſpake un- 
to his Diſciples concerning thoſe who came in 
their own Name, ſaying, Lo, bere is Chriſt in the 

Deſert, &e. is very applicable to thoſe Men; 
therefore my beloved Friends, go not forth to 
meet them, or join in their Ceremonies, for what 
is to be made manifeſt of God is within you : 
And if you ſeek him in his ſpiritual Appearance, 
you will certainly find him without being deceived. - 
For the Hour cometh, and now ts, that whoſoever 
will worſhip the Father muſt worſhip him in Spi- 


rit and in Truth: Not in this Mountain or Ce- 


remony, neither in that Temple at Feruſalem; 
although the Form is ever ſo excellently com- 
piled. ee 3 5 
, I could wiſh you had more of the Power a- 
mong you, then leſs of the Form would ſuffice 
for it has been a Matter of Grief to me when 
I have viewed (according to the Light it hath 
pleaſed God to give me) the preſent Situation of 
the People called Methodiſts, who have divided 
and ſub-divided the Church of Chriſt into ſo 
many different Forms and Ceremonies, and from 
thence have ſprung ſuch a Variety of different 
Branches of Opinions, that it hath a very great 
Tendency to teach the People to lean upon fo 


% 


many broken Reeds: And it is no Wonder that 


*B:2 "TI 


| who, I make no 


3 
the ſeamleſs Garment of Chriſt is rent into fo many 
Pieces, when ſuch a numerous Sight of zealous 
| Men are only contending for the Shadows of true 
CA e eee 
Indeed ſome are ſo ſtrait- laced in their Opi- 
nions, and have ſuch narrow Conceptions of the 
Almighty's Love and Mercy, that they imagine 
he has provided a Saviour for a very little Part 
of Mankind; while the reſt of the human Species are 
left to themſelves without any Help or Aſſiſtance 
from God, and only tantalized with the Proffers of 
Salvation, when at the ſame Time they allow he 
has decreed from the Beginning of the World 
that they ſhould not accept of it: By which Means 
they make that loving, merciful, and all-wiſe Be- 
ing, far leſs Loving and Merciful than themſelves ; 
Fate, would be willing to ſave 
2 Soul from eternal Death and Deſtruction, ra- 
ther than it ſhould periſh everlaſtingly, although 
it ſhould not be within the Limits of that faving 
Decree : But at the fame Time ſo reſtrict the 
Almighty, that they will not allow him to be 
willing that any ſuch Soul ſhould be ſaved, there- 
fore has decreed to the. contrary from the Begin- 
ning of the World, without any Poſſibility of ob- 
taining any Means whereby he can eſcape the Dam- 
nation of Hell! O! miſerable and horrible Decree 
indeed! „ | VEE... 
While others are ſtrenuouſſy propagating the Al- 
mighty's Love to that Degree that they deſtroy 
his Juſtice, and take upon them ſuch a vain Con- 
fidence to aſſert, That all Mankind ſhall be ſaved; 
which infallibly deſtroys the Neceflity of Virtue 
and Holineſs. For when any unhappy Creature 
can work himſelf up into the Perſwaſion of ſuch 
a Belief, it becomes a very pleaſant Doctrine to 
" "Fleſh 


15! 

Fleſh and Blood, and opens a Door for the In- 
dulging of their luſtful Appetites in all the Plea- 
ſures of Sin, which are but for a Seaſon ; dream- 
ing that they are at once made meet to be Par- 
takers of that glorious Inheritance which alone is 
provided for the Saints in Light, till they drop into 
eternal Miſery, Me 7 
There are others under this Denomination, who 
are very clear from theſe Abſurdities, yet are not 
altogether free from religious Ceremonies, which 
they think needful to obſerve and teach their Fol- 
lowers. n f 3 ; | | „ 
I think it is beſt to ſpeak plain and intelligible, 
that I may not be miſunderſtood, therefore I mean 
Jobn and Charles Weſley, and all thoſe that adhere 
to that Doctiine which they teach, witk whom it is 
that I find Freedom to expoſtulate a little, be- 
cauſe I apprehend they have been of great Hin- 
drance unto the Goſpel. For when any religious 
Ceremony is impoſed upon the People, which is 
not eſſential to Salvation, it hath a natural Ten- 
dency to burthen them with thoſe Things which 
are no Ways neceſſary to promote their Progreſs 
im e qq r 
And firſt, they teach according to thoſe Words 
of the Evangeliſt, * He that believeth, and is bap- 
tized, ſhall be ſaved; but be that believeth not, 
all be damned. From whence they infer, it is 
highly neceſſary to be baptized with Water, con- 
cluding, that to be the Baptiſm which Mark there 
makes mention of. And although they will find 
themſelves greatly wanting in Chriſtian Charity 
to the reſt of Mankind, who differ from them 


in Opinions, if they confine theſe Words to 


Mark vi. 16. 


t 6 1 
Wer aten 1 by their Prece t and Ex- 
ample, according to tlie Principles of the Church 
of.» England (of which they are. very fond of be- 
ing eſteemed Members) they inadvertently fall into 
that uncharitable Way of thinking, and in the 
Form of Infant Bapfiſa, ſay — 1: is certainiy by 
God's Word that Children, which are baptized, dy 5 
ing before they commit aftual. Sin, are undoubtedly. 
ſaved; but leave us in great Uncertainty, about 
| thoſe poor Babes which die before they are bap- 
tized with Water. And as their narrow Concep- 
tions of the Almighty! s Love. leads them to-1ma- 
gine, that they are not received i into the Flock of 
Chriſt's Church (conſequently not in a State of 
Salvation) ſo likewiſe they cannot afford them 4 
Chriſtian Burial: And for this Reaſon the Curates 
of every Pariſh are ordered to admoniſn the Peo- 
ple that they defer not the Baptizing of their Chil- 
dren, leſt the dangerous Conſe ener 0 es ſaould enſue 
as above recited. / = 
Ol my F wiends, bear with me a little, wy I am 
much grieyed to ſee you led away with ſuch cun- 
ning and deviſed Fables, whi hath no F ouñ- 
dation in the Scriptures for ſuch a Ceremony to 
be impoſed on you: Neither is there the k | 
n of Alluſion for the Bap tizing of rw 
throughout the whole Wirges of \& Apoſtles, 
that are now in Being. And that very Portion OT 
Scripture which they quote out, of Mark to con- 
firm you in this Notion, is the greateſt Proof to 
the contrary For how abſurd ; is it to think, that the 
Diſciples 5 our Lord would have rebuked thoſe 
that brought young Children unto him, if there 
had been any ſuch Cuſtom as baptizing them. 
No; vithout doubt they would have encouraged 
them to come up in the Way of their Duty, in 


bringing 


171 


bringing their Children to be baptized. , But it 
is evident they were very great Strangers unto any 
ſuch Cuſtom in their Days, and that our Lord 
baptized thoſe that were brought unto him, or 
ordered them ſo to be, ſtill remains to be pro- 
ved; for there is as great Reaſon to believe that 
he commanded them to be circumciſed as to be 
baptized, therefore to ſpeak as favourably of it as 
T can, it is a human Invention, and a mere Contri- 
vance of Men, inſtituted by the Prieſts in Order 
to render themſelves the more valuable in the Sight 
of the People, that they may have the better Plea 
for their Maintenance. 
I ſhould not ſay fo much about this Ceremony, 
| if it had not been infinuated and impoſed upon 
weak, ignorant People, to be neceſſary to Salva- 
tion, whom they keep ever learning, but never 
permit them to be able to come at the Knowledge : 
& the Truth. 
And what a melancholy Situation are ſuch Peo- 
ple in, who live four or five Miles from the Prieſt 
when their Children are at the Point of Death and 
Have not been baptized ; for it is well known, 
that if poor People ſend for the Prieſt on ſuch 
Occaſions, they muſt expect to be waited on ac- 
cording to the common Practice of our modern 
Phyſicians, whoſe Speed and Attendance is gene- 
= governed in Proportion Eng to their 
a 
Without ſaying any Thing of thoſe in Africa, 
Aa and America, permit me to enquire what 
becomes of all thoſe Infants who die before this 
Ceremony is performed in the European Part of 
the World? Can we be ſo void of Charity as to 
fuppoſe that the Almighty's Love is thus con- 
fined unto theſe little innocent Creatures, ſo as 
B 4 to 


to ſhut them out of the Kingdom of Glory, 
becauſe they have not been ſo fortunate as to 
have been baptized when it is no Fault of 
theirs ? Neither is it in their Power to comply 
. „ 
If it ſhould be allowed that Infant Baptiſm is 
not neceſſary to Salvation! Then unto what Pur- 
ers are the People admoniſhed that they defer not 
bringing their Children to be baptized? Is it thro? 
a formal Way of being in the Faſhion? Or what 
other Cauſe can be aſſigned for the Continuance 
of this Ceremony, ſave that which I have before 
mentioned. 13 . | - 
I remember when I was aſked, Whether I would 
not have my Child baptized ? I anſwered, No; 
Yet notwithſtanding my Orders to the contrary, 
there was a well-meaning Man (whoſe Zeal for 
ſuch like Ceremonies oftentimes exceeded true 
Knowledge) took the Liberty of baptizing it 
with Water. I ſuppoſe he might think, That un- 
leſs it was ſo ſprinkled with Water, it could not 
be received into the Flock of Cbriſt's Church, and 
reap thoſe Benefits which are ſaid to be obtained 
by that Ceremony, otherwiſe he would have been 
very much to blame to encourage the Continuance 
of ſuch a Cuſtom in the Church, if he did not 
oy believe the Child received ſome Advantage 
y it. „ e 
It is true, 1 do not think that the throwing 
a little Water in a Child's Face will do it any 
Farm, neither do I think that making the Sign 
of the Croſs, is of any Signification to its Soul's 
Health; and if there is any Neceſſity for ſuch 
a Sign, methinks it will be the beſt Way to have 
4 Croſs painted on the Child's Forehead, that 
5 N 1 


it might appear viſible to the World, and fully 
anſwer the End intended thereby. | 
Peradventure it will be ſaid, There is no Ne- 
ceſſity for ſuch a Sign or Croſs on the Child. 
And I beg leave to add, that I think ſo too; 
and permit me to obſerve, That the Continuance 
of ſuch a ſtupid Ceremony is more becoming a 

| Romiſh Prieft than a Proteſtant Miniſter of the 
Goſpel. 7 3 
And as we have no great Cauſe to eſteem the 
Papal Authority, I take it for granted it will be 
allowed, That it is dangerous to introduce or con- 
tinue any Cuſtom or Ceremony in the Church, 
when it appears that there is no Neceſlity for it; 
| becauſe it is teaching for Dofirine the Command- 
ments of Men, and loading the Chriſtian Religion 
with endleſs Superſtitions, which ſo much burthens 
the honeſt Enquirers, that it oftentimes turneth 
them out of the Way to the New Jeruſalem. 
In my Opinion no Ceremony hath been of 

greater Hindrance unto the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
than the baptizing of Infants; becauſe it hath 
a Tendency to ſtop the Work of Regeneration, 
and teach the People fomething concerning being 

born again of Water and of the Holy Ghoſt (con- 
ſequently in a ſafe State) by which Means it is 
that the generality of Mankind go on ſo eaſy in 
their Minds, without being diſturbed about the 
great Work of their Salvation, and dream that 
they were made Chriſtians ſoon after the Day of 
their Natiyity. And according to this Rule, the 
Drunkard, the prophane Swearer, and the Adul- 
terer, have all a Plea to Chriſtianity, tor they have 
been baptized: And altho' they go on in a Courſe 
of Wickedneſs, yet ſtill are fed up with chime- 
rical Fancies that they have been born again at the 
I Time 


1 1s J 
Time nen they * - baptiz6d, which 18 the 


Foundation on l they build their Hope for 
an eternal Felicity with the e Halte in Light. Oh! 
dreadful and fatal Deluſion indeed! For God is 
of purer Eyes than to behbald Iniquity with Appro- 
bation, and without Holineſs, no Man ſhall fee 
him with any Degree of Comfort or Satisfac- 


tion. 


Now if this be true, What a ap Situstion 
are thoſe poor deluded Souls in who live without 
God in the World! And yet when they come to 
die, build their Hopes of Salvation on their havin 
been born again when they were baptized, a0 
thus launch out into Eternity in a State of Cor- 

ruption and Alienation from God our heavenly Fa- 
ther, without being created a- new in Righteouf. 

neſs, and ſealed with the Spirit of his Son Jeſus 

Chriſt, by whom alone we can come to the Fa- 
ther. Therefore let no one deceive himſelf; for 
F any Man have nat the Spirit of Cbri 4 be is none 
of —_ 

And let us nieder that his Name was call 
Jeſus, becauſe be ſhould ſave bis People from their . 
Sins: Not in their Sins as ſome Men vatnly think. And 
unleſs he doth ſave us from our Sins (here while we' 
are in this mortal Body) we are not his People, nei- 
ther will he fave us from the Conſequence of Sin 

hereafter, which is Death Eternal. For if it was 
| Poſſible that we could be admitted into the King» 
dom of Glory, while we are in this unregenerate 
State, Heaven itfelf would be a Place of Tor- 
ment unto us, becauſe out of Ckriſt, God is a con- 
ſuming Fire, and nothing that is unholy can ſtand 
in his Preſence. 

There is another Ceremony which you continue 


and recommend unto your Followers with a ** 
f 00 


E 


deal of Zeal; and according to the Principles and 
Practice of the Church you profeſs to be 
Members of, you tell the People how neceſſary 
it is to obſerve this Ceremony; intimating 
thereby, that in ſo doing they feed on the Body 
and Blood of our. Lord Jeſus, which is their ſpi- 
ritual Food and Suftenance in that boy Sacra. 
ment. £ 
And unto thoſe that delay coming titel the 

Prieſt is ordered to exhort the People 7o take good 
Heed, left their withdrawing tbemſelves from this 
boly Supper, provoke God's Indignation againſt them. 
What Authority you have to teach ſuch Doctrine 
as this, I know not. And from whence the Word 
Sacrament is gleaned up, and the Myſteries therein 
contained, I ſhould be glad to be informed, be- 
cauſe 1 do not find any ſuch Word in the Scrip- 
tures, neither can I learn of any ſuch Myſteries 
there revealed, which is faid to be found in this 
Ceremony, whereby they feed on th: Body and 
Blood of our Lord Fefus Chr: N, whioh is their ſpi- 
ritual Food and Sultenance in that holy Sacra- 3 
ment. 
Indeed J read that our Lott fad unto his Diſci- 
ples and Followers, and not only unto them, but 
unto all thoſe that profeſs the Chriſtian Religion, 
am the living Bread which came down from Hea- 
ven: If any Man eat of this Bread be ſhall live 
For ever. And again he ſaid Verily, verily, 

T ſay unto you, except ye eat the Fleſh of 7he Son of 
Man, and drink his Blood, ye have no Life in you. 
Whoſo eateth my. Fleſh, and inlet my Blood, hath 
eternal Life, and 7 will raiſe him up at the loft 


Day. 


* John vi. 51. | 


Now 
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Now I hope none of you will have ſuch carnal = 
Conceptions of that living Bread which came down 
from Heaven, as to imagine that it is to be ob- 
tained by a Conformance unto any particular Ce- 
remony, or to be ſo uncharitable as to think that 
thoſe who cannot conform unto this outward Ce- 
remony of eating Bread and drinking Wine have 
not eternal Life, or in the leaſt Degree are deprived 
of any ſpiritual Food or Suſtenance which our bleſſed 
Lord is now giving unto his People. 
And if you will allow that a Perſon may eat of 
this living Bread, and have eternal Life abiding in 
him, without conforming unto this Ceremony, 
then I pray you ſeriouſly to confider unto what 
Purpoſe is the Continuance of this Ceremony re- 
commended ? Is it not to keep the weak, igno- 
rant. People under a due Subordination unto your 
Power, which you may imagine you have a Right 
to impoſe, by Virtue of your Prieſtly Authority? 
Or can you ſhew any Benefit or Advantage they 
receive more than others who fear the Lord, and 
humbly walk in the Light of his holy Spirit? I 
fb you will ſay, If we reap no Advantage 

<« at-all by it, yet we think it our Duty to ob- 
_ < ſerve it, becauſe Chriſt himſelf hath command- 
ed it, ſaying ——— This do in Remembrance of 


« me”? *. 


. Unto which I beg leave to obſerve, that our 
Lord gave a much greater Commandment, both 
by Precept and Example, that we ſhould waſh 
one anothers Feet; yet you pay but very little Re- 
gard to it, although it is ſaid ——— He riſetk 
from Supper, and laid afide his Garments, and 
jock a Towel and girded himſelf. After that, he 


| ® Luke xii. 19. 


poured 


[ 43 ] 
poured Water into a Baſon, and began to waſh the 
Diſciples Feet, and to wipe them with the Towel 
wherewith he was girded. And after he had waſhed 
their Feet, and had taken his Garments, and was 
ſet down again, he ſaid unto them, Know ye what 
I have done to you ? Ye call me Maſter, and Lord, 
and ye ſay well; for ſo Tam. If I then your Lord 
and Maſter have waſhed your Feet, ye alſo ought to 
waſh one anothers Feet: For I have given you an 
Example that ye ſhould do as I have done to 
EEE 6 
Now what greater Authority than this do we 
want to put in Practice the Waſhing of one ano- 
thers Feet? Surely it cannot be ſaid that we have 
no Command for ſo doing; for here is both Pre- 
cept and Example, joined with a Commandment 
for the Continuance of this Thing. And I greatly 
admire, how it comes to paſs that the Chiefs of the 
-2Zealous Proteſtants (who are ſo fond of Ceremonies, 
and pretend to have ſo great a Veneration for the 
Commandments of our Lord) have not made a 
Sacrament of this Circumſtance ; unleſs the Mean- 
neſs of the Action is beneath the Dignity of their 
Office, the Pomp and Grandeur of which they ſeek 
greatly to maintain. 3 
However it is not my Deſign to burthen the 
Chriſtian Religion with any more Ceremonies, be- 
lieving there are too many among the Profeſſors 
already, otherwiſe more might be ſaid to enforce 
this, than can be ſaid for the Continuance of the 
Z 5 a 
Indeed I will allow that the Apoſtles themſelves 
for a while, might continue in this outward Ce- 
remony of eating Bread and drinking of Wine in 


* John xiii. 4. 


Remem- 
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Remembrance of him; but then it muſt be oh 
ſerved, that they were but Men and liable to err, 
even as we are at this Day, if we do not walk 
in the Light of that bleſſed Spirit which leads into 
all Truth, And that they did err in ſome material 
Points is evident, eſpecially when they ſought to 


continue the Fewiſh Ordinances under the Diſpen= + 


ſation of the Goſpel; and it is very likely the 
Apoſtle Paul might imagine he was zealouſly con- 
tending for the Chriſtian Faith when he circum- 
cized 7. Timothy: But I am apprehenſive it will ap- 
pear unto all impartial Men, that it was an Error 
in Judgment, and more owing to his being 1 in Fear 
of the Fews. 

Likewiſe the Apoſtle Peter (in the early Time 
of his Miniſtry) fell into this Error in conforming. 
to theſe outward Ceremonies, and was the GAP | 
of Barnabas and ſome others, being carried away 
with him; and in a diſſembling „ e denied 
their Profeſſion, becauſe they 28-9 thoſe that were 
of the Circumciſion. 

From hence we may obſerve how neceſſary it is 
for us to be always upon our Guard, and wait for 
the Movings of God's Holy Spirit on our Minds, 
that we may plainly ſee — 4 is his Will concerning 
us in every ſingle Circumſtance of Life, and al- 
ways be careful how we introduce or uphold any 
Ceremony in the Church of Chriſt, which he hath 
not commanded to be continued. 

And with Regard to what is recorded by Luke 
the Evangeliſt, 2 us not be haſty to pay a greater 
Regard to his Teſtimony than we do to the reſt 
of the Apoſtles, For we may remember that he 
was not preſent at the Eating of the Paſſover, 
when it is ſaid this Commandment was given; 


and as he was not an Eye: witneſs himſelf of 
| "theſe. 


28-4 


theſe Things, he muſt be obliged to * for 
the Relation concerning them. Therefore it may 
be well for us to be careful how we prefer 
his Account of . theſe Tranſactions unto. thoſe 
that were preſent at the Time they were trand- 
acted. And altho* he was a learned Man, and a 
good Man, and wrote very excellently concern- 
ing the Genealogy, Birth and Sufferings of our 
bleſſed Lord, even unto the Day of his Cruci-. 
fixion; yet in ſome Things he was at a Loſs in 
- recording the particular Circumſtances, becauſe he 
was not preſent himſelf at the Time they were 
tranſacted. And on this Conſideration we have 
Reaſon to believe that he was miſtaken in rela- 
ting the Particulars which happened during the 
Time of the Supper, when our Lord was telling 
ling his Diſciples what would foon befall him, viz. 
That one of them then preſent would ſoon betray 
him; which cauſed them to be exceedingly ſorrow- 
ful, and to enquire one among another, Who it 
was that ſhould do this Thing! 
Now in the Relation that 1s given by Luke, ; 
It is recorded as tho* there had been a Strife- 
among them, eyen at the Time while they were 
eating the Supper, immediately after they had 
been making this ſorrowful Enquiry one of ano- 
ther; for, ſays he, ——— And there were alſo a 
Strife among . which of them ſhould be accounted 
the Greateſt. * But I am more inclined to think 
that this Strife was not at that Time: For it 
is very improbable that there ſhould be a Strife 
amongſt them about Greatneſs, even at a Time 
when ** was ſuch a melancholy Scene on the 
Carpet. No, my Friends, I conclude they were 
etherwiſe employed on that ſorrowful Occaſion. 


* Luke xxl. 24. | 


And 
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witneſſes of theſe Things) are the beſt Judg 0 
and are moſtly to be depended upon: And 
do not ſay that our Lord fave any ſuch Com- 


[ 16 ] 
And according to the Account that is given by 
them that were We vis, Mattheto and Mark 
(who are very coherent one with the other) they 

ſay this Strife was. owing to the tw6 Sons of 


Zebedee, who wanted to be exalted above their 
Brethren 3; and both of thent agree, That it was at 
the Time when they were in the Way going up 


to Jeruſalem, and not at the Time when they were 


eating the Supper, as recorded by Lutte. 


Now unleſs we are blind, and led on by the 
Prejudice of Education, we muſt allow that Mal- 
thew and Mark, who were preſent (and were Eye- 


es, 
4 


mandment as———This do in Remembrance of me, 


but ſimply give us a Relation of the particular 


Circumſtances that happened while they were at 


Supper: From whence there is as much Reaſon 
for us to continue the whole Ceremony of eating 


the Paſſover according to the Jewiſb Cuſtom, as 
there is for us to continue in the Ceremony of 


eating Bread and drinking of Wine in Remem- 
brance of him. And by what Authority Luke put 
in thoſe Words, enjoining ſuch a Commandment, 
when three of the Evangeliſts (who were all pre- 
ſent) are filent conceruing it, I will ſubmit unto 
the Conſideration of all impartial Men, 
With thoſe who are acquainted with religious 
Controverſies, I ſuppoſe there are but few that 
are ignorant what Confuſion hath been brought 
into the Chriftian. Church on Account of thefe 
outward Ceremonies, and what Heats and Ani- 
moſities there have been ſubſiſting amongſt thoſe 


* Se Matt. xx. 24. Mark x. 41. 


who 
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who profeſs the Chriſtian Religion about their 
Nature, Virtue, and Adminiſtration z even unto 
the Sheding of Blood. FR Ws 
However I paſs by all that, at this Time, and 
as I cannot adviſe any to continue in this Cere- 
mony of eating Bread and drinking of Wine for 
their ſpiritual Advantage; fo likewiſe I am not 
willing to. perſuade any one to refrain from it, 
if they imagine it to be their Duty to continue 
therein. What I aim at is, that every Man ſhould 
be fully perſuaded in his own Mind concerning it: 
Only unto you, who call yourſelves Miniſters of 
Chriſt, let me intreat you to be careful how 
vou Teach for Doltrine, the Commandments of 
Men. © YO OY Mt nn" DE REM + 
_ Having now given you my Thoughts on thoſe 
Things, which are only the Traditions of Men, 1 
| ſhall now endeavour to ſhew unto you what our 
Lord hath commanded. his Diſciples to obſerve. 
And without a due Obſervance unto. this Com- 
mandment, all our Profeſſion to Religion is vain 
and unprofitable : For he faid unto them —— 
A new Commandment I give unts you, That ye love 
one another, * And as Love is the fulfilling 
of the Law, it is very neceſſary that we ſhould 
be fully acquainted therewith; for it is of ſuch 
a univerſal and heavenly Nature, that it compre- 
hends and includes all that is commanded beſide; 
and as the Apoſtle Paul ſaid unto the Romans, 
This Sort of Love worketh no Ill to his Neigh- 
Saur: Therefore Love is the fulfilling of the Law. || 
And as the beloved Diſciple Job ſaid (who well 
knew the Mind of his Maſter) God is Love; and 
Be that dwelleth in Love, dwelleth in God, and 


John xiii, 34 | Rom. xiii. 10. 
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Grd in bim. And in order to be rightly in- 
formed how far this Love extends unto our fel- 
low Mortals; let us take the Counſel of our 
bleſſed Lord himſelf concerning it, who, I pre- 
ſume, is the beſt Inſtructor in this Caſe : And 
we may remember that he faid, when he was 


' preaching unto the People on the Mount. 27 
| have heard that it hath been ſaid, Thou ſhalt love 


thy Neighbour, and hate thine Enemy. But I ſay 
unto you, Love your Enemies, bleſs them that curſe 


you, do Good to them that hate you, and pray for 


them which diſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute you. 
That ye may be the Children of your Father which 
is in Heaven, for he maketh bis Sun to riſe on the 
Evil, and on the Good, and ſendeth Rain. on the 
Fuſt, and on the Unjuſt. For if ye love them which 
ohe you, What Reward bave ye ? Do nut even the 


* * 


Publicans the fame? | 5 e 

Now in the Introduction to this Command- 
ment, our Lord is pleaſed to obſerve, as though 
in old Time (viz. under the Law) it had been 
lawful for us to love our Neighbour, and hate 


our Enemy: But now the Time was come that 


he would reverſe thoſe Laws, and eſtabliſh ano- 
ther Diſpenfation, which is called the Goſpel : 
Therefore he ſaid, But I ſay unto you, Love your 
Enemies. And I hope none will preſume to ſay, 
He had no Right to give ſuch a Commandment, 
neither to diſpute his Authority, whether he is 


capable to give us Power to fulfil it. And al- 


though I do not imagine that there is many in 
your Society that will venture to do this, yet I 
have obſerved that there are many amongſt you 


that ſeek to evade this Commandment, and con- 


1 John ir. 16, I Matt. v. 43. 
| ſtrue 


1 9 ] 


ſtrue away into nothing the true Meaning thereof, 
when they ſay, This Love is not to be extended 
unto'a Frenchman or a Spaniard, if they happen 
to be Enemies, whom they fear will come and 
rob them of their Property and Religion, if they 
do not fight in their own Defence. 

This is the grand Plea which is always brought 
in oppoſition to our Lord's Commandment. Unto 
which I beg leave to obſerve, That none upon 
Earth enjoys or poſeſſeth ſo much of the Fruits 
thereof, as thoſe that are careful to obey this royal 
Law of Love. For it is ſaid, If ye be willing and 
obedient, ye ſhall eat the Good of 115 Land, but not 
otherwiſe. 

And unto thoſe who think there is s any Neceſ⸗- 
ſity to maintain their Profeſſion in Religion by 
the Point of their Sword, I could heartily wiſh 
they would carefully examine themſelves, and ſee 
on what Foungation they ſtand, being well aſſured 
that ſuch a Profeſſion will not ſtand when the 
Rains deſcend, and the Floods come upon it; 
for it is of the ſame Nature that Peter's Reli- 
ou was when he zealouſly drew the Sword, and 
[mote the Servant of the High-Prielt in the 

Garden. One might have thought, that no Man 
ever drew a Sword in a better Cauſe ; yet we may 
remember our Lord gave him to We 
That he did not ſtand in need of any ſuch Service, 
and farther added 17] they that 4 the Swork, 
ſhall periſh with the Sword. For there is not a 
more Letten Way to deſtroy the ſpiritual Life 
in any one than to ſupport a religious Cauſe with 
the Point of the Sword. No, my Friends, —— 
The Weapons of our Warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty, through God, to the pull: "3 down. of frog 


Holds. 1 
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Indeed ſome have been ſo weak as to ſay, That 
Chriſtians may fight in a juſt Cauſe; and when 
they go into Battle, they have nothing but Love 
in their Hearts unto their Enemies: But I be- 
lieve it will appear to be ſtrange Sort of Love 
that will admit one Man to run another thro? 
the Body with a Sword. 

However in this I am not willing to perſuade 
any Man to act contrary to the Conviction of his 
own Mind; for if he cannot truſt in the Lord, 
who will certainly come down to fight for Mount 
Zion; then let him do the beſt he can for him- 

ſelf, only remember it is ſaid, —That the Race is 
not to = Swift, nor the Battle to th Srong. And 
if this be true, then it will be moſt adviſable for 
thoſe that go to War, always: to have the Lord 
on their Side. 

In order to have a right Underſtanding of this 
piditual Warfare, in which Chriſtians are called 
to fight, it will be neceſſary to obſerve, That the 


(Almighty hath been pleaſed to reveal himſelf unto 


Mankind in general under three Difpenſations, 
viz. the Patriarchal, the Legal, and the eee 
in all which there hath been a different Degree 
— Commandment, according to the Diſpenſation. 

Galle i (or one under that Diſpenſation) may now 

t in a juſt Cauſe, as well as they did of old 
- wh when the Lord commanded them ſo to 
do; but with Chriſtians it is impoſlible, becauſe 
they have no Weapons left that are carnal, and 
when they are come into the New-Covenant — 
The Covenant of. Peace, all Wars are at an 
End. 
And as we have greatReaſon to believe, that this 
of the Goſpel is the laſt, ſo likewiſe we know 
that it is the greatelt, For in this Dien, 
IU the 


„ 
the Almighty hath been pleaſed to undertake to 


teach his People himſelf, and as the Apoſtle Paul 
faith——— They ſball not teach every Man his Neigb- 


_ bour, and every Man his Brother, ſaying, Know the 
Lord: For all ſhall know me from the leaſt to the 
greateſt, - that are come into the New Covenant, 
faith the Lord. | 
Now under one of theſe three Diſpenſations, the 
whole Bulk of Mankind are included, who acknow- 
ledge the Being of a God, and make a Profeſſion 
of Religion. But the greateſt Misfortune is, they 
are too apt to exalt themſelves unto the uppermoſt 
Places, before they are bidden by the Maſter of 
the Feaſt; and make a Profeſſion of Chriſtianity 
without knowing any Difficulty of making their 
Eſcape out of Egypt, by way of the Red Sea, or 
even ſo much as once to have heard that Law 
which is given at Mount Sinai; yet imagine that 
they are Chriſtians under this heavenly Teaching, 
as above recited. Nay, many in this Day have 
ſet themſelves up for Teachers of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, and yet will not allow, that the Almighty 
will pleaſe to make good this Promiſe unto his 
People. And if they will not permit them to come 
into the Covenant of Peace, where all Wars are 
at an End (according to the Prophecy of the 
Prophet Jaiab) it is no Wonder they blunder 
at the Threſhhold of Chriſtianity, and put ſuch 
falſe Conſtructions on thoſe Words ——— But I 
ſay unto you, Love your Enemies, that they in- 
tirely deſtroy the Commandment of our Lord and 
Maſter, Jeſus Chriſt. Notwithſtanding this De- 
luſion, which many have fallen into, in making 


this high Profeſſion, without a Poſſeſſion ; the 


_* Heb, viii. 11. 
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Truth is the ſame, and the Foundation thereof 
ſtandeth ſure. And I am well aſſured, that thoſe 
who are come into the Covenant of Peace, have 
ſeen an End to Wars; for they know from whence 
they come, even from our Luſts. And they alfo 
_ Experimentally know, that :tbeir Swords are beat 
into Pleugh-ſhares, and their Spears into Pruning- 
books. The Lion is then laid down with the Kid, 
and thoſe Weapons, which once were uſed as In- 
ſtruments of War, are now turned into a more 
excellent Employment; ſuch as tilling the Ground, 
and cultivating the Fruits thereof : Not only for 
themſelves but even for thoſe of their Enemies, 
which is very applicable unto the Chriſtian Prin- 
ciple, and agrees with that royal Commandment 
which our Lord is now giving unto his Diſciples and. 
F ollowers, _ | 

I allow it is a very hard Leſſon for Fleſh and 
Blood to learn, and none will ever come at the 
Knowledge thereof, but thoſe who are willing to 
deny themſelves, and follow him who now fays— 
And he that taketh not bis Croſs, - and followeth 
after me, is not worthy of me. 

I ſuppoſe I have now ſaid enough to move all 
the formal Profeſſors againſt me, and thoſe too 
who make a very great Profeſſion of the Chriſtian 
Religion; and in a particular Manner, thoſe wha. 
have ſet themſelves up for Teachers thereof, who 
did not come in at ihe right Door, but. have 
climbed up ſome other Way into the Church of 

Chrift, for the Sake of ſome worldly Advantage, 
and are nothing leſs than Thieves and Robbers, 
who come in only for to kill and deſtroy, _ 

Theſe, I fay, will be moved with Envy a a- 
gainſt me, and will bring forth their learned 

Arguments, not only to defend themſelves, but 
we with 
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with a Multitude of Interrogations ; they will 
not fail to fay——*< If we follow ſuch Doctrine 
« as. this, What will become of our Nation? 
* Will not our Enemies come and take Poſſeſ- 
„ fion thereof, lead our Wives and Children into 
© Captivity, and trample upon our moſt holy 
** Religion? And like unto the Prophet Eli/ha's 
« Servant, when the Aſſyrians had beſieged the 
City of Dothan, ſay, with a great deal of Con- 
* cern. ——— Alas, my Maſter, how ſhall we 
7 TOR ST „ 

In anſwer to this, let it be obſerved, that the 
Sword, Peſtilence, and Famine are not the Effect 
of Chance! Neither are they guided by natural 
Cauſes, but are the common Means which the 
Almighty takes in puniſhing a rebellious and 
diſobedient People: And when he is pleaſed to 
ariſe with Anger, Who ſhall withſtand his Power? 
And although his merciful, Loving-kindneſs hath 
bore long with us, yet it cannot be expected that 
it will always endure unto ſuch a perverſe. and 
wicked People as we are, which now inhabit this 
Iſland ; whoſe Bleſſings have been fo abundantly 
beſtowed. upon us, and the great Priviledge of 
that glorious Light of the Goſpel of Chriſt, which 
hath been ſo wonderfully poured out unto us be- 
yond that of our Neighbours, that I am almoſt 
ready to ſay, It will be more zollerable for So- 
dom and Gomorah, in the Day of the Lord, 
than for us; unleſs we repent, and return unto . 
him, whom we have highly provoked. For have 
we not great Reaſon to ſay, That the Earth 
groans becauſe of Oppreſſion. And as the Pro- 
Phet Hoſea, ſaid unto the Children of 1/rae!, By 
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Swearing and Lying, and Killing, and Stealing, and 
committing Adultery ; therefore 2 the Land mourn. 
Nay, even at this Time the very Animals ſtand 
weeping, with Tears in their Eyes, becauſe of our 
Sins and Tranſgreſſions! 
Me cannot ſay, We have had no Warning, 
for the Lord hath been pleaſed to fend unto us 
all bis Servants the Prophets, riſing early and ſend- 
ing them, ſcying, Ob, do not this abominable Thing 
that I hate; but we bod hearkned not, nor inclined 
our Far to turn from our Wickedneſs. Where- 
fore his Fury and his Anger is ready to be 
poured forth againſt the Profeſſors in this Land, 
even as the Prophet Feremiah told the Children 
of Judah how it came to paſs in the Streets of 
Jeruſalem. Nothing but our Return unto the 
Lord, with a bendid Knee of Humility, will 
cauſe him to alter his Decree againſt us. 
9 England, England! What will nothing 
move you unto Repentance, and an Amend- 
ment of Life? Remember long fince, we have 
had Signs in the Firmament; the Sword hath 
come into our Border ; the Earth hath trembled 
and ſhook at his Preſence ; the Peſtilence ſtill 
rages amongſt the Horned Cattle; and methinks 
it now feems to be Storking behind 'the human 
Species! Yet how little Appearance is there of a 
Reformation amongſt the People in this Nation! 
On the contrary, doth not Swearing and Lying, Kil- 
ling and Stealing, and committing Adultery, very 
much abound in this opulent City? And among 
thoſe too who are called after that ſacred Name 
of Chriſt, Surely the Time is nigh at hand, when 
the Lord will i obliged to viſit ſuch a Nation. 
as this, if we do not ſpeedily repent and turn 
unto him whom we have highly e 


None 
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None can deny (only thoſe that are blind) but 
that the Almighty hath begun to ſhew his Diſ- 
pleaſure n us; and who ſhall dare to con- 
tend with him in the Day of his Power? 

Permit me to aſk thoſe who imagine they can do 
great Things by their own Strength and Wiſdom; 
In what Manner can you account for this Diſ- 
order among the Animals? Or with all your Power, 
Knowledge and Skill, which of you is able to 
ſtop the Raging thereof? The ſame may be faid 
_ unto you who make a Profeſſion of the Doctrine 
of Chriſt, when the Almighty 1s pleaſed to per- 
mit the Sword to come into your Border for 
the Wickedneſs of the People: In vain will 
you truſt in your Swords and your Spears for 
your Defence. No, my Brethren, ye had much 

better make Uſe of thoſe Weapons which Eliſha 
did, when the AHrians had encompaſſed him 
round about, and truſt in that Arm which deli- 
vered them into his Hands. 

We may remember the only Weapons he 

made Uſe of, was the Spirit of Prayer; and 
when he fow- that his Servant was blind, and 
could not ſee into the Workings of the Al- 
mighty's Hand of Providence, towards all thoſe 
that put their Truſt in him, he prayed unto the 
Lord to open his Eyes. 
I make no Doubt but the young Man made 
the ſame Profeſſion of Religion as his Maſter, and 
it is to be obſerved, that he had the right Uſe 
of his bodily Eyes, for he could plainly fee the 
Aſyrians had beſieged the City, which cauſed him 
in much Grief to ſay, Alas, my Maſter, - how 
ſhall we do! But with thoſe Eyes he could not 
fee the Mountain was full of Horſes and Chariots 
[4 Fire round about Eliſha. . 


| Thus 
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Thus fo it is with all thoſe who make a 
Profeſſion of the Doctrine of Chriſt, and have 
Recourſe to the outward Sword for their De- 
fence. For it is beyond Diſpute that they are 
blind, and unacquainted with the Myſteries of 
his Kingdom. And with regard to thoſe who 
want Knowledge to know how to behave to- 
wards their Enemies, let them learn of this 
good Man Eliſha: For when he had brought 
a Priſoners into the City of Samaria, the King 
of Iſrael was for executing Vengance upon them 
according to the Nature of their Crimes ; therefore 
he ſaid unto the Prophet—My Father, ſhall I ſmite 
them ? Shall 1 ſmite them? * But Eliſba anſwered and 
ſaid unto him, Thou ſhalt not ſmite them; ſes Bread 
and Mater before them that they may eat and drink 
and go to their Maſter, A very excellent Way 
in dealing with our Enemies, and is according ta 
the Chriſtian Principles of Love, even as our Lord 
hath commanded us. fg e 

And when theſe Men came again to their 
Maſter, without doubt they reported in what 
Manner the Lord had been pleaſed to fight for 
Eliſba; alſo in what Manner they had been en- 
tertained by him, when they were taken Pri- 
ſoners: The Conſideration of which brought them 
unto a full Determination. So the Bands of Syria 
came 30 more into the Land of Iſrael. N 

In the ſame Manner did the Almighty fight 
for the good King Hezetiab, when the City of 


Samaria was beſieged, inſomuch that when the - ” 


King prayed unto the Lord, he ſent his Angel 
in Ge Night-ſeaſon, and ſmote an hundred fore. 
ſcore and five Thouſand : And when they arofe early 


® 2. Kings. vi. 21, 
in 
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in the Morning, behold they were all dead Corpſe. * 
Which evidently ſheweth how dangerous it is for 
any to fight, or make War againſt thoſe who 
have the Lord on their Side, And if we were 
but to fear him and hearken unto his Voice, 
which is continually ſpeaking in our inmoſt Souls 
bis is the Way, walk therein, we ſhould 
have no Occaſion for Sword or Spear, Nay, they 
- would then be turned into a more uſeful Employ- 
ment, as J have before obſerved. „ 
And thoſe that fear the Lord will have the 
Curſe of War removed far from them; as it was 
with the good King above recited: For we do 
not read that he had any Wars during all the 
Time of his Reign. And while % King of 
Iſrael did that which was good and right in the 
Eyes of the Lord, he had no Wars; for it is {aid 
of him, that he built fenced Cities in Judah: For the 
Land had Reſt, and he had no War in thoſe Tears; 
| becauſe the Lord bad given him Reſt. | And we may 
be well aflured, even at this Day, that Wars 
are always a Curſe unto that Nation which the 
Almighty permits them to fall in, and not the 
Effect of Chance, or moved by natural Cauſes. 
Therefore it behoveth all thoſe that are intruſted 
with the Rule of Government, well to confider, 
whether their Hearts are right in the Sight of 
the Lord, and be carefu] to follow the Example 
of the good King Hezekiab, who, in the firſt 
Year of his Reign, cauſed the Houſe of the 
Lord to be repaired, and ſaid unto the Levites,. 
Santtify now yourſelves, and  ſanttify the Houſe of 
the Lord God of your Fathers, and carry forth 


"T2 Kings xix, 35 I 2 Cho, xiv. 6, 
SI be 
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the Filtbineſs out of the holy Placc. And when- 
ever this Diſpoſition 1s Tnplanted in the Hearts 
of thoſe, who have the Rule of Government, 
they will ſeek to eſtabliſh the Law of God in 
the Minds of their Subjects; in conſequence of 
which, they will not only witneſs the bleſſed 
Fruits thereof in their own Breaſts, but the Bleſ- 
fings of Peace will redound unto them and their 
People. 

Having now given you m Thoughts on thoſe 
Things, which are only the Traditions of Men 
and likewiſe have put you in mind of a much 
greater Commandment, I now come to conſi- 
der a little of the Doctrine you teach, wherein 
TI obſerve the Hearers are very often recommended 
to continue in the Principles of the eſtabliſhed 
Church of England: And in order to enforce this 
fort of Doctrine, a Similitude is very often made 
uſe of, relating to the Apoſtle PauPs Advice, 
when he was on that dangerous Voyage to Rome. 
Wherein he tells the Centurion, That except the 
Ship-men and Soldiers abide in the Ship, they 
" eannot be ſaved. But how applicable is it for a 

Preacher of the Goſpel thus to ſay, —*< Abide 
in the Ship, and ye ſhall all get ſafe on ſhore :** . 
And at the ſame Time intimate, That this Ship 
is the Church of England, I will here ſubmit unto 
others to determine; concluding it would be far 
more ſafer to recommend them to abide in the 


. Defirine of Chriſt, and follow the Advice of the 


beloved Diſciple Fobn, who ſaid, J bave no 
greater Foy 75 to hear that my Children walk. 
in 2. 1288 Þ+ without having reſpect unto any par- 
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ticular Form or Ceremony in the Profeſſion of 


However, ſince there is ſuch great Commen- 
dations of the Church of England, and fo much 
Zeal beſtowed in recommending the Hearers to 
continue in her Communion, it will not be a- 
miſs if I enquire into her Principles and Prac- 

tice, and the Foundation on which ſhe ſtands. 
In order to do this, let it be remembered, that 
this Land was once over-run with the Doctrine 
and Principles of the Roman Catholicks, and by 
Virtue of the Papal Authority, they kept the 
People under Subjection unto their arbitrary 
Power and Government: And when any Dawn- 
ings of Light appeared among the People, which 
were likely to cauſe them to with-hold their Obe- 
dience; then theſe Men who thus lorded over 
God's Heritage, endeavoured to quiet their Con- 
ſciences, and bring them into a due Subjection 
again; but if they failed, in Reaſon and Ar- 
gument (of which they had but very little Share) 
then they had an effectual Way of deciding the 
Controverſy with Fire and Faggot. 
That this Church uſurped her Authority over 
the Subjects of this Realm, I ſuppoſe will not 
be denied by thoſe who are acquainted with 
Hiſtory, until the Reign of King Henry the E:ghth, 
when a Difference happened between the King 
and the Pope, ' about his being divorced from 
Queen Catherine, with whom he had lived as 
Huſband and Wife about twenty Years ; but 
the Pope was ſo honeſt as not to comply with 
ſo baſe a Propoſal, which the King was reſolved 
upon, let the Conſequence be what it would. 
Therefore to obtain his wicked Deſires, he did 
not fail to break through the Papal Authority, 


and 
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and boldly denied the Pope 8 Supremacy : But 
at the ſame Time FT to aſſume it unto 
himſelf, 

I conclude there never was a Time but a 
King might find ſome that were qualified to fatisfic 
his avaracious Inclinations; and that it always ap- 
pears the better in the Sight of the People, when 
it is covered over with a Gloſs of Religion; there- 
fore he was firſt declared by the Clergy in their 
| Convocation, to be The only Supream Head in 
Earth of the Church of England; and ſoon after 
it was ſeconded- by both Thoſe of Parliament. 
And from hence it is that this Hereſy had its 
Birth in this Nation, which was ba del by 
the Statute of 26 Henry VIII. c. 1. wherein it is 
enacted, „That the King, his Heirs and 
8 Succeſſors, Kings of this Realm, ſhall be 
taken, accepted, and reputed, the only Su- 
„ pream Head in Earth of the Church of 
England.? 

I ſuppoſe by the Word Church, we are to 
underſtand, it means the Church of Chrif. But 
how far he was, or any Man now is, or evet 
was qualified to be Supream Head of that Church, 
is with me the Point in Queſtion. Surely their 
never was a Branch of Hereſy eſtabliſhed with 
more Formality than the above Supremacy z and 
by the above Statute, it is plain the King did 
not aim at abrogating the PAP of Church Go- 
vernment, but only to Transfer the Supremacy 
of the Pope and ſettle it upon himſelf, which 
was only changing the Name without alter- 
ing the Nature of that eee Doc- 

tine. 
It is true, it doth not give me any Surpriſe, 
mat the King was complimented with this Su- 
premacy 
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mary of the Church, becauſe in thoſe Days 
the Darkneſs of Popery prevailed ſo much over 
the Earth, that the. true Light of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt was over-ſpread with it: Neither do 
J at all wonder that on is now, in our: Time, 
a Multitude of People, who will aſſent and con- 
ſent unto this Statute, or any Thing elſe, for the 
Sake of Intereſt; (but I hope Jobn and Charles 
Weſley are not itaded. in that Number) becauſe 
the ſame Bait which the Princes of Moab held 
out unto Balaam, when they faid unto him 
Thus ſaith Balak, the' Son if Zippor, tet nothing, 
J pray thee, binder thee from roming unto me 
For I toll promote thee unto very great. ods 
and I will' do whatſoever thou 2 unto ine; 
725 therefore I pray thee, carſe me this People. * 

ſay the ſame Bait is now held out unto them, 

and war Doubt, if they feek to be promoted 
unto this very great Honour, which is to be had 
in Church Preferment; then they muſt be care» 
ful to obey and pleaſe him who is acknowledged 


| to be the Supream Head of the Church, and 


hath the Diſpoſal of theſe Honours;  vtherwile 
they will ee very flowly unto theſe Diꝑni- 
ties. Nay ; if I miſtake not, I have heard that 
no one can be admitted into what they call Holy 
Orders, unlefs Brac acknowledge the Wicht of | 
this Supremacy? 

And cord gte this Rule, if a King ſhould 
happen to be an Enemy unto the Croſs of Chrift, 
living an ungodly Life, and inſtead of ſetting a 
good Example unto the People, ſhould be fo 
far "departed from the Commandments of the 
Lord, as to live in open Adultery ; yet he muſt 


| * Numb. 1. 16. | 


"i 


tx 1 


be taken, accepted and reputed to be the ah Su- 9 
pream Head in Earth of the Church ! Alas, alas ! my 
Friends, How inconſiſtent with the Doctrine of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, are ſuch Laws as theſe? 
And what a melancholy Situation is that of a 
„when he departs from the Commandments 
of the Lord! And how greatly is he to be pitied 
in ſuch an exalted Station, of whom it may be 
truly faid, He hath many 1 but very few 
Friends. 

And with Regard to you, my Brethren, hiſs 
I have this Opportupity, permit me to obſerve, 
how greatly it becometh all thoſe who have the 
Honour of our God at Heart, to be faithful in 
our Teſtimony againſt ſuch Lays as theſe, which 
have a Tendency to rob him of., his Honour 
and Glory. For where do we read that our Lord 


ever appointed any Man to have any Suprem acy EY 


in his Church? But on the contrary, as the 
Apoſtle Paul faith, Ad be is before all Things, 
ang by him all T bings confiſt. And he is the Head 
of the Body, the Church: Wha is the Beginning, 
the Firſt-born from the Dead; that in all Things 
he might have the Pre-eminence. 3 
I ſuppoſe I need not ſay any more to prove, 
That this Church which you recommend the Peo- 
ple to abide in, is not the Church of Chriſt, 
and that the firſt Principle on which ſhe is built, 
is on a falſe Foundation: The Conſequence of 
which I will ſubmit unto your ſerious Confide- 
ration; and leave wy. to judge of the whole 
Fabrick. 

Haying examined into the F oundation on which 


the ſtands, I come now to enquire into her 
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Practice; and here I conclude I ſhall have but 
very. little Difficulty to prove, That the general 
Practice of this Church is like unto a hard Maſter, 
who gathers where he hath not ftrowed, and reaps 
where he hath not ſowedz, and may very juſtly be 
compared unto the falſe Prophets of old, which 
Micah makes mention of, when he told the 

Heads of the Houſe of Jacob, and the Princes 
of the Houſe of Jrael, That their Prieſts did 
teach for Hire, and their Prophets divine for 
Money, and yet they would lean upon the Lord, 
and defire to be thought his Prophets, and ſay, 
Is not the Lord amongſt us? And he that put- 
teth not into their Mouths, they even prepare War 
againſt bim. 5 5 
In order to prove this, I believe it will be 

allowed, That the Clergy of the Church of Eng- 
land have prevailed with the King and Parlia- 
ment, to grant them a Law to compel the Peo- 

ple of this Nation to pay them their Hire for Preach- 


ing; which they collect under the Denomination 


of Tithes: That they now demand theſe Tithes 
as a divine Right, I believe they are utterly a- 
ſhamed of, therefore have very lately dropt that 
Plea. Although I think they would do well, if 
they would honeſtly acknowledge that, becauſe it 
would not be ſo offenſive unto many well-mean- 
ing People, who now comply to pay them for 
fear of their Power and the Conſequence of that 
War, which they will certainly prepare againſs 
them. But I ſuppoſe they have their Reaſons 
for concealing this Acknowledgment, becauſe it 
would have a Tendency to leſſen the People's 
Veneration for them, and thereby be a Means of 
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opening their Eyes; ; a0 cauſe them to lool 
upon the Clergy in general in the ſame Light 
as they look upon common Exciſe- men, rather that | 
to imagine they are Miniſters of Chriſt under the 
Goſpel Difpenſation. 

It is true, every Shepherd that tendeth a 
Flock, hath ſome Plea for a Fleece at the Time 


0 Shearing 3 but how inconfiftent is it with the 
Profeſſion of a Gofpel Miniſter, for him to de- 
mand a Fleece of that Flock on which he hath 


never attended; and ſome of them too, who 
never cometh near the Flock, but only at the 


Time of Shearing. And for theſe to compel and 


force a Maintenance from others, is a very ri- 


diculous 70 Ae (when compared with a Goſpel 


Minifter) of whom we may truly fay, they zeach 
for Hire, and divine for Money; and yet lean 
pon the Lord, and would be thought to bs 


Miniſters of the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


I allow every one that preacheth the Goſpel, 


: foould Jive of the Goſpel, even in the fame Man- 


ner as the Apoſtle himſelf lived, who wrote theſe 
Words; for it would be a very great Abſurdity 
Indeed, to explain his Words to have any other 
Meaning. Nay, it would not only be a Per- 
verſion of the Text, but it would make that 

at Apoſtle to contradict himſelf, when he was 


LI taking his ſolemn F arewel of the Church at 
Epbeſus; in which he ſaid, Take heed 
therefore unto yourſelves, and to all the Flock, 
cover the which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you 


* Overſeers; to feed the Church of God, Which 
„ he hath pur rchaſed with his own Bed. For 


„ know this, that after my Departing, - ſhall 


* grievous Wolves enter in among you, not 


1 Waring the Flock. Alſo of your own ſelves 
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„ ſpall. Men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe Things, to 
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« watch, and remember that by the Space of 
00 Night and Day with Tears. And now, Bre 
« thren, I commend you to God, and to the 
Word of, his Grace, which is able to build 
< you up, and to give you an Inheritance a- 
„ mong all them which are ſanctified. I have co- 
<< veted no Man's Silver, or Gold, or Apparel. 
& Yeo, you yourſelves know T. HAT THESE HANDS 
* bave miniſtered unto my Neceſſities, and to them 
<« that were with me, I have ſhewed you all 
„ Things, how that ſo labouring, ye ought to 
e ſupp = the Weak, and to remember the Wordt 
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| ce bleſſed to give, than to. receive,” „ 5 
I mak Ke no Comment on theſe Words, 5 for the 


5 Doarine there taught is very full and copious, 


and needeth not any Explanation unto thoſe who | 
eek to promote che Goſpel of Chriſt among oft 


the People But, on the contrary, J muſt al- 
low, a the * oſtle Paal is not a very ac- 
ceptable Ku unto thoſe who ſeek to pro- 
mote - themſelves unto very great Honours in 


Church Preferment; for I do not remember to 
haye read of any Coach and Six that he had to 
No o; not even ſo much as a Chariot, 
and yet I think he had as great a Right to. any 
ſuch Conveniency to ſupport the Dignity of his 


attend. him. 


Office, as any now .a-days, Who pretend to be 
his Succeſſors: s And J could heartily wiſh that 


every honeſt Man, who imagineth that. he is 


moved \ by the Holy Ghoſt to e The, Goſ⸗ 
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3 the Lord, Jeſus, how | he ſaid, It is more 
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pel, E ſeriouſly be pleaſed fo ron over the 
foregoing Portion of Scripture, before he hath re- 
courſe to the Law, in order to compel and force 
a Maintenance, and thereby oppreſs and diſtreſs 
thoſe who cannot comply with that Antichriſtian 


Demand, becauſe they believe in their Con- | 


ſciences it is abſolutely contrary to the Doc- 
trine and Commandments of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, foes 
Peradventure it will be a Matter of Surprize 0 
to ſome People, if I ſhould tell them, That 
Perſecution, on Account of Religion, ſtill reigns: 
in this Proteſtant Nation to a very great De- 
Ri, And that I might not be thought to en- 
large, or infinuate any Thing, without the Teſ- 
timony of Truth, I will here recite a few par- 
ticular. Inſtances, that you may farther judge, 
Whether ſuch Proceedings becometh thoſe who 
profeſs to be the Dirie and Followers of 
Chriſt. 
On the 16th Day of June, 1749, Benjamin 
Thomas and Richard Beddoes, near Ludlow in 
Shropſhire, were both committed to Shrewſbury 
rack by a Proceſs out of the Court of Ex- 
2 for Tithes, at the Suit of Thomas Smith, 
on of Culmington, now deceaſed z who (as I 
am informed) upon his Death-bed defired, That 
thoſe two Friends might be diſcharged out of 
Priſon. Yet, notwithſtanding the Requeſt of the 
Deceaſed, on ſo ſolemn an Occaſion, his Widow 
and eldeſt Son (who was bred up for the Office 
of a Prieft) have thought proper to revive the 
Suit ſince his Death. © 
Whether my Information of the Deceaſed's Re- 
queſt be true, I cannot tell: But I ſuppoſe no 
one will deny, that the Suit was not revived 
about 


N 4 
about two Years ſince; and they ftill are Pri- 
ſoners, and hath been confined almoſt five 
Years, for their Chriſtian Teſtimony, in Shrew/-- 
bury Gaol, 1 2 88 eee 

In Chelmsford Gaol in the County of Eſex, Jobn 
Littell was confined a cloſe Priſoner for four 
Years and ſeven Months; and to this Day is 
ſtill confined for his Chriſtian Teſtimony in the 
King's Bench. And as I have had an Opportu- 
nity of being fully acquainted with the Nature 
of his Caſe : which is interwoven with ſuch a Va- 
riety of Cruelties, I muſt beg leave to inſtance 
/ toon alot VV] 
| The above Jobn Littell was a Miller and Baker 
at Chelmsford aforeſaid; and by all Accounts of 
him, that I can learn, was a very honeſt, in- 
duſtrious Man; and in all Probability might have 
maintained his Wife, and two ſmall Children, in 
a very comfortable Manner, had it not been for 
* Tindall Parſon of Chelmsford, who, in the 


ear 1743, ſummoned him to appear before two 


Juſtices of the Peace, to ſhew Cauſe, Why he re- 
refuſed to pay unto him eight Shillings per An- 

num, for Tithe of a Free-hold Wind-mill, which 
he had bought, and then occupied in the faid Pariſh _ 
_T a. 
On the Day of Appearance, named in the Sum- 
mons, he appeared at the Place therein menti- 
oned; but the Juſtices, who granted the Sum- 
mons, not being there, he ſubmitted to be ex- 
amined, and made his Defence before two other 
Juſtices, who thought proper to draw up an 
Adjudication againſt him; and after reading the 
fame, told him, That it would be ſerved on him 
in a little Time, and if he did not comply with 
the Contents, within ten Days after, that then 
| e 1 they 
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they could. grant a Warrant to levy by Diſtreſs 
on is Goods. 5 
However the Adj Judicätfof was not edel, al⸗ 
though. it Was Hanel by the ſaid Juſtices,.. For 
what Reaſon. it was not rved I cannot fay fp: 
e Fobn. Tindall knoweth, belt) becauſe by 
leans: he. would Wy. have got that. which hi 
calleth.. his Right, if that had chern all he aimed 
at: But it is evident he thous ht proper do b o pro». 
ceed in another Manner. py nd, altho' he very 
well knew, that to cite 18 poor Man in th we 
Ecclefiaſtical Court, would not be 107 Waß 
obtain his Tithe, but only. to puzitſh his 47 
with long Impriſonment: n Let he foug ght Not 
Method to; reduce him to A due Subj; An unto 
nie erer Ar: e 1s Si en ls than 
that . © 


N The 9 1 6 irſt 
the P Ye be Hart, in Si Rs, ben 


they ould not _ them ſubmit unt "heir The 
ranical Poyer any Sir Fey,. 3 

Abqut two Years after Ve Achte , ſigned 
by. the, 80 N 8 5 Ti indall 1 this 


5 K Littell. lived, ha ad g 
This Excommunication, Was bst in a very 
. Manner, arid wäs as follows —— 
On the eleventh Day 'of April, 1745, John Littell 
Vas cited to appear in. the "Eccleſiaſtical Court as 
above-mentioned ; the Tenor of Which run thus, 
———Tbet be ſhould | appear the third Hay after 
Service, or the next Court Day thence following. 
Being Served with this Citation John Littell went 


to 
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— to > the Teber of = 5 R's en 
quired of the Pariſh-Clerk, If there was any Court 
held there that Day, Who anſwered, No. Then 
he aſked, If he could tell when chere would be 


1 ! He replied, and faid, He could not 
t | 5 
And as there was no Day fixed in the Cita- 
Got when that Court ſhould be held, -the De- 
fendant was then at a Loſs to know when it 
would be; and concluding that he had then fully 


anſwered the Contents, and knowing his Cauſe 


to be good, he did not employ a Proctor to plead 
it; imagining that the juſt and equitable Laws of 
England would not admit of any Proceedings 
againſt him, until they had firſt acquainted him 
on what Day ſuch a Court was to be held: And 
indeed one might have reaſonably thought ſo too, 
but to his Sorrow it proved otherwiſe: For on 
the nineteenth Day of the ſame Month, a Court 
is laid to have been held before him, who they call, 
| „The Reverend Mr. Edward Griffiths 
« Clerk, Maſter of Arts, lawful Surrogate 52 
„ the RIGHT WoRsHiPFUL Jobn Andrew, Doc- 
< tor of Laws, Commiſlary and Sequeſtrator Ge- 
„ nera! to the RicuT REVEREND FATHER 
“ i Gop, Edmond, by divine Permiſſion,. Lord 
% Biſhop of Londen, &c.“ g 
What a long Train of empty T itles is thee 
annexed to the inter Function! Such as Pa- 
ter, James and John, and the reſt of their Bre- 
thren (whoſe Succeſſors they pretend to be) were 
intirely unacquainted with: For when they ſaluted 
one another, they called each by their proper 
Names, as plain Barnabas and Paul, and the like, 
Des :: „ OoRns 


t 
which indeed is the common Language of the 
Holy Ghoſt- throughout all the en Hg But 


\ to return 
This Roll of ſtup id Stuff (very little leſs than 
Blaſphe my) is to deſp lay the Character of one 
Man, viz. Edward Griffiths, who by his Behaviour 
(as appeareth by Copy of the Proceedings) had 

quite forgot that excellent Advice of 'our Lord 
and Maſter, Jeſus Chriſt. . TWhatſoever ge 
would that Men ſhould do to you, do you even fo 
to them : For this is the Law and the Prophets. * 
Otherwiſe he would never have ſuffered Judg- 


8 ment to paſs on an innocent Man, without per- 


mitting him the Opportunity of making his De- 
fence; more eſpecially when he lived at fo ſmall 

2 Diftance from the Place, and might have 7 0 
: 0 eaſily acquainted with the ſane. 

However, on the tenth Day of May followin g. 
another Court is ſaid to hive: been held before 
the above Edward Griffiths, who, in a very for- 
mal Way (I ſuppoſe according to the Cuſtom of 
that Court) N Sentence in the following 
Manner, 

„ Rightly and duly orotecidinge: in Regard, 
FJobn Tal, otherwiſe Little, of the Pariſh of 
© Chelmsford, in the ſaid County of Eſex; hav- 

A ing been lawfully and ke cited to 

* appear and anſwer the Reverend John Tindall, 

* Clerk, Rector of the Rectory and Pariſh Church 
* of Chelmsford: aforeſaid, in a certain Cauſe of 
* Subſtraction of Tithe or Tithes, at à certain 

* competent Day, Time and Place appointed, and 

d now paſſed and elapſed, and had been long 

N and ſufficientiy expected, but * not in * 


„ Matt vii. 02. 


Manner 


[4a] 
% Manner appeared, but contu maciouſly abſented 
£8 himſelf, and being thrice called, and not appear- 
« ing, did therefore pronounce bim to be Contuma- 


„ cious, and for Puniſhment of ſuch his Contu- 
46 macy, did at the Petition of the Proctor of 


* 


« the ſaid John Tindall, Clerk, decree him to bo 
« excommunicated, Juſtice ſo requiring! ? 
Admirable indeed! Was there ever ſuch . 
Bundle of Hypocriſy put together before, as here 
is diſplayed by the Authority of that Church, 
which you call yourſelves Members of? 
Rigbily and duly Procerding— Juſtice ſo requiring 
I cannot help thinking, but the Author of 
this Excommunication, hath ſtepped a little be- 
fide the Truth; becauſe I PRs a the Words 
ſhould have run thus————#rong fully and unduly 
proceeded, contrary to all Juſtice and Equity. And 
I appeal unto every impartial Man of all Deno- 


minations in the Proteſtant Religion, whether this 


is not moſt agreeable to the Truth? 

It is true, I do not underſtand the Laws of 
this Court, but according to the Laws of com- 
mon Senſe,” one ſhould imagine that a certain 
competent Day, Time and Place appointed, means, 
that Fobn Littell had been ſufficiently acquainted 
with the particular Day when this Court was held, 


and yet refuſed to appear (which is abſolutely falſe) 5 


for I cannot underſtand the Word, competent, 
to mean any Thing leſs. Indeed People in Au- 
thority may make Laws to alter the true Mean- 
ing of Words, and now and then, in a grave 
Manner, to aſſert a Falſity, without being ſubject 
_ unto Controul; but notwithſtanding their Gravity 
and Power, they cannot oblige us to believe 


them, 


In 
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In the Courſe of this formal Trial; we may 
bre, That on the eleventh Day of Aoril, he 
was cited to appear, and on the ninteenth Day 
of the fame Month, the firſt Court was held; 
and on the tenth Day of May following, he was 
excommunicated without his Knowledge of any 
Court being held, whereby he might have ap- 

eated to ani l Defence: And conſidering the 
Formality of their Proceedings, I think they made 
a pretty 9 5 Diſpatch ! I much queſtion whether 
any of their Neighbours 3 in the \Irqui//ition Coutts 
in Foreign Countries, can exceed. Lem for doing 
of Buſinefs: For it evidentiy appears, That theſe 
unmerciful Men fought to deſtroy this poor Crea- 
ture as quick as they could. For ſending a Man 
to Priſdn for Life, I conchide may be deemed 
nothing Tels han deſtroying him and his Fa- 


Allthe 'by "the? Sequel of theſe barbatous Pro- 


clin it appeareth they have the Shadow of 


Juſtice ſtill left in theſe Courts, for they acknow- 
ledge, That no Man ought to be excommuni- 
cated for -a Contempt, without full Proof be- 
ing firſt made, that he hath been ſerved with a 
Citation. For it is very abſurd and fidiculous 
indeed to condemn a Man for a Contempt of 
their Authority, without giving him ſome Inti- 
mation when they would have him appear be- 
fore them. Altho? by Copy of the Proceed- 
ings it appeareth, That Edward Grijiths was in a 
very great Hurry to paſs Sentence of Excommuni- 
cation, inſomuch that he forgot to have Proof 
of the Citatron's being ſerved. And when he found 
that he had not only condemned the Man with- 
eut 2 Hearing, but likewiſe without an Evidence of 
kis 


[ a3 ] 
Kis being 4 in Contempt: For it was on the tenth 
Day of May, 1745, chat he was excommunicated, 
and Samuel Barwitk, who ſerved the Citation, did 
not make Oath of the Service thereof before Ed. 
ward Griffiths until the thirteenth of the ſame 
Month, which is three Days after Sentence was 
Paſſed. I believe there is no ſuch Doings at the 
Old Bailey; ſo that @ Thief or a Pick-pocket ſtands 
a better Chance in the Courſe'of his Trial, than 
one who is true to this Chriſtian Teftimony againſt 
ſuch an Anti- ebriſtian Demand. Which 
(as I am informed by Edward Coke's Inſtitutes) 
is ſtill a diſputable Pint in Law whether there 
is any Tithe due for a Wind-mill or not. For 
he there ſays, © It was never judicially-determined 
* as he Knew of: and in the Caſe of a Falling-mill 
n Tithe was due; for of Profits that come only 

OY, the Labour and Induſtry of Man, no Tithe 

is to be paid; and the fame. Reaſon holds for 
" Corn-mills. For if the Parſon ſhould have 
every Tenth Toll Diſh, then it would often 
c happen, that he ſhould have twice Tithe of the 
6 Time Corn, which is againſt the Law.” And as 


Edward Coke is held in great Veneration among-the 


Learned in the Law, I'ſhall refer the Reader to his 
ad Inſt. page 621, or the Parſon's Counſellor with 
the Law of Tithes by Simon Megge page 261, 
wherein they will find that taking of Tithe for a 
Wind-mill, is not only contrary to the Goſpel, but 
likewiſe unto the Law, which they F is their 
beſt Friend in this Matter. 
Although it is not very material, whether how I 
is any Law at all in this Affair, for I make no doubt 
but ſome Men are ſo unreaſonable as not only to take 
Tithe of a Wind- mill; but-likewiſe would take Tithe 


LE the Rind: too, if they knew how to collect it to 
Advantage, 
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Advantage. And whether there was any Court 

held that Day that Samuel Barwicke, made the 
Affidavit to the Service of the C. itation, doth not 
much ſignify, for as they have all the Power in 
their own Hands, and can paſs Judgment when 
they pleaſe, without being called to an Account, 
they can eaſily ſacrifice unto their - Reſentment 
whom they pleaſe, whenever their avaricious Incli- 

nations lead them to it. 

In the Concluſion of this extraordinary Trial, 
when the Writ De Excommunicato Capiendo iſſued 
out, then they gave ſome Reaſons why they are 
obliged to puniſh this poor Man in this Manner, 
which. are more fully ſet forth in the following 
Words . And under ſuch Sentence of 
* Excommunication, for forty Days and more, 
© fince the-Publiſhing thereof, through an obſti- 
nate and incorrigible Diſpoſition ſtood, and doth 

now ſtand in Contempt of your Majeſty's Au- 
1 thority and Juriſdiction Eccleſiaſtical to the great 
40 Preudhce F bis Soul*s Health, and the: pernicious 
„Example of other good Chr ian. And whereas 
< the Ecclefiaſtical Laws have no further Power in 
* this behalf; we therefore humbly ſupplicate 
your Majeſty, in order to reform the Contempt 
and Contumacy of the ſaid Jobn Littell otherwiſe 
Little excommunicated as aforeſaid, That your 
« Majeſty would vouchſafe to be oraciouſly pleaſed 

** purſuant to the Laws and laudable Cuſtoms and 
< Statutes of this Realm, to extend your Royal 
* Aid and Command to your Secular Officers to 
© take and impriſon the Body of the ſaid Jobn 
* Littell otherwiſe Little, that he whom the Fear of 
„God will net reclaim from bis evil Ways, your 
_ ££ Majeſty's Obſervance may Force and Compell.” 
Dated the firſt of November 1745, and a 

whole 
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whole Proceedin os ſigned by James Lucas Deputy 
Regiſter. 

By the foregoing Compoſition it would appear as 
tho' the Authors of this Writ were Men of a gentle 
and loving Diſpoſition, and were much concerned 
that they could not bring back this Heretick from 
the Evil of his Way; who through an incorrigible 
Diſpoſition, to the great Prejudice of Bis SouP's 
Health, and the pernicious Example of other good 
Chriſtians, that they were obliged to puniſh his 
Body for the good of his Soul: A Method very 
Common with thoſe zealous People at Rome, be- 
cauſe it is according to their Principles and Policy, 
not to permit any ſuch pernicious Examples to re+ 
main amongſt the People leſt others ſhould rebel 
againſt their Arbitary Power. But really I did not 
know that there was any fuch Cuſtom in Practice 


in this Proteſtant Nation. And methinks if the 
Authors of this Writ (who I ſuppoſe call themſelves 


Proteſtants) are not aſhamed when they read it over 
again, I am willing to bluſh for them. 

I did not think to have enlarged ſo much on this 
Subject; but the Barbarity that there is committed 
in that which is called the Spiritual Court, under 4 
Form and Profeſſion of Religion muſt be aſtoniſh- 
ing unto every Inpartial Man, of all Denomina« 
tions. And it is greatly to be admired how ſuch a 
Court is ſuffered to ſubſiſt in a Proteſtant Nation! I 
make no further Obſervations on the foregoing 
Writ, becauſe the Principles there ſet forth are full 
enough of themſelves: For I think that if it had 
been compiled at Rome, and ſigned by the Pope 
himſelf it could not have been more compleat. 

- And now, my Friends, let me appeal unto your 
_ ownſelyes ſeriouſly to confider and determine on 
what F oundation this Church is built? And * 

dne 


FE} 


the Principles and Practice thereof is à Subjech 

worthy of a Proteſtant Miniſter to recommend hi 
Congregation to abide in? Would it not be more 
to his Credit and your Advantage, if he was to 


recommend you unto him who ſaid —— 1 am the 
May, and the Truth, and the Life: No Man cometh 
unto the Father but by me. * And whether it is not 
much ſafer to abide in the Truth which ſhall make 
you free, than to regard any Recommendation of 
abiding in any particular Se& or Denomination 


o 


which are now ſubſiſting in the World? I ſhall leave 
with you ſeriouſly to confider and determine. 


It js too common a Caſe, That Mankind in 
general are very fond of extolling and exalting 
their own Opinions in Religion, and are very apt 
to be too tenacious of the fame: But for my Part 
I am not for recommending People to follow an 
particular Opinion, which any Sect of Profeſſors 
have embraced ; well knowing that many are led 
aſide by that Means. No, my Friends, the Work 
of a Goſpel Miniſter is to open the Eyes of the 
People, and to turn them from Darkneſs unto Light, 
and from the Power of Satan unto God ;, that they 
may receive Forgiveneſs of Sins, and an Inheri- 
tance among them which are ſanttified: & Even as 
the Apoſtle Paul told King Agrippa; and not tg 
turn them from any particular Opinion, unto ano- 
ther, altho? ever ſo well refined with Reaſon and 
Argument. © : 5 A 
And with Regard: to the Doctrine of -Chriſt, it 
is comprized in a very few Words, and there is 
no Neceſſity to waſte ſo much Time at Can- 
bridge or Oxford (which might be put to a much 
better Uſe) as commonly is the Caſe with thoſe 


2 Ichn aiv. 6. 5 Ad xxvi. 18 | 
| who 
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who.go thither to learn the Art of Preaching te 
get a Livelihood. For as there is a Particle of 
the Divine Nature implanted in the Soul of Man, 
or in other Words be true Light which ligbi- 
eth every Man that-cometh into tbe World there- 
fore if Mankind are careful to give heed unte 
this Manifeſtation of Light, which is within them, 
it will not only zeach. flew to deny all Ungodli. 
neſs, but will ſhew them the Way ata everlaſting 
Peace, without being beholden unto, the Priett 
for his learned Interpretations. Nay, it will ſhine 
like a Light in a dark Place, and go before us 
even as the Star that holy Guide. went before ths 
wiſe Men from the Eaſt; hich: would have ſhewn 
them the right Way unto the Maſiab, if they had 
been obedient thereto, But alas! as it was then, 
Jo it is now, when Men have got a little Glim - 
mering of true Light ſhining upon them, they are 
apt to haſten away to Jeruſalem to enquire of the 
learned Rabbies, about thoſe Things which pertain 
unto the Kingdom of Chriſt. But when human 
Reaſon ſets up for a Guide in the Affairs of 
Religion, it is no Wonder the Travellers are, 
thus led out of the Way; as was the Caſe wich 
theſe wiſe Men: For this Star did not direct 
them to Jeruſalem, b which it is plain they made 
a great Miſtake in going thither to enquire of the 
Learned. However, the Lord is often pleaſed to 
permit Things for wiſe and good Ends, that a 
Soul, when once led out of the Way by a falſe 
Guide, might more narrowly obſerve and follow 
the true Light. And it is very remarkable, that 
after they 1 departed from Jeruſalem, the Star 
(that wy Guide) appeared to them. a * Which 


Ischn i. 9 A 
1 cauſed 
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cauſed them to rejoice with exceeding great Joy; 
and then they took more Care to follow the Di- 
region thereof. 14 1 

Such Sort of Doctrine as this it was that the 
beloved Diſciple John taught in his Day; intima- 
ting, that they (who are come into the New Co- 
venant) ſnould not ſtand in Need of being taught 
of Man; for they have a divine Teacher, ſuperior 
to all, even God himſelf. And as the ſame A- 


poſtle ſaid, when he wrote unto them of old, 


That they ſhould not adhere to any other Teacher, 
leſt they ſhould be ſeduced from the Ways of 
Truth, therefore he ſaid unto them —— But the 
Anointing which ye have received of him, abideth 


in you ; and ye NEED Nor that any Man teach 


you: But as the ſame Anointing teacheth you of all 
Things, and is Truth, and is no Lie: And even 
as it hath taught you, ye ſhall abide in bim 


But alas! How few there are that teach ſuch 


Doctrine as this? On the contrary, How many 
there are who are zealouſly contending for the 
Shadows of true Religion, labouring with all their 


Might to perſuade us into a Conf6rmity of their 


Opinions? | bee. 
And as Intereſt and Opinions are too prevalent 


with Mankind in general, ſo likewiſe it proveth 


dangerous unto thoſe who are liable to be judged 
by ſuch Men, who proceed on thoſe Principles: 
For if a Proteſtant cometh to be tried by a Jury 
of Papiſts, he ſtandeth a very fair Chance to be 


condemned for a Heretick. And if a Quaker 


was to be tried by a Company of Engliſh Biſhops, 
on Account of his Conſcience, it would give me 
no Surprize, if they were to give ſome ſuch- like 


24 John il, 27. 3 
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Sentence as Pharoah and his Taſt-maſters did when 

the Children of Iſrael deſired leave to go three 
Days Journey into the Wilderneſs to ſacrifice unto 
their God. I ſuppoſe the wiſe Men at that Time, and 
the Rulers and Governors of Egypt, looked upon 
this Propoſal to be a very whimſical Thing, and 


would not by any Means comply with it; be- 


cauſe in all probability it would make a Revo- 
lution in the State, and rather than they would 
admit of any Thing that would be prejudicial to 
State Policy, they Would run the Hazard of diſ- 
obeying the Commandments of the Lord; there- 


fore they ſaid unto them, 27 are Idle, + are Idle] 


and: adviſed themato be content and fulfil their 
daily Taſæ. But. let us remember this whimſical 


A Propoſal did not ſtop there, for when they cried 
_ unto, the Lord, it is ſaid, that-he heard them, and 


unto his Servant Moſes, ſaying, — I have ſurely 


> en the Afliction of my People, which: are in Egypt, 


and bavs bear their Cry, by Reaſon of their 
Taſt-maſters ; for 1 know their Sorrows. And the 
Cs mY preſume, 1 need not here rea 


late. 


And now wicht Regard to che . .* 


I hope it will be allowed, That the Almighty. 


hath ſtill a Right to give Commandment unto 


bis People: And altho? it ſhould appear ever fa. 


whimſical in the Sight of thoſe who have the Rule 


of Government in their Hands, yet as he is the 


Supream Lord of all the Earth, it will be well 
that his Commands are not diſregarded, altho* 
they ſhould appear {ſomewhat contrary to the Policy; 


F w * 


ebe the true Chriſtian Quaker 8 * 


ing, That he cannot comply with the Laws that 


are now in Being, will be looked upon ſome- 
E what 
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what idle by many People; yet, as he verily bes 
lieves, and is fully pee that Forceing and 
Compelling a Maintenance (by thoſe who call 
themſelves Miniſters of the Goſpel) is cohtrary 
to Me Command of our Lord, who faid unto his 
Diſciples; when he ſent them forth ——Frevly 50 
bade received, freely give. 
Therefore for 'us to pay Tithe undtr the Goſs 

pel Diſpenſation, and to comply with ſuch Laus 
(which are founded upon an Auti-Chriſtian Fouhz 
dation) would not only be a ſup pporting and u 

holding an bireling Miniſtry, contrary to the FRY | 
mand of our bleſſèd Lord“ but it — be eſta⸗ 
bliming Goſpet Principles on a. Legal Eſtabliſn- 
ment, and thereby deny that Chriſt is come in 
the Fleſh: Which I truſt and hope we ſhall 
never do, let the Conſequence be what it will. 

Theſe are our Reaſons why we cannot comply 

with this Anti- Chriſtias Demand. And for this 
Reaſon alone, ſeveral Servants of the Lord are 
now confined Priſoners for their Chriſtian Teſti⸗ 
mony; which the Rulers and Governors * this 


Land look upon to be whimſical, otherwif 1 
Eſ- 


would have felieved us long before now: 

1 when the People called Quakers 
Born Houſes of . 81 Year m_- 
to be relieved from under the cruel Oppreſſions, 
which are till ſubſiſting | in the Ecelefiaſtical Courts; 
which Petition paſſed in the Houſe of Commons 
tier their great Honour be it recorded) but was 

d in the Upper Houſe ; for what Reaſon 


1 2 * beſt; and who it was that made fat 


much Oppoſition 42 it Wenn I need not 3 


th. mention! * 


gl ; E 43% — q 0 Matt, &. 8. 


(5 
1 ſuppoſe ſome learned * were then 
made Uk of, to. ſhew that it would be danger- 
ous both unto Church and State, to give the 
Quakers any Encouragement, or grant them any 
Relief (from under their Yoke of Bondage, where- 
by, the. Tale of the Bricks would be diminiſhed) be- 
cauſe if they are excuſed from paying of Tithes 
| (or. fulfilling their daily 7 aſk) others Will want the 
fame. Privil 5 and in order to obtain that, 


I I 


Ft Part o the Kingdom wil! turn Qua- | 
ers; and chen Ws. muſt become of Our 
Clergy? *- 

n 


Al wer to this, rmit me to boy (and 1 
am wel gaſſured th at 1 Spirit of Cbriſt beareth 
me Witness) Gar if Baalam 8 Temptation was 
to be removed, none but honeſt and ſincere- 
hearted Men (who. are. truly concerned for the 
Cauſe) would then enter into the Work of the 
Miniſtry, which alone is the Way to have a Re- 
far mation in the Church of England. 

_ And ſuppoſing. not only a Part; but the width 
| Kingdom, were to turn Quakers * ? (If they came 


making a better Defence, with Eliſha? 8 Weapons, 
for the Safety of the Nation, than any that is 
now made 7 Sword or Spear. And althe 


boaſt ſomewhat more of our Authority, which the 
Lord hath given us for Edification ; yet, as our 
Boaſting is founded. 6 the Authority of. Truth, we 
are not aſhamed to ſpeak unto you the Goſpel 
of Chriſt with much (or eg 5 2 

Nay, even you yourſelves know the Truth 


whereof I affirm, For from the Beginning, what 


better Subjects could any King have, than that 
Body * People ſince their firſt Eitabliſhment ? 


„ 


in the Language of that great Apoſtle, 1 Hbould 


E. 2 1 


in at the right Door) they would be capable of 
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In what Plots or Rebellions have they been con- 
cerned ? Or where is the People that have managed 
the Affairs of their Church with better Economy? 
Or ſupported their Poor with greater Reputa- 
tion? Altho' with Grief it muſt be acknowlec ged, 
That they are very much upon the decline! “ 
But I hope and truſt that the Lord will be 1 8 
to raiſe up the Standard of Truth amongſt us, 
and once more to permit the Ark of the Covenant 
to be brought back unto Jeruſalem ; which I ſhall 
heartily rejoice to ſee. And 1 hope likewiſe that 
he. will be. pleaſed to raiſe up. ſome of his Ser- 
vants in his Spirit and Power to plead with thoſe 
cruel Taſk-maſters, who cauſe his People thus 
to ſuffer Affliction in this unchriſtian like Man- 
ner, which T have already mentioned. 

In this I would not be miſunderſtood; for 1 
do not mean that all. the Rulers of the Earth 
Join in Opprel ion: No, my Friends, Thanks be 
uhto our God, there are ſome in this Nation, 
whoſe Hearts are otherwiſe inclined, as appeareth 
by the Debates on the Tithe-bill, which was printed 
in the Year.17379. And altho* the upper Houſe 
thought proper to throw out the Bill, and would 

not relieve them; yet there were ſome (Noblemen 
indeed ) who were of another Opinion: And be- 
cauſe I think it will redound to the Honour of that 
Houſe, that they then had or ſtill may have ſuch 
Members amongſt them, and a Credit to their 
Poſterity to perpetuate their Memory; I will 
here recite Part of one of the Speeches therein 
mentioned, which breathes ſuch an excellent Spi- 
rit of Chanky,, that if the Title of Lord was a 


- ® As I ſhall more fully relate i in its proper Place, without 
ws any Reſpect unto Perſons, 


proper 


cv 


t-B,'þ 


proper Name for a Man, I ſhould not heſitate in 
calling him a noble Lord on that Account : For 
J think he deſerves the Title of Nobility, full 
as much as Feſtus did when he would not hear the 
unjuſt Clamours of the Jews againſt the Apoſtle Paul 
„ MSC” SS.” FR 

* Tt ſeems (ſays he) to be laid down as a Maxim 
by ſome Lords in this Debate, That the Quakers 
can have no Scruple of Conſcience in paying 
* Tithes, and upon this Maxim moſt of their Ar- 
guments have been founded; but, my Lords, 1 
lay it down as a Maxim, that they have a Scruple 
of Conſcience, and my Maxim is certainly the 
moſt charitable : I ſhall not ſay that their Scruple 
is well founded, or that it has any tolerable 
Foundation; but we have had many People 
| burnt in this very Kingdom for a Scruple of 
* Conſcience much like this of the Quaters. The 
Lollards, many of them, were burnt for not pay- 
ing the Tax called Peter-pence ; yet that Tax 
was then due by the Laws of the Land as much 
as Tithes are now: However, thoſe poor People 
thought they could not in Conſcience pay it, 
and ſuffered being burnt to Death rather than 
„get over that Scruple of Conſcience : Surely 
they were in Earneſt; and I cannot think that 
Man who ſuffers himſelf to be ruined and im- 
* priſoned for the Sake of any Scruple of Conſci- 
1; ence, can be in Jeſt. 5 by ſome odd Turn in 
* our Religious Affairs, we ſhould begin again to 
< light up Sacridices in this Kingdom, and ſhould 
„ make a Law for obliging every Man to give the 


ny 
40 


(e 


* See an Account of the Proceedings and Debates on the 
Tithe- bill in 1737, page 35, and as the Author of that Speech 
was not a Quaker, ſome Allowance muſt be made for a few of 
the Expreſſions; which are very modeſt, and full of good 


Nature. | : 


ing the 


„ OS + 
« Firſtlings of his Flock, or ſo much Moyer 


« Yearly, to his Pariſh Prieſt for that Purpoſe, I 


e ſhould: not think him a very conſcientious Chri- 
e ſtian that would voluntarily and freely comply 


with ſuch a Law; ſo that there may be Cafes 


« ſuppoſed, in which, an Obedience to the Laws 


really be inconſiſtent with good Conſcience z, and. 


therefore in Charity we onght to believe, that 
«* the ae are ſincere in the Scruple of Conſci- 
e ence they pretend, with Reſpect to the Payment 
of Tithes; for as they think, that every Man 


ho is capable, or who is moved by the Spirit, 


as they call it) js obliged to preach the Doctrine 
of Chriſt. without Fes or Reward; they may, 
« and they probably do think it as inconſiſtent, 
« Hire for Preaching, as we would think it to 
« facrifice, or to give Money for Sacrifices. For. 
this Reaſon, I am againſt perſecuting them 
« with heavy Coſts; and for the ſame Reaſon, if 
<« there were in this Kingdom, ſuch Nonjurors as 
& have been mentioned, as long as they did not 
any Way diſturb the Government, I ſhould be 
< for ſhewing all poſſible Regard to the Tender- 
« neſs of their Conſtience z 1 ſhould, be for take- 
> Taxes from them in the moſt eaſy and 
cheap 1 that could be contrived ; So far 
* would I be from looking upon their Scruple of 
<: Conſcience as Seditious, or treating their Appli- 
„ cation with: Contempt, that I ſhould be for 


e taking the Taxes from them, in any Manner 


they could preſcribe, providing it did not injure 
Le the Government.” t. 4 
Talents are employed in the Works of Rigkteocl 
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neſs, how bright do their Examples ſhine before 
thoſe that are round about them? Even as it was 
with” Solomon, while his Heart was right in the 
Sight of the Lord, his Ways roſpered before 
Him, and his Kingdom was eſtabliſned in Peace. 
But on the contrary, when great Men forſake the 
righteous Law -of God, and do not regard his 
Commandments, what a Multitude do they cauſe 
to err by their Example? And in vain do they 
make a Profeſſion of Religion, when their ene 
are inclined to do Evil. 

Thus it was with David when he ſet ſo pernicious 
an Example before the People, and was guilty of not 
only committing Adultery with Bazb-ſheva, but alſo | 
he cauſed Uriah, her innocent Huſband, to be ſlain, 
in order to cover his Wickedneſs. Peradventure 
He might imagine that as he was exalted unto ſo 
high a Station, he was not ſabje& to be called to 
an Account for ſo baſe a Crime, which cauſes 
many to err even unto this Day. But we may 
remember the Eyes of the Lord was upon him, 
and had it not been for his faithful Friend the 


Prophet Natban, in all Probability his Ruin would 


have fon enſued; and although the Almighty was 
pleaſed in Merey to accept of his Return N was 
in Sack- cloth and Aſhes) yet he remembered his 


Tranſgreſſi ion, and e his Affliction all his 


Days. And when the Prophet Nathan wagſent unto | 
him, he had no pleaſant Tidings to relate, becauſe of 
this Wickedneſs which he had committed ; which 
cauſed the Anger of the Lord to be kindled againſt 
him, and the Prophet was ordered to fay ——— 
Now therefore the Sword ſhall never depart froin ibine 
_ Houſe, becauſe thou- haſt deſpiſed me, and haſt taken 
the Wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy Wife. Thus 
fails the Lord, Behold I will raiſe-up=Evil againſt 
 } +6: E 4 | thee 


303 
zbee out of thine own Houſe. * Which Suyidg was 
fully verified in the Houſe of David when Abſalom 
his Son rebelled againſt him; the Conſequence of 
which brought ſuch a melancholy Scene on the 
Carpet, that it is faid, David, and all the Country 
wept with a loud Voice, end covered their Head 45 
they «vent weeping up Mount Olivet. 
And when Sbimei curſed David and threw, Stores 
at him from off the Hills, he very well knew. the 
Sentence of the Lord by the Prophet Nathan was 
juſtly come upon him: Therefore he would nat 
That Shimei ſhould be ſlain according to the Requeſt 
of Aoiſbai the Son of Zeruiab, but in the Dep ch * 
_ is inward Trouble and Affliction (which — that 
Time vas very great indeed) remembring what was 
the Cauſe that ſo great a Calamity had befallen him, 
he mournfully ſaid unto them What have Þ 
20 do with you," ye Sons of Zeruiah ? So let him curſe, 
becauſe the Lord hath ſaid unto him, Curſe David. 
Who ſball then ſay, wherefore haſt thou done fo? 
And David ſaid unto Abiſhai, and to all his Servants, 
Behold iy Son, which came forth of my Bowels, ſeek- 
eth my Life : How much more now-may this Benja- 
mite do it? Let him alone, and let him curſe : For 
tbe Lord hath bidden bim. It may be that the Lord 
evil! book on mine Aſliction, and that the Lord will, 
reguite me good for his Curſing this Day. 3 

By the above mournful Speech it appears how 
greatly afflicted this poor Man was, and how truly 
ſenſible he was frem whence it came, and what was 
the Cauſe of ſuch Diſtreſs. And although he was 
ſeated on ſuch a powerful Throne, yet the: whole 


Kingdom could not afford him any Relief unto his 


troubled Mind. the common La ee 0 of _ 


6 1 * 
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© Re 


e Sem. al. 10, | 2 Sam. . 10. 9388 


1 


and the dreadful Effects of ſighting the Command 
ments of the Lord. 8 
And when Solomon his Son came to the Throne, 
while he feared the Lord, how bright did his Ex- 
ample ſhine before Men, inſomuch that it is ſaid — 
There was none. like bim before. And he alſo ob- 
| ſerved unto Hiram King of Tyre, what was the 
Cauſe why his Father could not build the Houſe of 
the Lord, for ſays he, Thou knoweſt that 
David my Father fl; not build an. Houſe unto the 
Lord bis God, for the Wars which were about him on 
every Side, Iniil the Lord put them under the Sole of 
bis Feet. But now the Lord my God hath given me 
Reſt on every Side, ſo that there is neither Adverſary, 
nor evil Occurrent. A happy Reign indeed! But 
alas! how ſoon did this great wiſe Man forget hin 
who was the Cauſe of ſuch Happineſs? And when 
his Heart was turned away after ſtrange Gods, and 
degenerated intoWantonneſs with lewd Women, then 
came on Wars again, the common Curſe unto a 
diſobedient Prince; for it is ſaid, That the Lord 
ſtirred up an Adverſary unta Solomon, and did 
rend out of his Hands great Part of the Kingdom, 
on Account of his Wickedneſs, becauſe he did not 
keep the Covenant and tbe Statutes, which the Lord 
had commanded him ta obſerve. 
And as it is with the Prince, fo likewiſe it is 
with the Peaſant, for in the Sight of the Lord there 
is no Reſpect of Perſons: But in every Nation, he 
that feareth him, and worketh Righteouſneſs is accepted 
of him. * On the Contrary, he that departs from 
this righteous Law which is written in the Heart, 
(either Prince or Peaſant) the Lord will certainly 
ſtir up Adverſaries againſt him, and he ſhall 20 


70 · ; 
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Frouble and Affliction all his Days, for There 1 


10 Peace, ſaith the Lord, unto the Wicked, * © 
- Having tow given you my Thoughts (according 


to the Light it has pleaſed God to give me) of 
thoſe Thin ge, which appear to me to be a by | 


at Hin rance . unto 0 che Golpel of Chriſt; 
ould here conclude, did not I IN there was a 
dere for me to take ſome Notice of Two 
graphs which have been lately publiſhed in 


Joe 12 22 Journal ; The Contents of which 


o not appear to me, to. be of ſich great Impor- 
tance” to t 


not be Thought to be prepoſſeſſed with Prejudice, 


and thereby be induced to pu ut falſe Conſtructions 


on his Words, and that the Reader may more fully 


b nderſtand what I mean, 1 will recite the whole 


aragraphs at Length: 
* 40 May tt, 1746. I came to Londen, 


« The Sower of Tares, I I found; had not been 0 


« ile, but ſhaken many, and moved ſome from 


- their Stedfaſtneſs, who once ſeemed to be Pillars. 


The next Week, finding no other Way to con- 


«© vince ſome who were hugely in Love with that 
0 


* 


ſolemn Tri fle, my Brother and I were at the 
4 Pains of reading over Robert Barclays Apology 
% with them. Being willing to receive the Light, 
* their Eyes were opened. They ſaw his Naked- 
ie refs, and were aſhamed, || 

Alas! my Friend it gives me much Concern that 


teh ſhouldſt be ſo weak, as thus to expoſe thyſelf 
to the World! For what good didſt thou ever ex- 


pect would ariſe from this Publication? And how 


unkindly thou haſt treated the Works of that 


fia xlviii. 225 | See Journal 1746, page 67. 
GLOTE _vorthy 


Publick, as to requite being made 
known unto the V old. However that might 
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worthy Man (who is now at Reſt) is well known 


unto many People, who have ſome Reaſon to believe, 


that Book with thoſe, whom thou apprehends have 


that if he was living, thou wouldſt have Cauſe to 
hide thy Head. e e e 

The Sowter of Tares we very well know is always 
underſtood to be the grand Enemy of Truth; but 
how equitably thou haſt drawn the Parallel on Ro- 
Bert Barclays Apology, and have repreſented him 
in that Light, I will leave for others to determine. 
Being apprehenfive that the thinking Part of the 
World will be of another Opinion. ö 
And with Regard to the Pains which thou beſtow- 

ed in reading over Robert Barclay's Apology, when 
there was, No other Way to convince ſome, who 
de were hugely in Love with That ſolemn Trifle,” 
it appears what a great Value thou ſets on thy own 
Performances: And from thence concludes; that 
if thou doſt but take the Pains of reading over 


erred from the Truth, they muſt be convinced of 
the Errors therein contained, and with ohn Weſley's 
Eyes, ſee Robert Barclays Nakedneſs, and be 

aſhamed, lb Re ad Tg : 
Indeed my Friend, 1 cannot help thinking but 
this is too concluſive, and a leſs Opinion of thy 
own Abilities would be more commendable in a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel ; for this is a very precipi- 
tant Way of judging, and in a triumphant Manner 
3 a Victory, before the Battle is ended. 
lore eſpecially when J muſt obſerve, that thoſe 
Perſons who are faid to be hugely in love with that 
folemn Trifle, are William Briggs and Jobn Webb, 
| Who are inclined to think, that nothing which is 
ſolemn, can be Trifling ! And are ſtil] of an Opinion 
that it contains ſuch a Body of found Divinity, 
founded upon ſuch living Principles, and * 
with 
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with ſuch a Variety of convincing. Truths, and fa 
| clearfrom Flattery in his Dedicationto King Charles IL 

that- hitherto: John We ey has not produced any 
Thing like it. And crying down the Works of 
another, with Contempt, in order to exalt our- 
ſelyes, is but a mean Way of diſplaying our Talent. 
And I believe it will be allowed, that calling of 
difreſpectful Names. is a very ſhort Way of anſwer. 
ing a Book. 

Therefore as Jahn 72 y 2 he does 
not want Abilities to convince the World of thoſe 
8 Errors, which are ſaid to be contained in that Book, 
it will be more to his Credit, to ſet down and write 
a conyincing Anſwer unto every Propoſition, which 
is there propoſed, in that Apology. But if he 
ſhould not have Time, or Freedom, for ſuch 
an Undertaking; (which I am inclined to think he 
will have neither) then it will be more becoming 
his Character, not to condemn any Thing by the 
Lump for the Future. 

"= now according to my, Propoſal, I ſhall here 
tranſcribe the other Paragraph. ._._ | 
January 1, 1746-7. I preached at Four in the 
% Morning, on I am the Almighty Cod: Walk be- 
e fore me and be thou perfeff. We dined with 
« poor John I7. now throughly poiſoned by Robert 
* Bardlay's Apology, which he was ſure would do 
“ him no Hurt, till all his Love to his Brethren 
<< were ſwallowed up in _ dotage about nion, 
and Strife of Words. * 

In the Paragraph before mentioned, Robert 
Barclay. is repreſented to be, The Sower of Tares, 
| wig or not been idle with ien . and A 


. See Journal p. 121. OS 
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bb, but in-this Paragraph he is made to appeas 
as though. he was ſome venomous Creature, which 
had © Throughly Poiſoned poor John Mun and 
without the Aſſiſtance of a ſkilful Phyſician in order 
to expel the Poiſon, is liable to be ſwallowed: up 
in dotage about Queſtions, and Strife of Words! 
However, ſuppoſing I allow my Caſe to be dange- 
rous, yet am willing to give thee a Specimen that 
all my Love to ay Brethren is not W de- 
ſtropell. a 
How far 1 am now Gouting about Queſtions 
and Strife of Words I will not ſay; and I ſup- 
poſe John Weſley very well knoweth, That if the 
Principles of the true Chriſtian Quaker (as are 
more fully ſet forth in that Apology) ſhould take 
Place in the Methodiſt Society, the Prieftly Au- 
thority muſt then fall to the Ground: And whe- 
ther that is not the Cauſe why he exclaims ſo 
much againſt that Book, and ee me in this 
Manner to the World, I know not! However 
ſuch Proceedings doth not appear to me to be 
any ways becoming a Miniſter of Chriſt ; nei- 
ther are they conſiſtent with'true Brotherly Love. 
For my own Part I can truly fay, That I 
defire to know no Man after hy Pb, and I 
entertain a very mean Opinion of that Love 
which can itidulge me in the Vanity of my own 
Performances without a Reproof : For I take him 
to be my beſt Friend who will not diſguiſe or 
conceal his Friendſhip, when he ſees me err from 
the Truth; but as the P/almiſt faith, Let 
the Righteous ſmite me, it ſhall be a Kind + * 
And let bim reprove me, it ſbail be an ebenen 
Oil, which 2 Hall not break my Head. ae 


# Pſalm 141. 6, 5 


R 
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in this Spirit of Love, I hope the Toregoing wi 
be -aecepted. - _ 
Peradventure it ill. be thou ht. that I look 
upon the Methodiſts in a very ug ifferent Tae 
as though no Good had been done amongſt them, 
Lana I have been ſo free as to remark what J 
think a-miſs in him, who is at the Head of their 
Society. But to remoye all ſuch Thoughts out 
of the Way, I freely acknowledge . to the 
contrary: And I believe a great deal of Good has 
been ſpringing up one ON, . I at the 


1 


am — 2 =» one crying in the Wi 9 = 75 
trait the Way of -the Lord. And many by this 
Miniſtry. have been drawn out into the Wilder» 
neſs of this World, and have been truly baptized 
unto Repentance for the. Remiſfion of Sins. Al- 
though I am doubtful whether that Humility and 
Self-denial is not very much upon the decline 


amongſt them; and whether the ſame Misfortune- 


— not befallen them as befel Foſbua and the 
Elders of Ifrael, who were beguiled by the Flat- 
tering Speeches of- the Hivites, „* they en- 
tered into League with them, and aſted not Coun- 
fel at the Hand of the Lord; but ſuffered them to 
dwell- in the Promiſed: Land, contrary to his 
Commandment. - « 

And I am allo fearful that they- will not be 
_ pleaſed if it ſhould. be thought that their Com- 
— goeth no farther than that of Jab the 
Haptiſt, whoſe Dodrine did admit of the Uſe of 
thoſe elementary and typical Things, when he 
faid,- J indeed baplixe you with Water unto 
Repentanee but be (hat cometh ger” me, is migh- 


tier 
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tier than I whoſe Shoes I am not worthy to bear; 
be ſpall baptize = with the 790 Oy and with 
Bic 1 „80 * 


As though he had bad, In the Courſe * wy 
Miniſtry, I make Uſe of thoſe outward Things, 
ſuch as Water, and the like, but when the Doc- 
trine of Chriſt comes to take Place among the 
People, which is of a ſpiritual Nature, then theſe 
outward Things will have an End. For I am only 
A rl er of that Doctrine which muſty In- 
but nine maſt-Decreaſe.. And although he 
was the greateſt among thoſe that were born of 
Women, yet he was content with that Commil- 
fion ; and if the Almighty hath been pleaſed to 
give any ſuch Commiſſion unto the People called 
en who now abide ip theſe elements: 
Things, Why fhould they be diſpleaſed-? * 
the Lord, let him do nM * Good in his 
1 


- ,- -_ 2 . — * — —— 


; * Matt. iii. 11. 
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H oneſta and Sincere-hearted, &: 


AVING now given you my Thoughts 
relating to the People called Methodiſts, 
I come now to lay before you what 
hath been very heavy on my Mind con- 
cerning the People called Quakers ; which I fear 
will not be very acceptable to ſome. However 
as I dare not ſeek the Favour of Men, being 
fully perſuaded in my own Mind, that it is my 
Duty thus to publiſh the following Circumſtances, 
that the Honeſt and Sincere-hearted (unto whom 
alone I preſent this Appeal) may more fully be 
acquainted with the — — State of our Society 
in general. From whence J hope they will be 
ſtirred up in the d. of the Lord unto a 
_ watchful 
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watchful Diligence therein, and. not permit . the 
Philiſtine Nature to- invade the promiſed Land, 
and carry away the Ark of the Covenant unto the 
Houfe of Dagon. 5 5 
Seeing this was like to be- the Conſequence 
with our wholeſome Diſcipline, a very heavy Ex- 
erciſe came over my Mind, which cauſed me to 
make a verbal Propoſal in the Monthly Meeting 
unto which I belonged, That we ſhould make an 
Enquiry into the preſent State of our Members ; 
many of whom I had obſerved (with Grief of 
Heart) did not walk as become the Diſciples and 
Followers of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : And as no 
Notice was taken of this Propoſal, the next 
Monthly Meeting I wrote them the following 
Letter, TS . 2 


F 
To Friends at their Monthly Meeting 
in White-hart-court, Grace-church- 
ſtreet, London, 
Dear Friends, 


Cannot well remain eaſy in my Mind with- 
out obſerving once more the great Neceſſity 

of the Meeting's appointing ſome Friends to en- 
quire into the Behaviour of ſome of her Mem- 
bers, whoſe Irregularities are ſo prevailing in the 
Society, that 1 fear great Diſgrace will be brought 
on the Church of Chriſt on that Account. To 
prevent which, I conclude, it is highly expedient 
for us. ſpeedily to conſider and follow the Advice 
of the Apoſtle Paul to a” Theſſalonians, which yas 
7 pj 


Jo withdraw themſelves from every Brother that walketh 
Grun b. ebe A TOrT 

And in order to find out thoſe that are ſo, if the 
Meeting pleaſes to appoint any Friends for this 
Service. they will have Authority to acquaint them 
therewith, without being eſteemed Buſiebodies, 
which is commonly the Conſequence when any are 
truly concerned to cleanſe the Society from ſuch 
diſorderly Members, who are always ready to queſ- 
tion their Authority, by ſaying, —— Who made 
thee a Ruler and a Fudge over us? From whence 
great Diſputes and Difficulties ariſe for Want of 
the. Meetng's: Authent®.: 5 
I!his alſo ſeems to me to be the Mind of the laſt 
Yearly Meeting, which adviſes, That all Monthly 
Meetings ſhould appoint Overſeers to watch over 
the Flock, and prevent in Time the many Diſor- 
ders that are increaſing amongſt us. 
But if this Work is left to the Members in ge- 
neral, it becomes every one's Buſineſs, and then 
daily Experience ſhews us in what Manner it is ac- 
With the Salutation of dear Love thus concludes 

him, who is (in a Degree) much concerned for the 

Welfare of Zion, | 


5 FOUN VE BB. 
London, 8 Jah, 1752. 1 75 


The foregoing Letter was delivered unto the 
Monthly Meeting, ſome of whom were not pleaſed, 
at ſuch a Propoſal ; imagining that it would be 
ſetting up a Court of Enquiry, which they would. 

no ways agree to, therefore at the Adjournment of 

the Monthly Meeting this Letter was intirely*re- 
jected, and the Author was upbraided for writing 

—— 5 1. 


17 ] 
it, which increaſed my Pain, well knowing what 


was the Cauſe why it was rejected. However, 
not hg after I ſent them os e r 


III desde ge | 


To F e at their Monthly Meeting 


in White-hart-court, Grace-church- 
ſtreet, London. 


6 57 Dear Friends, | 
T AST Monthly Meeting I obſerved there 
x; were a Couple preſented themſelves to the 

ecting, en Account of Marriage. The young 
Woman ( faid is be a Friend, and a Member of our 
. Meeting) made a very bright Appearance, ac- 
cording to the modern Fafhion of Gentlewomen 
Quakers. The young Man came from Maryland, 

and had brought a Certificate from the Quarterly 
Meeting at Weſt River to this City, which faid 
nothing in Commendation of his Sobriety or his 
orderly Converſation and Behaviour, yet was eafily 
accepted, which gave me ſome Surprize: For if 
a poor Man had come unto the Meeting under 
the like Circumſtances, J fear we ſhould have 
been more careful to make. ſome' Enquiry info 
his Conduct and Behaviour (at leaft while among 
us) without making any Apology for detaining him 
till the Minute was made, or ſo precipitantly re- 


| Church, 


chi ing of __ into the Body of See : 


F 2 It 


2 ˖˙ 


It is true, I know nothing of the young Man, 
therefore have nothing to ſay againſt his Conduct 
and Behaviour, but what confirms me in my O- 
pinion is, at the ſame Time a Caſe of the like 
Nature did not meet with ſo great Diſpatch, al- 
though I preſume the ſame Neceſſity. And if 
his Acknowledgment was ſincere (which I charitably 


believe) I apprehend he ſhould not have met with 


any Hindrance ; z eſpecially when the Cauſe of his 
not being in Union with the Society, is. chiefly 
owing” to our Meeting; for if they had done their 
Duty in all Probability he would have been re- 
ſtored to Unity many Years ago. 

Now if theſe Things are ſo, how then ſhall we 
keep ourſelves clear from that Charge which the 
Apoſtle James gave unto the Church, wherein he 
fays———< My brethren have not the Faith of 


© our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Lord'of Glory, with 


<< Reſpe& of Perſons: For if there come unto 
your Aſſembly a Man with a gold Ring in good- 


© ly Apparel, and there come in alſo a poor Man 


in vile Raiment; and ye have Reſpect to him 
that weareth the gay Cloathing, and ſay unto 
„ him, Sit thou here in a good Place; and "lay to 


„ the poor Man, Stand thou there, or fit here 


under my Footſtool: Are ye not then Partial 


< in yourſelves, and are become Judges of evil 


„Thoughts?“ 
Without Doubt the A well knew what | 
Confuſion Partiality would bring into the Church, 
and that it would be a Weight and an Oppre- 
fion on the Seed of the Kingdom, therefore his 
Advice is accordingly ; which J hope for the fu 


ture we ſhall be more careful to take. 


And indeed, Friends, I cannot help thinking 


but this was the Cute of -that young Man's Con- 
'% cern 
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cern laſt Monthly Meeting, when he ſaid 
% Friends, my Heart aches within me at the late 
Appearance that has been before us, and Fear 
has taken hold on me, leſt we ſhould grow worſe. 
„ and worſe, when ſuch paſs as Members of our 
< Society: Theſe Things grieve my very Heart.” 


——— Unto which it was anſwered, 
| There are many Friends whoſe Hearts ache as 
<« well as thine, Friend; but at preſent how can 
we help it?“ —— Which Words took great. 
Hold of my Mind, and ſhould have declar'd my 
Sentiments then, had Opportunity permitted me 
Utterance, However, pleaſe to permit me now 
to ſay, ns s $7 ages won 
If we cannot help it at preſent, How are we 
like to help it in Future, when it is ac- 
knowledg'd, That the Society is growing worſe 
and worſe? Which brings to my Remembrance 
what Arguments Aaron made Uſe of, when Moſes 
Was angry with him for permitting the People 
to worſhip the Golden Calf in the Wilderneſs, 8 
who ſaid much to this Purpoſe, : Let 7 55 
* not the Anger of my Lord wax hot: Thou 
© knoweſt the People, that they are ſet on Mif- 
„chief, and how can I help it? For they ſaid 
* unto me, Make us Gods which ſhall go be- 
fore us; and leſt they ſhould murmur and re- 
<< bel, and thereby leave the Congregation, I was 
% obliged to comply with it, to keep them to- 
< pether.”——— But we may remember the Al- 
mighty did not approve of ſuch Policy, which was 
the Cauſe of three thouſand Men falling by the 
Sword in one Day. . 
And with Regard to thoſe Words, How can we 
help it? J anſwer, By no other Way than laying 
| the Axto the Root of the Tree, for it will be in 
| ; | F 3 | vali 
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vain to think of lopping off any of a Branches, 
when the Root is 15 remaining. Friends, 
the great Goddeſs Diana muſt be 4 out of 
our Temples, with all the Craftſmen of that Oc- 
cupation, who make the filver Shrines for her 
Service; and we muſt enquire, For the old Paths 
wherein is the good Way, which our ancient. 
Friends walk'd in: The Way of Humility and Self- 
denial, which, at er is very much wanting 1 in 
our Society. bag % 
And in order to obtain this, let not Zion 
Watchmen grow weary, but wait on the Lord, 
who giveth Power to the Faint, and to them that 
have no Might, he increaſeth Strength : And altho\ 
her Enemies are flowing in like a Flood, inſomuch 
that the Society is in imminent Danger of falling 
by the too viſible Declenſion that ſo evidently 
appears amongſt her Members; yet Jet us not 
forget how Fericho trembled and her Walls fell 
down, when the Power of the Lord was made 
known by the Sound of the Rams Horns before 
the City. And how the Midianites fled when 
they heard the Noiſe of Gideon's Pitchers and 
Trumpets. But as it was then, ſo even let it be 
now: ¶ hoſocver is fearful and afraid, let bim re 
turn and depart early from Mount Gilead. Per- 
adventure the Lord may ſee as great a Neceſ- 
ſity now to recover and bring back our drooping 
Society, by a few weak Inſtruments for the ſame 
| Reaſons as it was with the Children of Jfrael; 
ben. they were pitched beſide the Well of Harod. 
It is true, at preſent we have no golden Calf ſet 
up in our Aſſemblies for Worſhip, becauſe it is 
not the Faſhion of the World ſo to do. But 
alas! May it not with Grief be obſery'd. that. 


„ we 
8 


Fa | 
we. are got as much into- Idolatry as they who 
ſaid, Theſe be thy Gods, O Iſrael! 
Nay, if we admit of the Difference in the 
Diſpenſations (between the Law and the Goſpel) 
and what great Privileges we may obtain in the 
New Covenant, Wherein Life and Immortality is 
now brought to Light through the Gofpel, to what 
q they had, who in the Covenant of Works, ſaw 
only as thro? a Glaſs darkly, I think 1 may ſafely 
ſay, We far exceed them  _ 5 


- 


For are not our Aſſemblies very full with 
ſuch Members, who idolize and worſhip thoſe 
ſuperfluous Gew-gaws, which fo plentifully hang 
round about them, and appear ſo inconſiſtent 
with the plain Principles we profeſs, that -if the 
Prophet Jaiab was now to take a Look into our 
Aſſemblies, he would find the fame Cauſe to com- 
plain againſt us as he had againſt the Children 
of Jjrael, oencerning their Jewels and Otna- 
ments? 3 5 


And it is too evident that we alſo are willing | 
to eat our own Bread, and to wear out own Appa- = 
rel, according to the Corruption of our own Wills, 
as they were; and are likewiſe as deſirous of be- 
ing calPd by ſome particular Name, to take. away 
our Reproach. 33 
Friends! 1 ſpeak not of Things done in a 
Corner, for I believe it now ſtands upon Record 
to ſucceeding Generations, That one of our Mem- 
bers gave a hundred Guineas for a Girdle Buckle 
to wear on a Wedding-day : And while ſome are 
running into great Exceſſes in their Marriage En-": y 
tertainments, others are following the vain Cuſ- 
toms and fooliſh Faſhions of the World in their 
hypocritical Dreſſes at their Burials z inſomuch that 
it may be faid in much Truth, Jeruſalem is 
11 5 . ruined 
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ruined, and Judah #s fallen; becauſe their Tongues 
and their Doings are againſt the Lord to provoke the 
Ejes of bis Glory. 

And if theſe Things are permitted to go on 
by our Elders, without a publick Teſtimony a- 
gain them, I fear we are doing nothing leſs 

an joining Hands with thoſe who danced round T 
the Golden Image in the Wilderneſs. | 

Oh, - Friends! my Heart is full, and my Spirit 
is orieved to ſee wich Abominations committed 
in Iſrael! And it has given me great Concern 
when I have read over the hiſtorical Account 0h 
our ancient Friends, and have compar it with 
the preſent Situation of our Society; wherein ſo 
great a Declenſion appears to me that it has 
brought great Grief on my Mind on that Account, 
inſomuch that I have many Times ſecretly wiſhed 
that the Almighty would be pleaſed to raiſe up 
ſome in his Spirit and Power, and with true Zeal 
for his Cauſe,. once more to fetch back the Ark of 
the Lord to Jeruſalem ; which! ſhall heartily rejoice 
to ſee. | 
In Conſequence of this Convert, I was conftrain'd 
ſome Months ago to obſerve the great Irregularities 
that aroſe in our Society, for Want of due Care be- 
ing taken in Time, to deal with thoſe of our Youth, 
who by their diſorderly Practices, bring great Diſ- 
grace on the Church of Chriſt, and whoſe Extra- 
vagancies lead them to ſuch Extremities, that 
it would be well for us to follow the Advice of 
Paul to the. Theſſalonians, and withdraw our- 
ſelves from every Brother that. 404 atk erb 4 er. 
derly. © 

And if we were to watch over one another in 
| Love, and due Care was taken by thoſe that are 
| qualified of the Lord to keep clean the Church of 
::. Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, 1 have Reaſon to believe that many * 
our Youth might be dens: under our * 
ſome Diſcipline, and there dy be prevented run- 
ning into thoſe Extravagancies which produce ſuch 
fatal Conſequences, and daily appear round about 
us. But if not (after this Labour of Love) then I 

think we ſhould not only withdraw ourſelves, but 
give forth a faithful Teſtimony againſt them for 
uch evil Practices; for I ſee no Reaſon why they 
ſhould be continued on any other Terms than o- 
thers are admitted Members into this Church, whoſe 
Title thereto ſhould appear by their Obedience to 
the Spirit of Truth. 
And why the Monthly Meeting mould be ſo 
mch in Fear of making this Enquiry into the 
preſent State of their Members, I muſt leave for 
them to determine, which at this Time I be- 
leve yup never was ſo great a  Necellity for 
it. 
Fo or my BY not Je. Grief be obſerved," That 
the Hedges of our Diſcipline are broken .down, 
inſomuch that the Wild Boars out of the Woods 
get into our Vineyards, and prey upon the young 
and tender Vines, which our ancient Friends, with 
much Labour and Pains, brought up out of Egypt, 
and in the Wiſdom and Spirit of Truth, were di- 
reed of the Lord to plant in this Land. 
And that Name, which was once ſo valuable 
among the Nations, and ſpread itſelf from Sea to 
Sea, is now in Danger of becoming a Proverb of 
Reproach, occafion*d bf thoſe wither'd and corrupt 
Branches, which at preſent are permitted to remain 
in the Society. The Heathen laugh as they paſs 
by, and the Uncircumciſed rejoice at our Falling. 
The Philifines prepare War againſt us, and Goliab, 


mor Champion, is got into our Camp, with his 
over 
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over-ruling Spirit, in order to bear down thoſe that 
are young and tender-hearted in the Cauſe of the 


Lord. 


And indeed, Friends, a Jealauly ariſes in my 
Mind, left our Elders ſhould devolve into Soft- 
neſs and Effeminacy, and. by Degrees follow the 
Precepts and Examples of thoſe who call them- 
ſelves Spiritual Lords in the National Church; 
who, by Experience ſhew, their Motives are 
chiefly bent to maintain their State and Grandeur, 


more than to propagate the Goſpel of: Chriſt among 
the Sons of Men. 


Friends, our Coaches and Chariots may make 

a ſplendid and glittering Appearance in our So- 
Sy, but 1 am fully perſuaded they will never 
bring any Honour unto the Caufe of Chriſt in 
the Profeſſion of our Chriſtian Principles, which 
always ſhin'd the brighteſt in the Profeſſors when 
they made the leaſt Fi igure and Shew in the 
World. 

I ſhould not appear in this: Manner, but A 


Zeal for the Lord of Hoſts excites me, left the 


t Amas (or ſome one in his Spirit) ſhould 
be ſent unto us, as in old Time unto the Houſe of 


 Tfrael, becauſe they had revolted from his moſt 


righteous Law. It would be well if we were ſe- 
riouſly to read over the Hiſtory of that back- 


liding People, and compare it with the preſent 


Generation: For we may remember they had a 
Form and Profeſſion, and in Conſequence thęre- 
of, kept up their Feaſts, and had their * DA 


Aſſemblies, and offer d their Burnt - Offerings. 
But alas! there was not a true Smell and Savour 


in them; therefore they were deſpiſed of the Lord. 
And I heartily wiſh this 5 not. come to paſs in 
our * 2 1 

| And 
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And now, Friends, having ſomewhat clear'd 
my Mind of that which lay heavy thereon, I muſt 
crave your Patience a little farther in Relation to 
what happen'd at a late Meeting. When a Queſ. 
tion was put by one of the Members then preſent, 
Whether the Monthly Meeting ſhould receive any 
more Letters from me, That were cook'd up 
* in ſuch a Manner?“ And likewiſe what Argu- 
ments were made Uſe of to ſuppreſs ſuch Pro- 
ceedings, which was imagin'd would produce ſuch 
dangerous Conſequences to the de that it 
ſhould by no Means be encourag'd. 

I remember one of them runs thus, —* Any 
« Perſon might write better than he could 
6 ſpeak. » — And for that Reaſon it was urged, 

“ That he ſhould ſpeak, and not write to 
* the Meeting.“ #2: 
I make no Reply to this, concluding a Bare re 
Recital is fufficient. Only let me intreat you 
ſeriouſly to conſider, and be careful how you 
upbraid any one in doing his Duty: And that 
you may judge in what Manner, and{yhat 
the Cauſe of ſach Crokery, I here incloſe the Ori- 
ginal; for you may remember it was occaſion'd 
by the Meeting's not paying any Regard to my 
verbal Propoſal on the ſame Subject 

What Reaſon you have to kx 3% ſuch a Propoſal 
I cannot tell; but it is evident to me, that while 
we are ſpending three or four Hours at a Month- 
ly Meeting, buſying ourſelves: about continuing 
and A of Minutes on trifling Occaſi- 
ons, and refuſe to enquire into the Irregulari- 
ties that are ſo prevailing in the Society, which 
bring ſuch Diſgrace on the Church: We are 
only following the Steps of thoſe who were very 
20 _ in paying the Tithe of Mint, Annis and 


Cummin 


— 


cunmin, but at the ſame Time neglected the weigh- 


tier Matters of the Law. 


And as to laying by my Letters on the Ta- 


ble, without taking any farther Notice of them, 
will give me but very little Concern, if my Mind 
is ay in diſcharging that which I believe is re- 
' quired of me to be my Duty: Neither do I think 
it very. material for me to be thought Ambitious 
in aiming at giving Laws to the Society, it be- 


ing but a Small Thing to be judged of Man's © 


Tudg ment; therefore ' ſhall only add, —— That 
Babs Zeal far exceeded true Knowledge, when 
he aflum'd the Authority of ſpeaking thus unto 


David, — Why cameſt thou down hither ?_ 
And with whom haſt thou left thoſe few Sheep 


„ in the Wilderneſs ? I know thy Pride and the 
* Naughtineſs of thine, Heart; for thou art come 
 <« down that thou mighteſt ſee the Battle.” As 

ugh he had faid, I know thy Pride and Am- 
bition in aiming at being a Miniſter of the State, 
in order to give Laws to the Kingdom, But at 
the ſame Time did not know that the Lord had 


given him a Commiſſion ſo to do, who oftentimes 


makes Uſe of very weak Inſtruments, in order to 
confound the Wiſdom of the Wiſe. And as David 
very well knew from whence 'his Authority was 


deriv'd, in Humility he ſays to his Brother, 
— What bave I now done? Is there not a 


Cauſe ? 


Now I willingly ſubmit unto all candid- and 


impartial Men, that will ſeriouſly take a View of 
the preſent State of our Society, where ſo much 
Pride and Luxury 'abounds, Whether tbere is not 
a very great Cauſe for ſome Method to be taken, 


in order to recover, and bring back the loſt Sheep 


This 


of the Houſe of Vrael 3 = £ 
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This alone is the Aim and fervent Deſire of 
him who humbly hopes the Almighty will be 
pleas'd not only to ſpare the natural Branches, but 
likewiſe'to bring thoſe into the Church of Chriſt, 
which, at preſent, are only Branches of the wild 


Olive-Tree; that ſo we may rejoice. together in 


Praiſe and Thankſgiving unto him who is worthy 
of all Honour and Glory both now and for ever. 
Thus concludes, 
5 Your Friend in Sincerity, . 
London, | 8 OST 97 4 
Sept. 20, 1752. 


| ; T his Letter was receiv'd, altho* it was not 


permitted to be read in the Meeting; but two 
Friends voluntarily propos to carry it back un- 


to the Author, and treat with him in Brotherly 
Love concerning it: Although it happen'd that 


this was only an Opportunity for thoſe two Friends 
to be fully acquainted with its Contents, and in- 


| ſtead of treating with me in Brotherly Love, the 


next Monthly Meeting I was ſeverely reprimanded 
for writing itz and a Committee of Seven was 


appointed to enquire into the Contents there- 
of. But as it was not permitted to be read in 
the Meeting, the greateſt Part of the Members 
then preſent were intirely kept in Ignorance, which 


was the Hauſe of the following. TOY a 


23 


JOHN E BB. 


r 
__ * - 
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T Friends at their Monthly Meeting 
in White-hart- court, Grace-church- 
ſttreet, London. But more parti- 
cularly the Committee appointed by 
them 10 -_ der of 4 Paper, c. 


Dear Friends, 
ERMIT me once more to lay before yh, 


of hich I 
am le & a Member Wherein I ſhall endea- 
vour to convince you, That the only Aim and 
Deſign I had in Wi riting it, was to awaken a 
true — living Cancern in. all thoſe who have the 
Welfare of Zion at Heart, to a watchful Care 
over the Flock, and to reſtore and bring back 
thoſe. who have unhappily ſtray'd away from un- 
der the Care of the true 7 herd, and thereby are 
taken into e e vain Cuſtoms and 

fooliſh Faſnions of this World; and in the Spirit 
of Love to deal with thoſe in Time, who by their 
diſorderly Practices, bring g great Diſgrace on the 
Church of Chrift ; compriz'd in a verbal Requeſt, 
firſt made to the Meeting, That we ſhould ſpeedi- 
ly enquire into the Conduct and Behaviour of 
ſome of. our Members, who come under this Cha- 
mer; and to conſider likewiſe, Whether it is 
not expedient for us to withdraw ourſelves from every 
Brotber that walketh gifargerly. : 
How 


„ 
Hoy far I ſhall convince you of this Under- 


king is not material for me to enquire ; there- 


fore ſhall only add, That all I have in View is 
the real Good of the Society in general, and a 
god! Fear in my own Mind, leit 1 ſhould not 
de found to tread in the Paths of Obedience, 
which I humbly hope the Almighty will be pleas'd 
to permit me to do: And without any farther Apo- 
logy, I can affure you, That if this Affair had 
been only a Matter of Wrong done to my Perſon, 
I might have eafily paſſed it over in Silence; 
but as the preſent Circumſtances are of another 
Nature, I muſt beg leave to make ſome Remarks 


on your Proceedings. 


ow 


1 preſume you cannot but remember, That it 
is now about a 'Twelve-month fince I found a 
Concern on my Mind to write unto you re- 
lating to ſome Things that appear'd to me to 
be much out of Order in our Monthly Meet- 
ing; and being but a young Man in the Society, 
was fearful it would not be ſo acceptable from 
me, as the Nature of the Caſe might require; and 
to avoid Popularity, I concealed my Name in the 
Letter, altho' at the ſame Time told you, © If 
there was any Neceſſity, and the Meeting ſhould 
« be any way deſirous of having my Name, I 
% ſhould readily fubſcribe it, but if not, was wil 
© ling to be excuſed for ſeveral Reaſons.” “.. 
Theſe are ſome of my Reaſons which I have 
above recited, and which you may remember were 
not accepted, and for Want of the Author's Name 
the Letter was rejected; and upon this Occa- 
fion it was that I took the Liberty of own- 
ing. the ſame, and ſign'd my Name to it in the 
publick Meeting: Which being then read, was 
receiv'd in the General, and one worthy F m_ 
SES ore 
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bore Teſtimony thereto, and faid, The Meeting 
ought to receive it as an Epiſtle of Love, &c. 
and was then propos'd to be laid before the 
Quarterly Meeting. But as there was ſomething 
In that Letter, which you did not think proper 
fo go before them, I was defir'd to take it back, 
and take out the Subſtance that was proper to 
be laid before the Quarterly Meeting, and bring 


= it to the next Monthly Meeting; ; which, in Com- 


pliance to your Requeſt, I did accordingly; and 
in Conſequence of this, a Committee was appoint- 
ed by our Meeting to draw up a Minute on that 
Subject, with Intention to lay before the Quar- 
terly Meeting for their Approbation; which alſo 
Was done, and was rejected by ſome of the 
Members of our Meeting, for what Reaſon they 
know beſt. | 

Soon after this, I was given to underſtand, 
That the Minute that we had drawn up would 
© Gall for an Amendment of our Rules, for Removals 
and Settlements printed in 1737, and there were 
ſome. Friends now living that were concern'd in 
drawing them up, who would not eaſily permit 
them to be alter'd : Therefore it was judged ne- 
ceſlary to acquaint one of them (who is reckon'd to 
be a Man of great Parts) in order to obtain his Re- 
commendation, otherwiſe when it came before the 
Quarterly Meeting; he would by his Arguments 
throw a Miſt beſet hems. and cauſe it to be 
ſet aſide. 

This Propoſal 1 ſaw was beneath the Princi- 
ples f Truth, 7 for that Reaſon J objected to 
it, by ſaying, 1 could not conſent. to make any 
fuch Application, for it ſeem'd to me to be like 
unto making of Intereſt for the chuſing of a 


. Member of Parliament; a Method no Ways. ne- 


ceſſary 
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deſſary for the Profeſſors of a reli glous Aſſembly 
to follow, | i 
The former Minute being rejected, the Month- 
ly Meeting then proceeded to draw up another, 
and appoint another Friend, with myſelf, to at- 
tend the Quarterly Meeting; who likew iſe ap- 
| pointed a Committee to conſider, of it and make 
| Report; but we ſoon, found there would be no 
Alteration made in the Rules already mention- 
ed, although it Nd to us to be er 
neceſſar | 
And if the firſt Minute had admitted, it | 
would have effectually prevented all diſorderly 
People in coming from any remote Part of the 
Country to. gain a Settlement in any Place with- 
out firſt producing a Certificate of their Lives and 
Converſations, which. is very expedient ; and for 
Want of which (according to our preſent Rules) 
they can eaſily. avoid, by living a Twelve-month 
with one Maſter or Miſtreſs, and thereby are 
permitted to climb up into the Church. fone, g= 
ther Way, without coming in at the Door b ths 
good Shepherd, which of late has been mach jhe 
Conſequence. , 
The next News I heard of * Affair 7 = 
8 then at Newcaſtle) one of the Committee, who 
drew up the firſt, ſent me Word, That if I had 
any particular Caſes. in Writing, to ſend d 
where they might be found; otherwiſe we ſhould 
loſe the Cauſe, for moſt of the Friends carried 
it againſt us, and it would be too late when I 
came to Town; unto hom 1 wrote the following 
Anſwer, To 
My Reſpects to, and tell him 1 
have no Papers that I chuſe to preſent at this 
bx Time, and if we loſe the Cauſe, it will give 
2 eme 
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«me but very little Concern; for IT have but 
« a very little Opinion of carrying Things in the 
CC - Meeting by Strength .of * Party. 1 a ri ht . 


“ Cauſe David was ſufficiently qualified to deal 
„ with Goliab: And him that was born Blind, 


«when he eame to be enli hten'd, had Wiſdom 5 


4 N to confound thoſe grave, learned Gen- 


& tlem 


ec ry any one Point in the Cauſe of Truth, for 


<« it is always ſufficient of itſelf, to make its Oun 


«© Way thro' the Oppoſition of Error. 

At my Arrival in London, the Quarterly Meet: 
1555 Committee appointed a Meeting, at whieh 
three of us, who had ſome Concern on our Minds 
about it were preſent. But ſome Friends who 
were on that Committee, propoſed not to admit 

of our Staying, only they would: hear what we 
Had to ſay, and then would conſider of it by 
themſelves "afterwards. We then obſery*d, That 


as we were concern'd in this Aﬀair from che Be- 


nning, we deſir'd we might ſtay, during the 


ime of the Meeting, that we might have a 


friendly Conference with them on that Subject. 
But this Favour was not to be granted, it be- 
ing an Indigriity on the Committee of the Quar- 

ter Meeting, to admit any one to be preſent 


that was not expreſly mentioned in the Minute; 
and as great Care had been taken (by thoſe learned 


in the Law, and underſtand how to make Mi- 
nutes) to prevent it. We had no Authority to 


ſtay any longer than to tell them: our Thoughts, 


| who, were to judge of it by themſelves, and make 
Report as they thought proper, without havin 

any Diſpute with us about it. In Conſequence F 

this, we were obliged to withdraw, for "hoy re- 


fuſed. 


at Jeruſalem, From whence I conclude 
there is no Neceſſity to make a Party to car- 
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Fuſed to confer with us any farther, than to hear 
what we had to ſay; which we looked upon to 
be a Method very inconſiſtent with the Chriſtian 
Diſcipline : And before we went out of the Room, 
ſome Diſpute aroſe about the Reaſonableneſs of 
ſuch Proceedings; and as the Debates ran high 
on this Subject, I took the Liberty of ſpeaking 
_ unto one of the Committee in this manner. 
« Friend ———, I am very ſorry to ſee thee 
« ſo warm in this Aﬀair,”——and was going to 
+ obſerve how neceſſary it was to keep l 
People from getting into the Society; but was 
prevented by the following Anſwer, — I thank 
«thee, young Man, for thy Reproof; but won't 
_ « promiſe any Amendment neither.” Which to 
me appear*d very inconſiſtent ; for if the Re- 
proof was neceſſary, ſo was alſo the Amend- 
ment, | : | 1 5 
And with Regard to the Favour that we deſir'd 
of being preſent, to have a friendly Conference 
with them about that in which we had taken 
fome Pains: I think if the Apoſtles had obſerv'd 
ſuch Punctilioes in their Meetings, when they 
met at Feruſalem, relating to the Affair of Cir- 
cumciſion (a Matter of much more Importance 
than ours) they might have eaſily prevented the 
 Multitude from hearing the Debates concerning 
it, by chuſing a Committee according to their own 
Minds, whereby it might have been effectually 
dieeided in a formal Way, without any Contro- 
verſy. And I am fully perſuaded that this is 
ſometimes the Caſe with our Committees, where- 
in Things have been decided 'to the Prejudice of 
the Church in general, in depriving thoſe who 
have been truly concerned about the Subject in 


debate, and who are very unwilling to ſay any 
— —; thing 


11 
thing afterwards, leſt it ſhould call in queſtion the 
Report of that Committe. ng 
1 However a Report was made to the 'Quar- 
terly Meeting, and from thence proceeded a Mi- 
nute to the Maſters and Miſtreſſes of Families; 
but no Alteration allowed to be made in the 
fifth Article of our Rules for Removals and Set- 
tlements : the Conſequence of which hath. left 
Things in the ſame Situation as before. Whereas 
had it been fix d on the Perſons. producing Cer- 
tificates of their Lives and Converſations in the 
Places from whence they came, it would have de- 
prived them in gaining a Settlement without, and 
conſequently would have prevented diſorderly Peo- 
ple from creeping into the Church, which at this 
Time they can eaſily do by a Twelve-months Ser- 
vitude with one Maſter or Miſtreſs, and thus endeth 
that Affair. „ n 
The next Thing that aroſe with ſome Weight 
on myMind you may remember was, That we ſnould 
make ſome Enquiry into the Conduct and Be- 
haviour of ſome of our Members, whoſe Irregu- 
larities were ſo prevailing in the Society that it 
brought great Diſgrace on the Church; but as 

no Notice was taken of this verbal Propoſal, the 
next Monthly Meeting I wrote a Letter ſnewing 


my Uneaſineſs and the Neceſſity of ſuch an En- 7 


quiry; but this alſo was rejected and given me back 
again: the Conſequence of which drew from me 
that Letter which has been the Cauſe of ſuch 
uncommon Proceedings; the Particulars of which 
1 ſhall be careful to relate for your ſerious 
Peruſal; which was properly ſign'd, ſeal'd and 
directed to the Monthly Meeting of Grace-Church- 
Street, Londov. EE” 


And 


* 


Unto which one of the Friends anſwer'd, 
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And not being preſent. myſelf, am inform'd 


That it was broke open in the Meeting, and two 


Friends were appointed to go out and ſee if it 


. was proper to be read in the Meting. In their 


Abſence (knowing it came from me) a Debate 
aroſe, Whether it ſhould be read. or not (a very 
uncommon Way of judging) alſo a very ex- 


traordinary Errand theſe two Friends were ſent | 


However they return'd, and reported it was 
proper to read it to the Meeting, which was 
not very acceptable to ſome who were reſolv'd 


on the contrary, right or wrong; and one of 
them praceeded ſo far, as not only to reject and 

ſet a very great Slight by their Report, but took 
the Liberty of menacing them fe reporting it 
in that Manner; by ſaying, the Meeting ought 


be careful who they appointed in ſuch Caſes, 


& It will give me no Pain if the Meeting will 
ce pleaſe to appoint two others.” 
At hearing of this I was a little ſurpriz'd, be- 
cauſe it is ſomewhat like unto the Proceedings of 
that arbitrary Court on the famous Trial of Mead 


and Penn, who not only menac'd the Jury, but 
kept them Priſoners ſome time in order to com- 


pel them to bring in a Verdict according to the 
Will and Pleaſure of the Court, contrary to all 


Law and Equity. 


And now, Friends, I appeal unto your own 


: ſelves to determine, Whether the Refuſing to 
take the Report of thoſe two Friends above, is 


not an arbitrary A& of the Meeting, and con- 
trary to the plain Principles we profeſs? 
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And whether the Admitting of ſuch Proceed- 
ings doth not tend to deſtroy and aboliſh the good 
Order that hath been eſtabliſhed amongſt us as a 
People? | 
And here I cannot help obſerving, when great 
Men truſt to their own Abilities and take upon 
them to bear Rule in the Church of Chriſt on 
thoſe Principles, without adhering 0 that Spirit 
which leads into all Truth, and is the Crown and 
Diadem of all our Meetings, and was the Yirſt 
gathering and eſtabliſhing of our Society; into 
what Confuſion they plunge themſelves, and blun- 
der on in the Darkneſs of their own Minds from, 
one Degree of Error unto another. A lively Em- 
blem we have recorded in the holy e of 
the wiſe Men from the Eaſt, who * they left 
following the Star (hat boly Guide, which 2 firſt 
directed them) and went to enquire of the learned 
Räabbies at Feru/alem, they not only went out of. 
their Way to | Chriſt, but loſt Sight of their 
Guide ; — then I will leave you to determine 
how liable they were to fall into Error of 
Judgment in Matters relating to the Kingdom of 
Chriſt. 
But to return, — After this. 1 am inform'd 
that two Friends voluntarily offer'd themſelves to 
take the Letter back again to the Author, and 
treat witn him in Brotherly Love about it, How. . a. 
it came to paſs, that they did not fulfil their - 
' Promiſe, I will not take upon me to ſay; bunt ® 
I ſuppoſe the Length of Time, and Diſtance 
of Place, did not prove of any great Hin- 
drance. | 
However, the firſt Account I had from theſe 
two Friends was in our next Monthly Meeting 
when one of them in the early Part of the Meet- 


ing, 
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ing, aſk'd, If there was any Minute made laſt 
Month relating to a Paper that was brought in- 
to the Meeting? And upon Enquiry, finding 
there was none, he faid, — © Then there ought 
to be one, and the Meeting ought to know 
“ what was in it; for it was a very bad Paper, 
* wrote by a very bad Spirit; and it is ſuch as 
1 never ſaw brought into a Monthly Meet- 
<« mig before: and I am greatly concern'd in a 


4 


religious Senſe about it, and as an ancient Man, 
« I deſire it may be look d into.” 5 
This was the firſt Salutation of Brotherly 
Love that I met with; and although I have 
more Charity for the Author than to believe he 
intended to treat me in this Manner in pre- poſeſſ- 
ing the Mind of the Meeting againſt me; yet 
the Conſequence was ſuch that I could never .af- 
ter obtain a fair Hearing: and as it was thus 
repreſented, I did then think that the Meeting 
might have been ſo kind as to hear it read, and 

not to act ſo inconſiſtent with their own Princi- 
ples, as to permit Judgment to paſs in that Man- 
ner, without a Hearing; for it was highly ne- 
ceſſary it ſnould have been read at that Time, 
that the Meeting might judge for themſelves by 
what Spirit it was wrote, without taking it for 


.. granted by the Repreſentation of another: and 
cConcluding they would more fully ſpeak their 
S Sentiments about it, if I was abſent, I anſwer'd 


thus; I ſuppoſe I am the Author of that Pa- 

per, and if it gives the Meeting any Uneaſi- 
<«< neſs at my being preſent, I will withdraw while 
« it is read, otherwiſe I will ſtay.” The An- 
ſwer was, That I ſhould ſtay. by all Means: and 
after much Debate about making a Minute; it 
was thought proper not to mention the Author's 
bs, eee — Name, 
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Name leſt it ſhould make too much Noiſe abroad. 
and others might have the Liberty of enquiring into 
the Truth of it, which was thought good Po- 
licy to prevent : a Method beneath the Truth, and 
not conſiſtent with that Plainneſs which we make 
Profeſſion of, i pM; e 

Then a Committee of Seven were appointed 
to confer in Brotherly Love with the Author of 
a Paper, &c. —— — Which I obferve is ſome- 
what extraordinary, and not ſo ingenuous as 
might have been expected : for' if a Sheet of 
royal Paper, containing almoſt four Sides of Writ- 
ing (properly ſign'd, ſeal'd and directed by the 
Author) doth not come under the Title of a 
Letter, I ſhould be glad to know what does. I 
acknowledge one of the Committee aſk'd me, If 
I would name a Friend or two to come alon 

with me? Which I took very kindly ; but as f 
had ſome Reaſon to know in whoſe Cauſe I was 
engag'd, therefore I ſaid, - *© I do not want 
“ the Aſſiſtance of any Man, hoping the Al- 


E, 


<« mighty will be ſufficient.” It is true alſo that 


due Regard ought to be paid unto old Age, 
eſpecially thoſe who labour in the Goſpel, are 
wortly of double Honour; but then I hope no 
ancient Man will deſire to introduce any Doc- 


trine or Cuſtom into the Church, purely on Ac- vai; 


count of his being an ancient Man: for it is 


poftible he may lean too much upon his own 


Knowledge and Underitanding, without waitin 
for the Movings of that Holy Spirit on his Mint 
(which alone 1s capable of keeping him from 


falling into Error) whereby great Inconveniency 
would follow; and when this is the Caſe of truſ- 
ting too much to our own Knowledge and Un- 
derſtanding, it often happens that the Almighty 

N OILS | lets 
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lets us fall that we may recover again, and take 
more Care for the future : and we may remem- 
ber this is no new Doctrine or any ſtrange Thing 
it ſhould be ſo; for the Apoſtle Peter (an old 
Man) who had been highly favour'd in the Know- 
ledge of Things; yet when he truſted to that 
Knowledge he fell into Diſſimulation, inſomuch 
that Barnabas was carried away with it, and ve 
bad Conſequences would have enſu'd, had it not 
been for the Faithfulneſs of Paul, who, I preſume, 
was not quite ſo old. 
Having made ſome Obſervation on what paſſed 
in the Meeting, I come now to conſider a little 
what paſſed without doors, for the Conſequence 
of it was this, There being ſuch Oppoſition 
made againſt the Reading this Letter in the Meet- 
ing, that it cauſed Variety of Sentiments and 
Opinions concerning it, and a great deal of Ad- 
vice was given me from thoſe, who, I believe, 
meant well, belonging to our Monthly Meet- 
ing. Amongſt whom, one of them u - Chun e 
was very extraordinary, wherein he defir'd I would 
be careful how I ſet up for a Se&-maſter, and 
withal ſhew'd the Neceſſity of my being careful 
how I took upon me to teach others, for, ſays 
he, © Thee does not ſpeak the plain Language, 
« Kc. 
How far this Advice is neceſſary, That I ſhould 
be careful how I ſet up for a Se&maſter, I will 


leave for others to determine. And if making 


a Propoſal to enquire into the Conduct and Be- 
haviour of ſome of our Members, whoſe Irregu- 
larities are ſo prevailing, that they bring great 
Diſgrace on the Church ; and advifing the Meet- 
ing ſpeedily to confider the Apoſtle PauPs Ad- 
vice to the Theſſalonians, In withdrawing from 
| very 


Fo TY 


Very Brother 1hat walterb diſorderly. Now, I fay; * 37 


if this is to be efteem'd a Sect-maſter in mak+ 
ing this Propoſal to the Meeting, I acknowledge 
it is doing me great Honour; and I humbly hope 


the nie lo will pleaſe to gs me to be aSect- 8 


maſter as long as I live! 
Theatter Part of this Council 1 found had 
eded from this, that J had been fo inad- 


vertent as to fay You to a fingle Perſon, which 
J find is not Orthodox in a Teacher; therefore it 


will be neceſſary to enquire a little into the Rea- 


fon why ſo much Streſs is laid upon this fingle 
Article. 


I preſume * is here meant by the plain | 


Language, is to adhere to the Scripture Dia- 


te& in our Converſation, and therein ſhew, by our - 


Example, the Neceſſity of Keeping to this Dialect, 
and th Gramatical Rules of ſpeaking to a ſingle 


Perſon in the ſingular Number, and in conſequence 


of this, Care mutt be taken to call the Months and 
Days of the Week by their proper Names, accord- 
ing to the Cuftom of the Jews, and our ancient 
Friends at the Beginning. 

In anſwer to this I freely acknowled ge, that 


the ſcripture Diale& is far preferable to any that 


is now extant ; and uſing the fingular Number to a 
fingle Perſon I greatly approve, becauſe it hath 
à natural Tendency to mortify the corrupt De- 


fires of a proud Mind, which ſeeks to be gra- 


tified in receiving Honour and Homage from its 
fellow Creatures contrary to the Command of our 
Lord, who faid, I receive not Honour from Men; 


but if the Servant will receive Honour from Men, 5 


then is he above his Lord, who added, 


How can ye believe which receive Honour one of 


another 


* 


Gor 
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* . hr. and ſeek not the Honour that cometh Iron 
7; W God only. * 

But with Regard to calling the Months by any 
caries Names (without being convinced of the 
| Neceflity of it) other than what is the Cuſtom 
SN of the Country, I am at a Loſs to make that 
x Diſtinction, becauſe it renders me liable to make 

Miſtakes in my Accounts, and for that Reaſon « a- 

lone 1 avoid 1 I © 

Now whether this Acknowledgment i is not more 
Uniform to our own Principles, than thoſe who 
allow the other on a firſt Day, and the very next 

Morning in poſting their Books write March, | 

April, May, &c. Il will ſubmit unto the Judg- = 
ment of every candid Mind : for if it is neceſſary | 
to obſerve theſe Things in the Meeting, I think 

it is alſo neceſſary to obſerve them out of the 

Meeting, and thereby ſhew to the World that 
N | 
- I ſhould not mention theſe Trifles, but 1 fone 
great Streſs are laid upon them, which I think is 
not ſo material, as making an Enquiry into the 
preſent State of our Meeting; and to ſhew my 
zealous Friend that faying you to a fingle Perſon 
may be as good Grammar as that wherein he 
ſays, ——©* Thee does not ſpeak the plain Language, 

« &c. Which effeminate Way of ſpeaking is 
much praiſed among the preſent Generation of 
ehe People cald Qu kers. . | 
| And now I return to attend the Committee, 
who on the fixteenth of October met at the Cham- 

ber in White-bart-court, where much Counſel was 
given me to acquieſce with the friendly Advice 
of the Committee, and for the Future not to trou- 

ble the Meeting in writing of Letters, which would 
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cauſe endleſs Diſputes. But if I had any T th 
on my Mind to "peak it, and I ſhould by heard; 

e 


unto which I m but very little Anſwer. They + 


uſed many Arguments to they the Neceſſity of 5 . 


it, and if I would take back the Paper, it would 


be much the beſt Way to keep Peace and Quiet- of 


neſs in the Meeting; which I apprehend would 
be true in that Particular: but then I conclude 


it will not be to the Advantage of the Society to 
eſtabliſh Peace and Quietneſs on ſuch Principle“: 
far there is ſome Reaſon to believe, that if the 
Apoſtles. had been obedient to the Counſel and 
Advice of the High Prieſt and the Captain of 


the Temple (who were grieved that they taught 
the People, and preached through Jeſus the Reſur- 
rectian from the Dead) they would not have gi- 
ven the Sanhedrim fo much Trouble and Per- 

lexity in their Council; but whether it would 
| been right for them paſſively to comply 


with their Requeſt, when they commanded them 
not to ſpeak = all in that Matmer: 1 ſhall leave 


for — 5 to determine: I do not mean hereby 
to draw a Paralel any farther than to ſhew the 
Neceſſity of making an Enquiry into the pre- 


ſent State of the Church; and whether I ſhould 


tacitly ſubmit and paſs that over in Silence, with- 
out any Inquiry, judge ye. Therefore I 
ſaid, As it had been rep . to the Meet- 


ing, That there was g that was very 


(e 


bad in that Paper, I deſire you vill point out 


to me what it is? And if true, I hope I ſhall 5 


& readily acknowledge it.“ 
This they refuſed, 


| alta „That it 
to à Diſcuſſion of it.” I reply'd, That I did 
not fee how they could make a Report to the 


Meeting 


14 
* 


would not be to my Advaitggs to enter in- 


r 


« £ 
” 
* 
* 
yt 
o 


Meeting without, - and defir'd my Letter might 


T1 that Time, and adjourn'd the Committee for 
eight Days longer, and promis'd then ( if they 
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be read, which they alſo refuſed to do at 


could not make me eaſy without) they would 
read it, 


When we were going out of the Room, one 


Eben took me by the Hand and deſir'd I would 


ay a little, for he wanted to ſpeak with me; 
"unto which I readily conſented :' he then intreated 


me not to make any Uneaſineſs in the Society, 
but to take the Advice that was given me by 
thoſe that were experienced Men, and who wiſh'd 


me well; therefore he deſir'd that I would take 
hack. the Paper without making any more to do 


about it. 


I anſper'd as I had done before, That as it 
had been repreſented to the Meeting in that man- 


ner, it was neceſſary they ſhould know what was 


in it that was ſo very bad, and wrote by ſuch 
a very bad Spirit, and added, That I had no 
Deſign of giving them Trouble, but could not 


be eaſy in my Mind, being fully perſuaded that 
it was my Duty to write it. 


He "Sg — Jobn, I know that Language 
ce very well, I have heard it pleaded many a 
ce time.“ And was going on to give me 
more Advice, but I ſtopp'd him ſhort, by ſaying, 
Friend, let me adviſe thee to be careful how thou 
takeſt upon thee to judge in that manner. He 


then waved the Diſcourſe on that Subject, and. 
. ſaid, There was another Thing which he had ob- 


ferv'd in me for ſome time paſt in Meetings, and 


as he then had an Opportunity he would tell me 
— I _ alter it for the future; and that was, 
« I was very apt to Sigh, i in the Meeting, 


or 


Words to the Romans, wherein he ſays- 


many Arguments were uſed, to ſhew how ne- 
ceſſary it was for me to comply with the Coun- 


4-003 4 
< or between a Sigh, and a Yawn (as he term d 1 
4e it) which was very diſagreeable. C 
At this I was much fſurpnz'd, and con- 
WF ing That if he was acquainted with the 
Man cloathed in Linnen, who bad the M. riter's K 
Tnk-born by his Side, in a ſpiritual Senſe, he would 
then know that the Lord had commanded him. to 
go through the City of Jeruſalem, and fes 
Mar 74 the Foreheads of the Men that feb, 
and cry for all the Abominations that be done in 


the. midſt thereof. Peradventure he alſo might - 


tell him the Interpretation of the Apoſtle Paus Ty 


Likewiſe the Spirit alſo belpeth our Infirmities ; 


for we know not what we ſhould pray for as we 


ought : but the Spirit itſelf. maketh Intercgſion for 

us with Groanings <obich cannot be uttered. & Now .' 
it is very likely that ſuch Interceſſion as this 
will be always very Gilagreeale in a polite Con- 

ation, 
On the 24th of Oktober I met the Committee 
again, when our Conference Jaſted long, but chief- 
Iy turned on the. ſame Subject as the laſt z wherein 


fel and Advice of experienc d Men, who had been 
long in the Work: all which had no Weight 
with me to alter my Opinion; therefore I told 
them that as it had been repreſented to the 
Meeting in that manner, I ex Kr it ſhould be 
read there, that they might fi, 190 of the Affair: 
which they objected to, and ſaid, If 1 infiſted on 


it, they muſt make their Report accordingly : ; and 


thus We e parted by my Withdrawing. 


* Erckiel in. jv. &< Romans N 
O 
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On the yth of November, I met the Committee 

again, when the fame Advice was given me, that 
T ſhould let this Affair drop without puſhing, it 
any farther, bemg but a young Man in the Society, 


; ſhould be careful how I ſet up myſelf as a Judge in 


Ach Matters. Unto which I made the ſame An- 
ſwer as before, viz. That as it had been repreſented 
to the Meeting, a Report was neceſſary; and that 
dceting ſhould be Judges themſelves, and gave 
hem to AKT Th that I n not be eaſy with- 
out ĩt. * 
Then one anfitered thus, —— “ For my Part 
I cannot ſee the Neceſſity of that, for as it 
«contains no Matter of Faith relating to any 
% Point'of Doctrine, therefore I think no Streſs 
„ can be laid on that Argument.” - Unto which 
I made but very little Anſwer ; -concluding, that 
if he had been preſent when the Prophet Fere- 
miab ſpake thus to the Children of Irae/———— 
„And now therefore hear the Word of the Lord, 
« ye Remnant of Judab, thus faith the Lord 
66 551 Hoſts, the God of Hrael, If ye wholly ſet 
ur Faces to enter into Egypt and go to ſo- 
6 journ there, then it ſhall come to 2 that 
if the Sword which ye feared ſhall overtake you 
© there in the Land of Egypt, and the Famine 
c whereof ye were afraid ſhall follow cloſe after 


you there in Egypt, and there ye ſhall die. S 
s ſhall it be with all the Men that ſet their 


« Faces to go into Egpyt to ſojourn there, they 
| << "ſhall: die by the Sword, by the Famine, and 
“ by the Peſtilence: and none of them ſhall re- 
«© main or eſcape . che An that I will "_s 


upon them.“ * 
* Jerogyiah alu. 25. 


8 


Now 


"es 


Now, I fay— If he had been preſent, it 770 


very likely he would have been capable of judg- 
ing of the Neceſſity there was for the Prophet's 
ſpeaking thus to the People, becauſe it did con- 


tain any Matter of Faith relating to any Point * 


Doctrine. g RIS» >] 
And as to that Remark of being but a young 
Man in the Society, therefore 1 ſhould be care- 


ful how I ſet up myſelf as a Judge in ſuch 


Matters, anſwer, All young Men ſhould be 


careful that they do not run before they are ſent: 


alſo. to bear in Mind what befel Jonah on Ac- 
count of his Diſobedience. And if we admit of the 

Revelation of. Jeſus Chriſt (the Principle which 
our ancient Friends firſt ſet out upon) I can- 
not conceive any Reaſon why the Almighty ſhould 
be confined to make known his Will unto old 
Men, although they have been long in the Work: 


for this was the Stumbling-block by which the 


* 


Jews made ſuch great Miſtakes! They thought 


that the Knowledge of Chriſt was confin'd to 


experienced old Men; and on this Conſideration 
it was that the cunning Phariſees made ſuch a 


to-do with the young Man that was born blind, 


and were very unwilling to receive his Teſtimony, 
although he produced ſuch an evident Demon- 


' ſtration of the Truth of it, yet they were reſolv'd _ 
to reje& it, becauſe it came from one who they "Wh 


imagined was blind unto the Knowledge of: theſe 


Things; and as he had not been trained up in 


the Arts and Sciences. of the Synagogue: there- 


fore they very learnedly concluded that he could 


| know nothing of the Matter. And when they 
could no longer deny the Miracle that had been 


wrought, then they began to cavil about the Man- 


ner of its being performed: and as it happen'd * 
8 . | be 
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be on the Sabbath-day, it was a ſufficient Proof 
to them that it could not be of God, becauſe 
it was contrary to their Rules of Diſcipline. I 
am not willing to enlarge, for I take it for grant- 
"Son that ye tannot deny but there is a very 


y» 3 
CIwW 


great Neceſſity of making an Enquiry into the 
preſent State of the Church; then why is it that 
| ye, make ſuch great Oppoſition againſt it, and are 

ſo very unwilling to put it in Practice? Is it 
becauſe it comett from one that was born blind ? 
Or have ye any other ſufficient Reaſon. And pray 
Friends conſider whether they are ſufficient to give 


*** 


- 


- 


a unto God, If he ſhould call for an Account of your 
N Stewardſhip, 8 5 . 
On the next Day I met the Committee again, 
| before I went into the Monthly Meeting; when 
1 the old Advice was given me, and J return'd the 
15 uſual Anſwer; adding, That if it had been a 
e Matter of Wrong done unto my Perſon, I might 
t eaſily have paſſed it over in Silence; but as 
* it is now circumſtanced, I cannot do it with- 
n out its being publickly read in the Meeting. 
a And after much Debate they agreed that it ſnould 
3 be read in the Committee, but not in the Meet- 
A ing: and one of them took the Liberty of ob- 
- ſerving, what great Abſurdities would ariſe in 
3 urging thoſe Things, which I had mentioned 
+ in my Paper, concerning the People's Dreſs, 
ſe —_ oo pe Tt 8g 
in „ What, ſays he, wouldſt thou have us enter 
* < into their Chambers and Cloſets, to ſtrip them 
on of their Dreſſes? I think it is great Imper- 
* < tinence in thee to mention it.”  _ 
en Ho far this zealous Friend had miſtaken the 
n- Point, I need not to mention; therefore made 
00 but very little Anſwer. | 
e e 


_—_— When 


FER 


When we came into the Monthly Meeting, ; 
one of them reported. That thiy had la- 


ee bour'd with Jahn W ——— , ( but before 
ee the whole Name was Roe he ſtoppd 


« ſhort, - and faid) The Author of the Paper, 
« and had endeavour'd to make him eaſy, but 
e had not prevaiÞd becauſe he inſiſted that the 
„Paper ſhould be read in the Meeting, which he 
* would leave them to do as they pleas'd = f 
< that.” — 
Another of the Committee would have per- 
age the Meeting, that they had confered with 
me in Brotherly Love, and that I had acknow- 
ledg'd it myſelf. Unto which I anſwer'd, 
c did think fo once, but I have had very lately 


A 


c ſome Reaſon to alter my Opinion, having been 


& charg'd with Impertinence for writing that Let. 


« ter, which, I think, is not confiſtent ' with 
ki Brotherly Love.” But in Juſtice to the reſt, 
I acknowledge that only one of them treated me 


in this Manner, who would then have excus'd 


himſelf, if he could, but was not capable of do- 


ing "BY 
Thea the Meeting aſd the Committee their 


Opinion, Whether they thought it was neceſſary 
it ould be read in the Meeting? Unto which 


one of them anſwer d very cautiouſly, and ſaid, % 
„% We do not chuſe to give our Opinion, but 


8 leave that to the Meeting. We have done what 
6 was requir'd of us by the Minute.” 


It is true, that might be; but then 1 think the 


Meeting could reap but very little Advantage 


by their Service in refuſing to anſwer that Queſ- 


hy and without having it read, I am at a Loſs 
to SUN how the Meeting were to be capable 


of judging about it: however one of the Com- 
mittee 
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- mittee (not quite fo careful) ſaid, If the Meet- 
* ing deſir'd their Opinion, they might eaſily gueſs 
Vat that.“ viz, That it ſhould not be read in the 
. Meeting. | | | | 
„ A Motion was then made for another Com- 


” mittee to be choſen, but was ſoon ſet aſide. Then 

the Meeting aſk'd, What this Paper contain'd ? 
Ong of the Committee anſwer'd ; © It contain'd 
Mellections upon particular Perſons.” The 
Meeting reply'd, ——— If it be fo, let it be 


1 
W 


* ſeal'd up and put into the Bag without read- 
ing.“ Which, I think, was very extraordi- 
nary indeed; and not one preſent who would 
venture to appear in that excellent manner as 
Nicodemus did, when he ſaid, Doth our Law judge 
any Man before it hear him, and know what he 
doeth? Therefore I ſaid, “ How can the Meet- 
ing be a Judge of that, unleſs they hear it 
read, for there is no particular Names men- 
* tioned, and I do not ſee any Neceſſity that 
* any Man ſhould take any more to himſelf than 
*© what really belongs to him.“ 5 
One of the Committee anſwer'd, Al- 
* though there was no particular Names men- 
„ tioned, yet they were pointed out in ſuch a 
© manner, that every one might know who they 
e were. 

In Anſwer to this, I think all particular 
Perſons, who take upon them to bear Rule in 
the Church of Chriſt, ſhould be very careful how 
they make ſuch Speeches in a Meeting; and if 
they are inconſiſtent with the Truth, it is highly 

neceſſary they ſhould not paſs unobſerv'd; and this 
J hope may be done without being eſteem'd Re- 
flections upon particular Perſons: beſides this, 
I have to add, — That the Friend who faid 
oo FEE H 2 my 


cc 
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my Letter contain'd Reflections upon particular 
Perſons was very ſhort in that he did not ſhew 
the Meeting what thoſe Reflections were; for 
it is not generous to inſinuate an Accuſation _ 
without Proof, alſo very inconſiſtent with Bro- * 
therly Love to condemn any one without a Hear- 2 
ing. cart: 
hen one of the Committee propos'd, that th Pa a. = 
per ſhould not be read in the Monthly Meeting, A 
Monthly Meeting of Buſineſs, bug after the Meeting 
Was over, and the Books were gut; then if any. 
Friends of the Meeting deſir di it, they might hear it | 
read in their private Capacities, but not as a Monthly 
Meeting of Buſineſs, and that ſome Method ſhould 
be taken for the future. 5 
This ſeem'd to be a very nice Diſtinction in 
Point of Law, but to me it appears to be quite 
inconſiſtent with the Precepts of the Goſpel, and 
chiefly calculated in order to prevent any En- 
quiry being made into the preſent State of the 
Meeting; and why ſo much Care is taken about 
that I am at a Loſs to underſtand, unleſs we 
love Darkneſs better than the Light: therefore I 
anſwer'd thus, - + Whatever ye intend for 
* The future, I know not; but I think ye 
ce ſhould do every Thing plain and above: board 
„ now, and not to do any Thing privately and 
« ſecretly : and I deſire my Letter may be read in 
ee the Meeting.” 
Another of the Committee anſwer d, „ What 
« ] defir'd ſignify'd nothing; the Meeting was 
% to judge of that, whether it was neceſſary.” 
Then I deſir'd, if the Meeting would not read 
it, that it might be deliwer'd to me again (a 
Requeſt which I thought very reaſonable) but 


this alſo was not neceffary, * or, — he, 
| CC a8 
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* as thou haſt deliver'd it to the Meetting, by 
« that Act, thou haſt made it theirs; therefore 
* they are to do with it as they think pro- 
© per.” Which is another Inſtance of great Im- 
provement in the Law: I much query, whether Cote 
upon Littleton did ever exceed it. However he 
Jaig,”If I had no Copy of it, he was willing that 
*bguld be granted. Put (fays another of the 
B*Eommittee). I am perſuaded he has a Copy of 
it, for I am pretty well aſſur'd that is not the 
firſt Draught. 5 
Then one of the Meeting proceeded ſo far 
from the Point as to aſk that ſimple Queſtion, by 
ſaying, Fobn Webb will do well to declare that, 
„ whether he has a Copy or not.” Unto which 
I thought it no way neceſſary to ſatisfy ſuch a curi- 
ous Enquirer ; therefore ſaid. That is not 
a material Queſtion, Friend, for thee to 
„ aſk.” Another anſwer' d, — That is not 
« kind, Jobn.“ But having ſome Reaſon to know 
to what End this Queſtion was aik'd, I anſwer'd 
_ accordingly. + 8 
Then another of the Committee ſaid thus, 
For my Part I am not willing it ſhould be 
read in the Meeting, as a Monthly Meeting 
of Buſineſs, but yet I am for having every one 
“ preſent to hear the Contents of it too.” Un- 
to this they all agreed, and when the, Minutes 
were all gone through, one of the Committee, 
who ſeem'd to be very induſtrious in this Ai- 
fair from the Beginning, ſaid, ——* The Buſi- 
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<« neſs of the Meeting is now over, therefore if 
any Friend has a mind to ſtay, they may hear 
„ the Paper read.” At which I withdrew, con- 
cluding, that as the Buſineſs of the Meeting was 
over, I had no Occafion to ftay, 
| | 2 In 
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1 


1 my Return Home, and ſince then, it has 


run much in my Mind, That Aſſertion, 
wherein it was ſaid, * As thou hat deliver'd 
© 1t to the Meeting, by that Act thou haſt made 
&« jt theits, &c.” Very true; ſo far Right. But £ 
if the Monthly Meeting doth not accept or re- 
ceive it as a Monthly Meeting, according as A 
was directed, then, I preſume, by that A 

made it not theirs and, if fo, I cannot cor.ce) 

what Right any private Perſon ' hath to 1 
it, eſpecially when the Author deſir'd it might 
be return'd, if the Momilly plerung would not 


receive it. 


It is tris this i is a Cirvaraſiance not vers ma- 
terial to me (being no ways aſham*d of what I 
have wrote) only it confirms me in my Opinion, 
that there is not that paſſive Diſpoſition in our 
Monthly Meeting, which Strangers might expect 
according to the Chriſtian TIS which we 
make Profeſſion of. wh = 
Now, Feen 1 — very cantfal to re- 
late the particular Cireumſtances of your Pro- 
ceedings with me, with Deſire that you may have an 
Opportunity of reviewing the ſame in the Cool- 
neſs of your own Minds; and, if poſſible, with- 
out Prejudice to conſider, whether your Behaviour, 
throughout the whole Proceedings, has not been 
contrary to the Rules of Chriſtianity, as well 
as the known Diſcipline of our Society. 

And unto you, who think there is no Neceſſity 
for making any Enquiry into the preſent State 
of the Church, while I have this Opportunity, 
permit me to obſerve (for I cannot well paſs by 
without taking ſome Notice of a Wedding that 
was lately celebrated in our Meeting) where the 
| | Com- 
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Company in general made ſo grand an Appearance 
in their Diamonds, Hoops, Ruffles and Rings, 
that I could not help thinking but that ano- 
ther Set of People had taken Poſſeſſion of the 
Place and Folly and Vanity were fo evidently 
A diſplay 2d in their Dreſs, that it was difficult to 
know whether they were come together to ſee a 
Comedy, or to ſolemnnize a Marriage: and to 
Opleat the whole, a little black Boy, dreſſed 
in very handſome Livery, with an Umbrella in 
his Hand, was appointed to attend the Bride te 
the Coach Door: the Grandeur of which through- 
out. the whole Ceremony was more' like unto the 
5 Marriage of an Indian Queen than a Member of 
our Society. Alas! alas! How are the Mighty 
fallen? And into what Degree of Apoftacy will 
z the. preſent | Generation of thoſe, calbd Quakers, 
deſcend. 8 * 
If our Worthies of old could now ariſe from 
the Dead, and ſee a Marriage Celebrated in 
this Manner, by the Authority of a People whoſe 
Principles are juſt the contrary | Would not they 
have great Reaſon to ſpeak as did the Prophet 
Jeremiab, and perſuade the People not to go 
down into Egypt to ſojourn there, lent they ſhould 
be deſtroy'd by the Sword, Peſtilence and Fa: 
mine; alſo to warn thoſe trifling Profeſſors, who 
delight in thoſe fooliſh Things, to be careful 
— they hearken to the Voice of Azariah and 
Jabanan, who being Chief in Authority over 
the People, had an Opportunity of leading 
them back again into Egypt with the Seer So- 
lemnity. 
And may it not with Grief be ſaid unto you 
in the ſame Language as in Time paſt upon 
another Occaſion z O foolifh Quakers, who hath 
% R 
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' bewitched you, that you ſhould ſo ſoon be re- 


moved from the Truth, that has been fo evi- 
dently ſet forth amongſt you; wherein the glo- 


ſo bright amongſt Meg. that the joyful Tidings 


thereof has ſpread. itſelf be yg the Seas: and 


how great is that Fally! It ye who begun thus 


in_the Spirit, ſhould now be ſo unwiſe as to end. 


rious Light of the Goſpel of Chriſt hath ſhined 


in the Fleſh. . The Scriptures will furniſh us with: 


Variety of Inſtances concerning the Almight 


Diſpleaſure on thoſe who begun thus in de , 
rit, or made a Profeſſion of the Ways of Truth, 


and did not walk in the Paths thereof. Permit 


me to recite one which J fear 1s too much the 


Caſe with many, and 1 think it is very appli- 
cable to the preſent Subject in diſpute 7 


him, appears to have been a good Man, and 
was in a very great Poſt; but was ſo un- 


fortunate as to haye b Children: and 


although they were train'd up in the fame re- 
ligious Principles which the Father made Profeſ- 
fion of, yet had they no other Title thereto, 
fave that of Tradition ard Education. And when 
Complaint was made unto him concerning them, 


it gave him much Grief, and cauſed him to lay, 
Why do ye ſuch This gs? For I hear of your 


Foil-dealing, by all this People. Nay, my Sons, for 
it is no good Report that I hear ye make the Lord's 


People to tranſoreſs. ® 


Which plainly ſhews that it was not with his 


Apyrobuyon, neither did 917 want his Council to 


F i Samuel ; 11. 33. 
the 


We may. remember the Caſe of El, an old | 
Man, who, by the Account that is given of 


T0891 
the contrary : but I ſuppoſe out of fond Love and 
Tenderneſs (a falſe Affection to his Children) he did 
not proceed any farther with them; for which 
Cauſe the Almighty was highly diſpleaſed with 
him, Becauſe his. Sons made themſelves Vile, and be 
8 reſtr ained them not. 5 | 3 
Now this alone appears to have been Eiys 
Crime, and we may remember what befel him 
LConſequence thereof: for in one Day the Ark 
bt. God was taken from him; his two Sons, 


*% — 
os Ya: 


Ibn and Phinebas, were both ſlain; and at 


not making Uſe of the Power the Almighty had 
given him to reſtrain his diſobedient Children, 
which was his Duty, and is recorded for our In- 
ſtruction and Learning, leſt we alſo thro? a careleſs 
Diſregard of our diſobedient Sons, whom we per- 
mit to come near the Ark (or into the Church 
of God) and gather together in the Aſſembly of 
God's People; and without any Enquiry into 
their Conduct, are permitted to paſs for Mem- 
bers thereof, although many of them have no 
other Title to the Priviledge of Chriſt's Church 
than Hophni and Phinehas had; which was only 
that of Tradition and Education. Therefore let 
me intreat you ſeriouſly to confider, whether it is 
not high Time for you to uſe your utmoſt En- 
deavours in reſtraining thoſe Irregularities which 
are ſo prevailing in the Church, leſt it ſhould 
provoke the Almighty, in a ſpiritual Senſe, not 
only to ſlay your diſobedient Children, but alſo 
to break the Neck of your Authority in one 
Pay, + | 


Per- - 
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Peradventure there may be ſome, who do not 
atogether approve: of ſuch arbitrary Proceedings, 
by their Silence paſſively acquieſce therein; 
and unto theſe I beg Leave to obſerve, how it 
fared with the Men of Succoth, when they refuſed 
to aſſiſt Gideon, the Servant of the Lord, in a Time 4 
of Diſtreſs, and what v was the Conſequence of their 
| Refulnl. Ls 
In this 1 would: not be miſiinderſtood;? r. . 
do not 'want any Man to patroniſe my ene 
any farther than is conſiſtent with the Prilth, . 
and I hope every Diſciple of Chriſt will eſteem, *- 
it neceſſary to be valiant in that Cauſe, and ear- 
neſtly contend for the ' Faith, which was once deli- 
vered unte the Saints, 
Since my writing theſe Obſervations, I kak. 


met "with an Epiſtle wrote by the Yearly Meets * 


ing in London in 1718, which appears to me to 
be an excellent Performance, and J hope it will 
be acknowled ged that it was wrote by a very 
good Spirit without any Impertinence in the Au- 
thors : which 1 mould have referred to before, 
if I had known there 9 been any ſuch Thing 
extant. 

And as think chere never was a Time when this 
Caution againſt Pride and Luxury was more neceſ- 
fary than the preſent, I will here ſubjoin a Copy of 
it, with the Names of thoſe Friends who were con. 
tern'd in drawing it up; concluding it will be a 
Credit to their Memory, to have their Names 
mention'd in ſuch a laudable Undertaking. 
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A. Epi of Caution againſt Pride, 


From the N early M "ering in 
Londen 171 8. 


_— 
As 


: I 7 Ne of r Friends, 


4 TT was a Day of merciful Kindneſs, ww. 
che Love and great Power of God awaken'd 
our Souls, and enabled us, through Faith, to 


love, fear and ſerve him in Humility and Holineſs 


of Lifez and his own Work in us brought 


Honour to his holy Name, and Friends were a 


People to his Praiſe, glorifying him in Body, Soul 
and Spirit. 

It was by the fame Power our ancient F dende 
were rais'd up to bear a faithful Teſtimony 


againſ Pride and the vain and fooliſh Faſhi- 
ons of this. World, as well as all other Evils, 


and became a plain and ſelf-denying People, and 
adorned our holy Profeſſion, by their grave, modeſt 
Dreſs and exemplary Converſation. 

And a weighty Exerciſe coming upon this Meet- 
ting, by Reaſon of an undue Liberty, which too 
many under the Profeſſion of Truth run into, to 


the great Grief of faithful Friends, by Reaſon 


whereof the Way of Truth is evil ſpoken of, and 
our holy Profeſſion greatly reproach'd by many 
Men amongſt us, puting on extravagant Wigs, and 
wearing their Hats and Cloaths after the vain 


Faſhions, unbecoming the Gravity of a religious 


People. And too many Women decking them- 


felvcs with gaudy and coſtly Apparel, geld Chains, 


Lockets, 


| 
' 
| 
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Lockets, Necklaces and gold Watches, expo d to 


open View; which ſhew more of Pride and Of- 
tentation San for Uſe and Service ; beſides their 
vain Imitation of that immodeſt Faſhion of go- 
ing with naked Necks_ and Breaſts, and wearing 5 + 
booped Pettycoats, inconſiſtent with that Modeſty 
which ſhould adorn their Sex, and did Siege 
holy Women of Old. 4 
And in the, like Vanity of Mind, dived. 
mongſt us running into great Extravagahk FR 
the Furniture of their Houſes ; together i 
t Declenſion in ſome of both Sexes from that 
Plainneſs and Simplicity of Speech, ſo conſtantly 
uſed in holy Scripture, nd recommended and 
practiſed by our ancient F riengs, as well as by the 
Faithful in this Day. . 
There is likewiſe a Declenifon crept in among 
us by unbecoming Geſtures, in cringing and bownge 
_ the Body, by way of Salutations, which ought. not 
to be taught, or countenanced. 
Ad many running into exceſſive ders 
and coſtly Entertainments at Marriage Dinners, 
great Part of which would be better employ'd 
in retteving the Neceſſities of the Poor; and di- 
vers Men and Women imitating the World in 
making a Shew of Mourning»for the Dead in their 
Applet: ' 
Now this Meeting, having been under a deep 
| Senſe of the Love of Chriſt, are concern'd for 
à thorough Reformation amongſt the Profeſſors 
of Truth, and in that Love do earneſtly recom- 
mend the laying aſide of thoſe Things before- 
mentioned, and whatſoever elſe is a Hurt to 
themſelves, and brings a Reproach upon us: for 
| Certainly it does not become the Gravity of our 
Profeſſion, or any under it, to run into every 


new 


A 
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new vain, fantaſtick Mode or Faſbion, but to 
keep to that which is modeſt, decent, plain and 
uſeful. | 5 3 
And therefore Friends every where are de- 
ſired to ſtand Witneſſes againſt thoſe, and all 


other Things that tend to lay waſte our aneient 
-PTeflimony ; eſpecially thoſe who are Members 


mw 


een and Women's Meetings: for thoſe who 


id in a contrary Practice thereto, are not 


5 ; that State to tate Care of the Church of 


as the Apoſtle faith, If a Man know not 


boo to rule bis own Houſe, how ſhall he take Care 
ef the Church of God. WE. 


| Wherefore we tenderly adviſe, That thoſe who 
are bleſſed with the Riches of this World, would 


make it their Chriſtian Concern to be exemplary 
® themſelves; which certainly will be very con- 


Aucive to the much defir'd End ; for then thoſe 


of lower Circumſtances in the World would (we 
hope) be aſham'd to take ſuch undug Liberties as 
we here complain oß. 9 

And that Parents in the tender Years of their 


Children would not adorn them with gaudy Apparel, 


which Practice cannot come from the Spirit that 
leads out of the vain Cuſtoms of the World; but 
muſt proceed from Pride in the Parents : and 
Children being lead into ſuch Vanities and Fineries, 
come gradually to be in love with them; which 
is apt to increaſe with their Years to that De- 


gree, until it may be found very difficult to reclaim 


them. 8 TS, | - 
Theſe Things duly confider'd, we hope will 
have a good Effect, if Parents would endeavour 
to impreſs a Senſe of the ſame divine Principle 


1 Timothy iii. g. 3 
upon 


 exercis*d towards our Children; fo alſo towards. 
our Servants, that all Appearance of Py 2 
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upon the Minds of their Children, as reached 


and convinced themſelves at firſt; then we ſhould 


have Ground to hope, that it will pleaſe the 
Lord ſo far to bleſs their Endeavours, as to make 
the Religion of their Children's Education the Religion 
of their Judgment 

And as there ought to be a religious Care duly 


Jaleneſs and vain Converſation in them may*be 4 


F 


diſcouraged 3 and that they may be exhorted to 


attend Firſt-day and Week-day Meetings, and 


have a Senſe of God's Love upon their Spirits, 
and therein partake with us of the Sweetneſs of 
Truth, - and in the Diſcharge of their Duty to God, 


and their Maſters and Miltreſſes, and know "RY We” 


in themſelves. 


And in order that Friends may be the more Es 


hearty and effectual in ſuppreſſing the above-men- 
tioned Evils, it is abſolutely neceſſary that they 
ſtand faſt in one Spirit, labouring together a- 
gainſt the Work of the Enemy that would de- 


ſtroy the Work of God and * waſte his He- 
ritage. 


— 


. Richard C/arridpe, George Bowles, 
Theodore Ecclefton, Jobm Thompſon, 
Gilbert Thompſon, Joſiab Heale, 


Joſeph Wyeth, FYFobn Gurney, jun. 
Mailliam Armſtead, Thomas Thomſon. 
. Fobn Fream, . | 


Now 


1 rh * 


Now, Friends, by this Epiſtle, it evidently 
appears how deeply concerned theſe worthy 
Men were againſt the growing Evils of PRIDE 
and LUXURY; Which always were very de- 
ſtructive to the Chriſtian Religion, and cauf- 
eth the Daughters of the Uncircumciſed to re- 
ores... © 5 | . | 
elt alſo appears how much they labour'd to 
the People of thoſe extravagant Dreſſes, 
whith. they through Vanity were very much ad- 
dicted toz the Conſequence of which brought a 
very great Reproach on our holy Profeſſion. — 
I may ſay they not only took the Liberty of 
entering into their Chambers and Cloſets, but 
ſtrove alſo to enter into the ſecret Parts of their 
Hearts, in order to ſhew them the Folly and Va- 
* nity of ſuch trifling Things in their Dreſs and Fur- 
niture; and earneſtly defir'd that Friends would 
ſtand Witneſſes againſt thoſe, and all other Things 
which tend to lay waſte our ancient Teſtimony, and 
keep to that which is modeſt, decent, plain and 
uſeful. SET Ih 5 THe 
How far your Proceedings with me will con- 
tribute towards holding up the Hands of thoſe 
who are deſirous of reviving theſe amiable Prin- 
ciples amongſt us, I will leave for others to judge, 
and at this Time ſhall only add, That as I am 
fully perſuaded ſuch Proceedings have a natural 
Tendency to deſtroy the good Order that has 
been eſtabliſn'd in the Society, and in the Room 
thereof ſet up an arbitrary Power; the Conſe- 
quence of which will unavoidably end in Confu- 
ſion; therefore I find myſelf under a ann 
| Fa: 1 A 
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of appealing .to the Quarterly Meeting for their 
Judgment in this Affair, which pleaſe to ob- 
ſerve: | _ 2 0 


EEE And am, in much Sincerity, 


5 Your aſſured Friend, 
| London, | | 
Decem. 13, 1752. 


FOUNWEBR. 


The foregoing Letter was ſent purſuant to the 
Dire&ion, but was not permitted to be read, 
and the Meeting appointed a Committee without 
knowing or conſidering its Contents, who ſent to 
me, and deſir'd that I would attend them at the 


Chamber, at the Cloſe of the next two Weeks 


Meeting; which, according to their Requeſt, I 
readily complied with on To 18th of December 
1752 N 535 Seat 
As we were going up Stairs, one of the Com- 
mittee ſaid unto me, ** &obn, it will be neceſ⸗ 


* ſary for thee to ſtay below a little, until we 
„% have form'd ourſelves, and then we will call 


« thee up.” 


What Neceflity there was for 


. 


ſo much Form I could not ſee. However, ac- 


cording as they deſir d, I waited - below about an 


Hour, in which Time .a weighty Exerciſe came 
over my Mind, teſt I ſhould do or ſay any thing 
that did not become a Profeſſor of Truth under 
ſuch Circumſtances, + 1 5 8 1 
When I came up Stairs, I found they had 


agreed to aſk me one Queſtion, viz. —— If 


e the Meeting ſhould ſee meet to read my Sheet, 
* whether that would make me eaſy ? ” Unto 
which I anſwer'd thus ——— _ eter on 

| Indeed, 


Indeed, Friends, this is no pleaſing Taſk to 
me, but much the contrary to appear after this 


Manner; and with Regard to the Meeting's 
reading my Letter, it is not very material to me; 


they are to do as they pleaſe, IL am not to direct 
them. | 1 1 | 
They replied, That was not anſwering the 


Queltion, which was this.“ If the Meeting 


Achought proper to read it, whether that would 


make me eaſy? * = 


In this. Queſtion, I obſerved there was ſome- 
thing which J could not rightly underſtand ; for 


it ſcem'd to me, by their making this Propo- 


ſition now, that the Meeting were willing to al- 


low thefr Behaviour had not been juſtiflable ac- 
cording to the Chriſtian Diſcipline, and the good 
Order eſtabliſh*'d among Friends, ——— Or elſe 


it was on purpoſe to ſee what Anſwer I ſhould 
make; from whence. they might have an Oppor- 


— 
vy 


tunity of making their Report. 


And being willing to be rightly inform'd, I 
ſaid, ——Doth the Mevting then acknowledge their 
Proceedings with me hath not been right? ci 


One of them replied, . — © No! that they will | 


« never do, I am ſure. _ 


How far this Friend comprehended the Judg- 
ment of the Meeting, I cannot tell : but it 1s evi- 


dent to me, That f any Meeting or Aſſembly 


of People ſhould err in Judgnfent, it would be 


nothing to their Diſcredit to acknowledge it, un- 
leſs the Church is allow'd to be infallible -in her 
Decrees; and that I preſume will not be eafily 


granted in the preſent Debate: nay, the Apoſtles 
themſelves had no great Claim to Infallibility when 
they adviſed Paul to conform hunſelf unto the 


Law of Moſes, 


3 C 


- as 
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However, as my Aim and Deſign in this 
Affair was more to ſtir up ſome to make an 
Enquiry into the preſent State of the Church, 
than to gain a Victory over the Monthly Meet- 
ing, therefore J wrote unto them the following 
Letter, - . 


EEC | | 


To Friends at their Monthly Meeting 
in White-hart-court, Grace-church- 
ftreet, London. 


— 


| Dear Friends, BW iS 15 HH, ng, 
T is not my Defign to give you Trouble any 
further than to obſerve, that on the 13th 
ultimo, I wrote ſome Obſervations on your Pro- 
ceedings with me relating to a Letter, Sc. Where- 
in I told you, that I had been careful to relate 
the particular Circumſtances, with Defire that you 
might have an Opportunity of reviewing the ſame 
in the Coolneſs of your own Minds; and (if 
poſſible) without Prejudice, to confider, Whether 
your Behaviour throughout the whole Proceed- 
ings, hath not been contrary to the Rules of 
Chriſtianity, as well as the known Diſcipline of 
our Society; and inclos'd a Copy of an Epiſtle 
printed by the Yearly Meeting in 1718, that 
you might, if you pleas'd, compare it with what I 
nas ron hens [ti S eee 
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At the ſame Time I gave Notice of my In- 
tention. of appealing to the Quarterly Meeting 
for their Judgment in this Affair: but as my 
Defign in that, was only to revive that ancient 
Spirit, which once ſhined ſo bright in our Diſ- 
cipline, and to ſtir up thoſe who are qualified of 
the Lord to make a due Enquiry into the pre- 
ſent State of the Church, I ſhall hope for bet- 
ter Succeſs, if at this Time my Complaint des 
volves into Silence. Peradventure the Almighty 
_ pleaſe, in his own good Time and Way, to 
raiſe up- ſome, who in the Wiſdom of Truth, 
ſhall be capable of taking proper Care to pre- 
vent the growing Evils, which in my foregoing 
Letters I have particularly reciteeu. J 
I do not defire to enlarge any further than 
to be clear in my Teſtimony againſt Pride and 
Luxury, which at this Time ſo much abounds in 
dur declining Society, and the careleſs Regard of 
dur libertine Members, is the Cauſe of ſuch great 
Declenſion, which is more clearly expreſs d in the 
Caſe of Ely; and his two Sons, as alſo the Con- 


ſequenceꝰ; which, I think, would be well if we 


were ſeriouſſy to conſider, and uſe our utmoſt 
Endeavours to reftraiy theſe Evils there men- 
e 5d el. 3d. Ty 
It is true, I am ſtill of an Opinion; that whats 
ſoever is directed to; or laid before the Church, 
ſhould not be kept a Secret, but publickly read in 
the: Meeting: and then, after ſuch Reading, if 
it ſhould be thought proper to appoint a Com- 
mittee for the Contracting of Buſineſs, in ſome 
Cafes it niay be expedient, provided that Liberty 
is given, and every Member permitted to be 
preſent, who may have ſome Concern on their Minds 
about the Matter in Hand. 2 


[ 116 ] 


But if a Letter is directed to the Meeting, 
and they proceed to the appointing a Committee 
without knowing or conſidering its Contents, and 
impower them to treat with the Author as they 
think proper, without his being permitted to be 
heard by the Meeting, it is, in my Opinion, a 
Method no ways commendable; and not only ſo, 
but contrary to the Goſpel Rule, as well as the 
e Order eſtabliſn'd amongſt Friends. © 

For when a Propoſition comes before the Meet- 
ing, which may be of ſome Conſequence to the 
Society in general; I think it is not expedient 
for them to hurry it into the Hands of a Com- 
mittee, without firſt knowing and confidering its 
Contents, eſpecially thoſe who ſhall permit par- 
ticular Perſons to have a Peruſal of it at their 
own Houſes; which encourages. theſe curious Peo- 
. to be always for the appointing of Committeęs, 

cauſe they will be let into the Secret, and have 
the Opportunity of TOO: it Fe and cons 
fering thereupon, 

In Conſequence of this, they qualify Mane 
to judge for the reſt; and by this Means keep 
the greateſt Part of the Meeting in Ignorance. 
If the Apoſtles had been of this Diſpoſition, how 
eaſily might they have carried on their Buſineſs 
by appointing a Committee amongſt themſelves, 
whereby Matters would haye been eafily ſettled 
and determined without conſulting their inferior 
Brethren, or having any Debates in the Church. 
It is very likely their Authority might have 
been as great, and as good as any Sect of People 
that are now extant, thus to determine Matters 
without conſulting their Brethren: but it is evi- 
dent by their Debates, when at Jeruſalem, that 
they follow'd no ſuch Cuſtom, neither was it ſafe 
— iis Wha - - 
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for them fo todo, which is not only confirm'd by their 
Example, but alſo by the Apoſtle Paul's writing to the 
Corinthians, wherein he fays, that the Head cannot ſay 
to the Feet, I have no need of you; and that the Beauty 
and Comelineſs of the Body confiſteth in the re- 
gular Uſe of all its Members in their proper 
Places; and I hope the Apoſtles did not want 
Wiſdom to carry on the Affairs of the Church. 
I know no Reaſon why any Member ſhould 
be excluded hearing and giving his Judgment 
relating to any Propoſition that is made to the 
Meeting. Saying, We ſhould have endleſs 
Diſputes by Variety of different Sentiments, is 
but very little to the Purpoſe ; for the Apoſtles 
had great Cauſe to plead thus, when certain of 
the Sect of the Phariſees had been much diſput- 
ing about keeping the Law of Moſes : But when 
Pger roſe up and ſpake with ſuch Demonſtration 
ef the Spirit, the whole Multitude kept Silence, and 
ave Audience, 
And I have great Reaſon to conclude, it would 
be much more to our Advantage, if we were 
ſolidly to wait on the Lord, and maturely to con- 
ſider of any Propoſition that is made to the Meet- 
ing, before we put it into the Hands of a Com- 
mittee, without having any Regard to the Per- 
ſon from whom it came; ſuppoſing it is one 
of our weakeſt Members : for the Almighty 
doth not ſtand in Need of the Abilities, or the 
Qualifications of Men to bring about his Defigns 
and Purpoſes : but on the contrary, it is often- 
times his Pleaſure to chuſe the fooliſh Things of 
this World to confound the Wiſdom of the Wi iſe, 
for this Reaſon, that no Fleſh ſhould glory in 
his Preſence. 


13 Without 
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Without doubt the Practice of the Apoſtles is 
worthy of our Imitation; alſo the Power of the 
Spirit is the beſt Authority for us to deal with 
all unruly Members, who will reſiſt and gainſay 
the Truth with their learned Arguments: but 
then, Friends, let us remember that by this Power 
and Authority in the Spirit, it will command the 
whole Multitude to keep Silence and give Audi- 
ence. And if any Man hath not this Spirit, it 
will be far more excellent for him to keep St: 
lence in the Church of Chriſt, altho! his Diſcourſes 
may be very elegantly decorated with Learning and 
Eloquence. 

I have nothing more to add, 920 that 170. 
member when the Shanamitifh Woman tequeſted 
that the Prophet Eliſba would grant her a Fa- 
vour of very great Conſequence, ſhe ſtrenuouſly 
intreated. him not to truſt a Servant with Wat; 
ters of ſuch great Importance; and how far Nr.,. 
Felten her Example is worthy of Imitation, NR 
Making an Enquiry into the preſent State of the 
Church, I ſhall leave for your ſerious Co nfidera- | 
tion: alſo the dreadful Calamity that befel the 
Children of Hrael, when they return'd back again 


into Egypt, according to the Advice of Azariah 
and Jobanan; but contrary to the Command of 


the Lord by the Prophet Jeremiah. 
Thus concludes him, Who is, 
: in n much Sincerity, 


CE”. loving Friend, 
London, F 
N 185 27441 


Being 
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Being now apprehenſive that ſome Care would 
be taken to regulate thoſe Things which I had 
great Reaſon to complain of, I waited ſome Time, 
hoping I ſhould ſee others ſtirred up in true Zeal 
for the Cauſe, and willingly join their Hands to 
the Work, in order to -bring about a general - 
Reformation, which many would rejoice to ſee, 
although I found that there were- but very few 
that were willing to be engag'd in ſuch an Un- 
dertaking 3 and being fully convinced what would 
be the Conſequence without a Reformation, 1 
wrote the following Letter, 


eee dan aaa. 


A F riends at their Monthly Meeting 
* * in White-hart- court, Grace-church- 
nt London. Oo ro 


Dior Friends,” 


OM E time fince, I wrote you my Reaſons 

for withholding my Appeal to the Quar- 
terly Meeting ; ; alſo my Opinion relating to any 
Propoſition that is made to the Church, as well 
as my Thoughts on the dreadful Calamity that 
will unavoidably attend all thoſe who are now 
going back again into Egypt. 

At the ſame Time 1 told you, I did not deſire 
to enlarge any farther than to be clear in my Teſti- 
mony againſt Pride and Luxury; which at this 
Time ſo much abounds in our declining TM: 

a 
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a | Taſk not very agreeable to Fleſh and Blood: 
However that, and the Conſequence of ſuch a 
Teſtimony, I ſhall leave unto Him who ruleth all 
| Things well. 

It is true, 1 am not at all unf=nfible what 
Cenſure I ſhall meet with from thoſe whoſe Minds 
are blinded by the God of this World, inſomuch 
that they cannot ſee the Danger of falling into 
the vain Cuſtoms and fooliſh Faſhions thereof; 
but as J ſeek not the Favour of Men, fo like- 
wiſe I regard not their Frowns; and I humbly 
hope the Almighty will be pleas'd to ſtrengthen 
me for this Work whereunto I am called, and not 
permit me (in his Cauſe) to Ave any Reſpes unto 

erſons. 

It remains then for me to tell you, That I 
am not eaſy in my Mind concerning the pre- 
ſent Situation of our Society; therefore am obi 
to acquaint the enſuing Quarterly Meeting of 15 


not by way of Complaint or Appeal, but by way ß 


Information, that they may take into their leri. : 
ous Conſideration thoſe Things, which I am fully 
2 is highly neceſſary, in order to bring 
ack and preſerve the loſt Sheep of the Houle 
of a... 
This alone i is the A and fervent Defire of 


Your loving Friend, 
London, | e y 
March 14, 1753. | Foe 
„ . 0 . 7 n WEBB. 


At the Time of the Quarterly Meeting, I ſent 
them a Letter ng to my ere which 


Was as follows. pf Sh. | 
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Er TT To Re open ye 


To the Quarterly Meeting of Friends 
to be held at Devonſhire- houſe 
in London. 


Dear Friends, 


OME. time fince, a deep Concern came o- 
ver my Mind on Account of the many Diſ- 
orders that appear'd to me in our declining So; 
ciety; and on that Conſideration it was that I 
was conſtrain'd to obſerve how neceſſary it would 
for our Monthly Meeting to enquire into the 
isur of ſome of her Members, whoſe Ir- 
regu arities were ſo prevailing, that it — 
great Diſgrace on the Church of Chriſt. 
Whether there was any Neceſſiry for ſuch an. 
Enquiry, or any Authority for me to make this 
verbal Propoſal, I will leave for you to deter- 
mine. However, as it was rejected, I could not 
be eaſy without writing unto them my Thoughts 
on chat Subject; which I {till conclude is ac- 
cording to the Advice of the laſt Tay Meet- 
in | 
But this alſo was rejected, and the uncommon 
Proceedings which follow'd thereupon, will be 
further known in the inclos'd Book, which I have 
ſent for your Peruſal: and I apprehend there are 
ſome Things worthy of ſerious Conſideration, 
and calls for Aſſiſtance and Advice, in order to re- 
{train thoſe Evils which are more particularly men- 
tion'd therein. 


It 


hl 


* o ” e 


unto the Children of f (a Rot: ance highly 


favour'd by the Almighty) but were then exalted _ 


in their own Imaginations, and follow'd the Coun- 
ſel of their own Wills to ſuch a Degree of Blind- 
neſs, that they could not ſee any Neceſſity of 
adhering to the ſimple Advice of the Pro- 
het. 
4 IT remember, that when Baruch the Scribe came 
into the Houſe of the Lord, with the Roll that was 
wrote from the Mouth of Feremiah, he met with 
a very rough Entertainment from the Princes of 
Judab, becauſe it contain'd no y”_ | Tidings.an 
to them and their King, unleſs they wei 
obedient unto the Word of the Lord, ang wn 
from the Evil of their Way. * 
But Jeboiatim, the King, inſtead. of cede 3 
the good Inſtruction from the Hand of the Pro- 
phet, he cut the Roll into Pieces with a Pen- 
knife, and caſt it into the Fire; Yet they were not 
afraid, nor rent their Garments : z neither the King, 
nor any of bis Servants that heard all theſe Words, 
which Jeremiab the Prophet had caus'd to be 
wrote. Although it muſt be obſerw'd, that the 
King was ſo far honourable as to permit the 
Roll to be read before he deſtroy'd it. | 
Now, Friends, how far the Monthly Meeting 
of Grace-Church-Street, have follow'd their Exam- 
ple in refuſing to permit any Enquiry. being 
made into the preſent State of the Church, and 
concealing every Propoſition leading thereto 3 and 
| whether 
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whether there is not a very great Cauſe for us to 
uſe our utmoſt Endeavours in reſtraining the 
growing Evils of Pride and Luxury, which at 
this Time ſo plentifully abounds in our So- 
ciety ? —— I ſubmit unto your ſerious Conſi- 
deration. | No 3 
I am not defirous of Contention and Debate, 
and ſo far as relates to my Perfon, I paſs over in 
Silence: and for this Reaſon it is, that I deſire 
to be excus'd attending any Committees that may 
be appointed hereupon (unleſs the Veracity of 
any thing I have advanc'd ſhould be call'd in 
queſtion) for I make no Complaint or Appeal to 
the Quarterly Meeting concerning it. 
I only think it my Duty to acquaint you 
with theſe Particulars, and where I find the Cauſe 
Truth is injur'd, I hope it will not be eſteem'd 
lecsme, if (according to our own Principles) 
Mira faithful Teſtimony againſt it. 5 
And as IJ apprehend every Action relating there- 
to ſhould be plain and honeſt, according to the 
Nobility of the Chriſtian Diſcipline ; therefore I 
deſire this Letter may be publickly read in the 
Quarterly Meeting, who then may further judge 
whether there is any Neceſſity for them to take 
ny Notice of thoſe Things above recited. 


Thus concludes, - 


. Your loving Friend. 
London, . 


| March 26, 175% : | 70 HN WEB B 


The foregoing Letter was receiv'd, and four 
Friends were appointed to go out and ſee if it was 
. done 


n Þ 


proper to be laid before the Meeting. At their 
Return they reported, That it might be read, but 
the Book was too large to be read in the Meet- 
ing; therefore that was laid aſide intirely. The 
Letter only was read; and after ſome Debate, 
they reſolvd upon not receiving either; and for 
that Reaſon it was return'd back again to me 
with this Anſwer, viz. That it did not come re- 
« gularly. before them: and concluding that they 
were reſolv'd not to make any Enquiry into the 

ſent State of the Church; therefore at the en- 
ſuing Yearly Meeting I preſented the following 
Letter in Perſon; ſuppoſing ſome Queſtions would 
be aſk'd, which I thought would be my _ ta 
be ready to anſwer, | 


SSSSEEGESEEEESSESSEE a 


To the Yearly Meeting of Friends » 
ze beld at White hart-court, 
Grace-church-ſtreet, London, 


— 
4 


Dear Friends, 


MONGST the various Pocken and 

Denominati8ns of Religion that have been 
in the World, and the Variety of Exerciſes that, 
have attended the Profeſſors from the Beginning 
thereof, none has appear'd to me more Difficult 
than that of pointing out the Errors and Miſ- 
takes of our Brethren 3 who are too apt to think 
it is an Indignity offer'd unto them, when. ck 
| uch 


F 
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ſuch Thing c. comes from a younger Brother; be- 
cauſe they generally conclude he cannot be ac- 
quainted with theſe Things without many Years 
Experience. A natural Conſequence with thoſe 
who do not ſee any Neceſlity for the Revelation of 
Jeſus Chriſt, in order to qualify thoſe whom the 
Lord hath. calbd to aſſiſt in the carrying on the 
Affairs of his Church. 
It is obſervable, that in very early Times, when : 
Joſeph was engag' d in this excellent Service, he 
found it a very difficult Taſk to perſuade his 
Brethren to walk in the Paths of Obedience: 
and when in the Simplicity of his Heart, he told 
his Dreams unto them, they only hated him the 
more; and could not be eaſy in their Minds un- 
til they had ſold him into Egypt : but the Lord was 
#4 Joſeph, and be was a proſperous Man. And 
augh they rejected his Counſel, and purſued 
e. Methods to prevent its taking Place i in their 
Hearts, yet the Almighty was, pleas'd ſo far ta 
condeſcend, as to ſhew unto them how neceſſary 
it was for all thoſe (who are willing to partake 
of ſuch heavenly Food, when there is a Famine 
in the Land) to be very careful how they ſlighted 
or rejected the Advice, of a ꝓounger Brother, 
which is recorded for | r Inſtruction and 
Learning, | 
In no better Light did they look upon that good 
Man Elijah, when he counſelled Abab, King of 
Hfael, — turn from the Evil of his Wa ph who, 


N 0.4 


inſtead of receiving the good Inſtruction from the 
Hand of the Prophet, ſaid unto him,.“ Art 
thou he that troubleth J/rael ? “ But Elijah 


aid unto the King, I bave not troubled Ifrael, but 
| thou and thy Father's Houſe ; in that you have for- 
ſaten the Commandments of the Lord, By which 

ng) „„ 
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ppears in what Manner he was receiv'd by them; 


it ar 


and what was the Cauſe of ſuch a Reception! 
and whenever any Perſon is concern'd to main- 
tain this noble Teſtimony, for the Cauſe of Truth, 
T eonclude he will generally be look d upon as a2 
Troubler of the People. ä 
And although it is the common Conſi uence 
of the Faithful in all Ages, thus to be pr d 
Troublers of the People; yet we may remember, 
it is only with thoſe who have forſaken the Com- 
mandments of the Lord; and to eſcape their Cen- 
ſure, is attended with the ſame Difficulty | as to 
reconcile Darkneſs with the Light. | 
And the Prophet Jaiab, although fo well qua- 
lified -with Learning and Eloquence, yet was not 
capable to pleaſe the People when he ſpake thus 
unto the favourite Tribe of Fudabh ——— 4b, finds 


Nation, a People laden with Iniguity, a Seed of * = 


Doers, Children that are Corrupters , they have . 
 ſaken the Lord, they have provoked the holy One 
of Iſrael unto Anger, they are gone away barks 
ward. And when he told them that they had 
erred from the Truth, and wanted to have Pro- 
phets accordin g to: their own Minds, that would 


5 propbeh ſmooth Things unto them; they in no 


wiſe approv'd of his Counſel, neither would they 
hearken to the Voice of InſtruQion. 5 

"How it fared with that faithful Man, the 
Prophet Jeremiah, who did not hide his Teſti: 
mony againſt his Brethren, when they turned theit 
Backs upon the Word of the Lord, is till left upon 
Record: And Song they could not diſpute 
his Authority, or gainſay his Teſtimony z yet they 
were ſo far departed from the Truth, that they 


* Iſaiah i. 4. 


refum' 


L 127 J. 
preſum'd to put Jeremiab into the Dungeon, be- 
cauſe he honeſtly told them, That they had pro- 
wvoked the Lord unto Anger, by the Evil of their 
Alſo that ' honeſt Shepherd, the Prophet Amos, 
when his Mouth was open'd againſt the formal Pro- 
feſſors in the Days of Feroboam, who were. at 
Eaſe in Zion, and laid upon Beds of Ivory, and 
ſtretebed themſelves upon their Couches, and eat the 
Lambs out of the Flock. At the ſame Time they 
were very lofty in their Profeſſion, concluding 
they were the People with whom Wiſdom re- 
mained : yet the Prophet had Authority to tell 
them,  ——— That he High Places of. aac 
ſhould be defolate, and the Sanftuaries of Iſrael 
ſhould be laid waſte ,, which were Tidings no ways 
acceptable unto them. Therefore Amaziab, the 
Prieſt of Beibell, ſent immediately unto Jero- 
beam, King of Iſrael, to acquaint him with theſe 
Things, ſaying, —— Amos bath conſpir'd again 
' thee in the midſt of the Houſe of Iſrael; ihe Land 
is not able to bear all bis Words. * F8 0 
Buy this it appears how greatly diſtreſs'd this 
poor Man was, leſt the Truth of what Amas 
had faid ſhould be known unto the People; which. 
would call in Queſtion the Behaviour of ſome. 
of the Rulers in permitting them to go on in 
their evil Way, inſomuch that the Lord ſaid un- 
to them. I hate, I deſpiſe your Feaſt Days 
and 1 will not ſmell in your ſolemn Aſſemblies : 
notwithſtanding all this, Amaziab the Prieſt ſtrove 
all that lay in his Power to hide this Teſtimony 
from the People; and to keep out the Light from 
amongſt them, left in the Brightneſs thereof they 


* Amos vii, 10. 


ſhould 
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Mould diſcover the ſuperficial Pretenſions of the 
Prieſt, which would tend to leſſen his Power and 
Authority over his Brethren ; and that he could 
not bear: for it is evident he ſought to maintain 
his Authority, and to keep up his. Reputation 
amongſt the People, far more than to turn them 
from the Evil of their Way, wen I fear is too 
often the Caſe. os | 
However, it appears that he was unwilliny g to 
uſe Violence unto the Prophet, being one of thoſe 
good-natur'd Men who propheſied ſmooth Things, 
and preached a great deal without ſaying any 
thing unto the People, and may be compar'd 
to a pleaſant Song, with which many of the Singers 
in Jrael are now delighting their Hearers. But 


alas! daily Experience ſhews us how few there are 


that are turn'd from the Evil of their Way by 
theſe pleaſant Songs! r 

But to return, Aunaziab was. very defirous of 
the Prophet s Abſence; therefore he ſaid unto 
him, — O thou Seer, Go, flee thee away unto the 
Land of Judah, and there eat Bread; but pro- 
Pheſy not again any more at Bethell ; for it is the 
King's Chapel, and it is the King's Court. As 


N thank he had ſaid, O my Friend, this Doctrine 
will not ſuit ſuch a polite Congregation as fre- 


qnently attends here; who have for a long Time 


paſt been indulged and permitted to run into WW 
the vain Fopperies and fooliſh Vanities of the World F 


to ſuch a Degree, that it is now ecomte very 
difficult to reclaim hend. Tt. 


And being exalted unto the g of. a Prieſt, 


of Conſequence concluded that he knew beſt what 
to propheſy at Bes bell; and could not ſubmit to 


be inſtructed by a Shepherd; or permit any En- 
quiry 
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quiry to be made into the Conduct and Beha: 


his Charge, * | 
And now, Friends, having premiſed theſe things, 
by which it evidently appears, what a Reception 
the Faithful always met with from the Beginning 
of the World; eſpecially from thoſe who made a 
very great Profeſſion of the Truth, but were un- 
willing the Light ſhould make manifeſt unto them 
what was their Duty therein. 
And on this Conſideration, the formal Profeſſors 
in all Ages made Uſe of their utmoſt Power, Wil- 
dom and Argument to keep out this Light. And 
Amaziab (although a Prieſt) was one of this Tribe, 
who greatly oppos'd the true Light ; and being a 
great Man in a high Poſt, was the better qualified 
to do the greater Iujury to the Cauſe of Truth. 
Thus it often happens when great Men miſtake 
their Way, what a Multitude of People they draw 
after them; eſpecially thoſe who appear to be 
zealous for that Cauſe which they make Profeſ- 
. g on 
The Caſe of Jobanan is a very particular In- 
ſtance of ſuch a fatal Conſequence: for when he 
heard of the Evil which Iſpmael had done unto the 
Houſe of Gedaliah, in a valiant Manner he went 
and reſcu'd all the Captives out of his Hand: for 
which noble Act he was had in very great Eſteem 
among the People. But when he came to dif- 
pute with the Prophet l and took upon 
him to perſuade the People to go back again 
into Egypt, and not to hearken unto the Voice of 
the Lord, what a great Miſtake he led them into, 
and what dreadful Calamaties befel them on that 
Account. 


viour of thoſe whom he eſteem'd to be under 


K. Hy might 
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clude. 
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TI might recite in what Manner our Lord and his 
Apoſtles were receiv'd by the Profeſſors in thoſe 
Days, and what follow'd, becauſe they teftified unto 
be World, that their Deeds were evil: which Teftimo- 
ny they could not bear. Alſo what Sufferings our 
ancient Friends met with from the formal Pro- 
feſſors in their Time, who could not bear the 
Light which they bore Teftimony unto z but the 
Time would fail me, therefore I haſten to con- 

And now, Friends, let me intreat you ſeriouſly 
to conſider, whether there is not a Spark of this 
Spirit got amongſt the formal Profeſſors in our 
Society, who cannot bear the true Light ; and uſe 


their utmoſt Endeavours to keep it out, parti- 


cularly the Monthly Meeting of Grace-Church- 
Street, who have made fo much Oppoſition, leſt 


an Enquiry ſhould be made into the preſent State 
of the Church. Alas! my Friends, what Reaſon 


can there be aſſign'd for this? 

And let me alſo intreat you that are ſpiri- 
tual, not to be haſty in Judgment, but weigh 
and conſider calmly the Nature and Cauſe of the 


preſent Diſpute, which I preſented unto the laſt 
Quarterly Meeting in London, that they might ſe- 
rioufly conſider of theſe Things; who return'd 


it back again to me with this Anſwer, 


wh That 


« it did not come regularly before them.“ 


And although it was ſubmitted unto their ſe- 
rious Conſideration, ** Whether there was not a 


very great Cauſe for them to uſe their ut- 


„ mot Endeavours in reſtraining the growing 


c Exils of Pride and Luxury, which at this Time 


* ſo.much abound in our Society?“ Yet 
they judged there was no Neceſſity for them to 
take any farther Notice of it, and deemed a Pro- 

” poſition 
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poſition of that kind to be irregular, and contrary 
to their Rules of Diſcipline: | 
Blut if the foregoing Letters were permitted to 

be read, I cannot underſtand how they will make 
it appear it did not come regularly before them, 
unleſs they deem every thing irregular that has any 
Tendency to make an Enquiry into the preſent State 
of the Church, and if that is the Caſe, I conclude 
1t will be in vain for me to aim at Regularity in Point 
of Diſcipline. 


However, that you may farther judge of the 
whole Affair from the Beginning, I now preſent 
the incloſed Book, with the ſame Letter I ſent un- 


to the Quarterly Meeting, and I deſire you will 


pleaſe to permit me to addreſs you in the ſame 
Words, which I ſtill think are no ways irregular, 
but confiſtent with the Truth, and according to the 
good Order eſtabliſh'd amongſt Friends at the Be- 


- mHaning.- * 1 
|  T would not be tedious, and far is it from my 
Intention to be troubleſome,, notwithſtanding the 


incloſed may appear in that Light unto thoſe who 


do not calmly conſider the Nature of the Caſe. 
And whatever Cenſure is thrown upon me relating 
to my Perſon, I hope I ſhall patiently bear it. At 
the ſame time permit me to maintain a faithful 
Teſtimony for the Cauſe of Truth, which at this 
Time I have ſome Reaſon to believe is greatly 


. oppreſs'd in the preſent Diſpute. What your Sen- 


timents may be I cannot tell; however, Time will 


produce the Event, and ſhew whether there is any 


Neceſſity of making an Enquiry into the preſent 
State of the Church; and particularly into ſuch Ar- 
bitrary Proceedings, which at this Time are per- 


K 3 ER | mitted 


e | 
mitted to remain in our Society without an MED 
tial Judgment. 

The "Advice which good King Hezekiah gave 
unto the Prieſts and the Levites, that they ſhould 
cleanſe the Houſe of the Lord, and carry out the 
Filthineſs thereof; ſeems to be very neceſſary for 
us to take at this Time: and that we ſhould begin 
at the inner Part to cleanſe it: that the Almighty 
may be pleaſed to reſtore unto. us Judges as 
at the firſt, and Counſellors as at the Beginning. 
And as our worthy Friend George Fox faith in one 
of his Epiſtles All that is contrary to the Light, 
and Life, and Love, may be brought to Juagment, 
and by that Light condemned. 

Il make no doubt but that there are many Ex» 
cuſes ready to be made, in order to ſet afide the 
righteous Law of God in adminiſtring Judgment 
upon the tranſgreſſing Nature. But let us not for- 
get how Jeſbua, the Servant of the Lord, and the 
Elders of Vrael, were beguiled by the flattering 
Speeches of the Hivites, when they enter'd into 
League with them, and aſked not Counſel at the 
Hand of the Lord; but ſuffer'd them to dwell in 
the promis d Land, contrary to his Command- 
ment. Alſo how it fared with Vrael, who through 
Folly had tranſgreſs'd the Covenant of the. Lord, 
when Achan coveted the Babyloniſb Garment,” with 
the Silver and Gold. And let a godly Jealouſy 
ariſe in our Minds, leſt there ſnould be many a- 
mong us, who delight to wear this Babyloniſb Gar- 
ment, and whoſe Hearts are now coveting after 
Achan's Treaſure; which the Controverſy of the 
Lord is againſt, and is the Cauſe why we cannot 
ſand before. our Enenues, but are led away into 

Captivity 
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. Captivity by the vain Cuſtoms and fooliſh Faſhions 
of this World; which evidently appear in our So- 
ciety, and are grievous unto the Sincere-hearted to 
behold. | OY 3 
That we are thus led away into Captivity, 1s 
not to be diſputed : and I fear it will alſo appear 
that we are willing to permit the Hivites to dwell 
in our Land, and defirous of making a League 
and Covenant with them for the Sake of their 
Riches, without ating Counſel at the Hand of the 
Lord. — 5 : 
But alas! my Friends, this will not do, for the 
the Lord is angry with us as a People as he was 


with I/rael of old; and for the ſame Reaſons, in 


. that wwe have departed from the Commandments of 
the Lord: and ſome Reaſon I have to believe, 
that he is now ariſing in terrible Majeſty, and will 
certainly ſhake the Foundations of the Earth; and 
the earthly Part of our Society in particular. It alſo 
appears to me, that it will be like unto the Day of 


Jacob's Troubles, in which Time all the light, 


trifling Profeſſors of the Goſpel of Chriſt will be 
ſwept off from his Church, even as Chaff from the 
"Wheat. -. © : 5 


"With fervent Defire for the Proſperity of Truth, 


and a due Regard for the bleſſed Union therein; 
earneſtly recommending that all thoſe who wiſh well 
to Zion, would be careful to ſtand faſt in one 
Spirit, and faithfully labour to be clear in their 
Teſtimony againſt Pride and Luxury, which has 
ſuch a dreadful Tendency to deſtroy the Work 
of God, and lay waſte his Heritage, that it 
is abſolutely neceſſary for us, not only to 
be valiant therein, but likewiſe to witharaw 
PE our 
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our ſelves from every Brother that walketh aiſ- 
orderly. 


Thus concludes, 


Your loving Friend, 
London, 2 | 
June 11, 3˙ | LE | 
1 FOUNWEBB. 


Not long after I had laid the Letter, &c. on 
the Table, it was aſk'd, Who brought that Par- 
cel into the Meeting ? Unto which I anſwer'd, 
« 1 am the Perſon that brought it into 
« the Meeting. Then Enquiry was made, 
Whether it was brought by a Londoner? If ſo, 


that ſome Country Friends. might go out to 


| inſpect it, and fee if proper to be laid before 
the Meeting, I reply'd, © My Name is Job 
« Mebb, and I live in London.” 

The Meeting then proceeded to nominate three 
or four Country Friends for that Purpoſe ; but ſome _ 
of the Londoners were very ready to offer their 
Service : and as that was apprehended to be ra- 
ther too forward for them to intermeddle, un- 
til the Judgment of indifferent People were: firſt 
obtain'd ; — John Gutteridee (a Member 
of our Monthly Meeting) made a very candid 
Propoſal, viz. * That no London Friends ſhould 
ego out with the Country Friends, leſt it ſhould | 
ce be thought that they prepoſleſs*d the others a- 
e gainſt it;“ which was a very good Caution, 
but was not regarded, becauſe ſome of the London 
Friends did go out along with the others. 
What were their Motives in going out along 
with the Country Friends to peruſe the forego- 


* a ing 
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ing Letter, when they were deſir'd to the con- 
trary, I will not ſay, ——— Or whether they ſaid 
any thing to prepoſſeſs the others with Prejudice 
againſt it, I cannot tell: however, at their Re- 
turn Samuel Fothergall reported It was not pro- 
«© per to be laid before the Meeting: but if the 
Meeting pleaſed, they would confer with the 
* Author To-morrow Morning at ſeven o'Clock 
“ in their private Capacities about it.” 

Whether the Meeting acquieſced with that Pro- 
poſal, and were unwilling to be troubled with 
the Contents of that Letter, I know not; altho 

I am ſtill of an Opinion that the Repreſentatives 

for the ſeveral Counties in England, &c. ſhould 

not have been ſo haſty in paſſing over the Bu- 
ſineſs of the Meeting in dach a lender Man- 
ner, without enqu:ring into the Particulars there- 
of; or be ſo eaſily ſatisfied with the Report of ano- 
ther concerning it. open 1 
And as I was pretty well aſſured what would 
be the Conſequence of a Conference in their pri- 
vate Capacities; therefore, as ſoon as I came out 
of the Meeting, I went Home and wrote the follow- 
ing Letter. 6 EE 


F 


7⁰ Samuel Fothergall a This preſent 
| 8 


Friend Samuel Fothergall, Wa 
I N Anſwer. to thy Propoſal of conferring with 
me in a private Capacity, relating to what 1 


fult now deliver'd to the Yearly Meeting, inks 
| this 


1 
this Opportunity to acquaint thee, that I have not 
Freedom to. attend any Conference or Appoint- 
ment of any Committee, unlefs it is by the Au- 
thority and Direction of the aforeſaid Meeting, 
for divers Reaſons, too tedious here to men- 
tion. 

What I have wrote has aroſe from a deep Con- 
cern of Mind which I have been burthen'd with 
for ſome Time paſt; and its Contents is only a 
Propofition, That an Enquiry ſhould be made into 
the preſent State of the Church, and a Caution a- 
gainſt Pride and Luxury, which ſo plentifully a- 
bound in our Society, with the uncommon Cir- 
cumſtances that have attended; and am fully per 
ſuaded it was my Duty to preſent it to the Bere 
Meeting, and highly neceſſary for them to be ac- 
quainted with it. 

Whether they will receive it or not, is not 
very material to me, fo that I am eaſy in my Mind 
in the Diſcharge of that which I believe is requir'd 
of me to be my Duty. And with Regard to a 
Conference, I had much rather be excuſed, un- 
Jeſs the Meeting deſires it, and by their Au- 
thority. 

However, if thou, or any other F Bend 
Friends, have any Counſel or Advice to ier 
in a private Manner, I am very willing targagive. 
it at my own Houſe in the Steel-yard. (not far from 
the Meeting) at any Time that ſhall be ap- 
pointec. | 

If thou wilt pleaſe maturely to conſider the 
Cauſe of the preſent Debate, I have ſome Reaſon 
to believe thou wilt put a favourable Conſtruction 
upon it. 1 


And 
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And I hope thy Counſel and Advice will ſpring 
from the Spirit of Love and Life, which will de- 
mand a due Reverence and Regard thereto, and 
will be moſt acceptable to, | 


Thy loving Friend, 
London, a 
June 12, 1753- 
. TFOHANWEBB, 


P. S. If the Meeting will not receive what 
I have wrotez I requeſt thou wilt pleaſe 
to tell them, That J deſire it may be re- 
turn'd.to me again. | 


| The above Letter was ſent by my young Man: 
and by him I underſtood, that Samuel Fothergall 
intended to come to my Houſe the next Morning, 
therefore waited at Home for that Purpoſe, but 
he never came. Whether there was any Miſun- 
derſtanding by the Lad, who brought me this 
Meſſage, I cannot tell; or whether he intended 
a Viſit, is not ſo very material: however, if he 
had attended unto the Contents of my Letter, he 
might have eaſily underſtood, that I was not un- 

will ta give him a Meeting in a private Manner; 
neither: was I afraid of having a Conference with 
them, provided it was by the Deſire of the Meet- 
ing, and by their Authority: but with Regard to 
a Conference in their private Capacities, I had 
great Cauſe to object for ſeveral Reaſons. And 
why he did not think well to tell them the Con- 
tents of this Letter, I will not pretend to ſay; 
and obſerving that he made no Reply, nor any 
Report to the Meeting for ſeveral Days, I was 


ſome- 
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ſomewhat ly about it, well knowing that the 
Meeting was hos drawing nigh unto a Concluſion, 
therefore I wrote unto him again as follows : and 
leſt he ſhould be hurried through the Multipli- 
city of Affairs, and thereby forget it, I ſent it un- 


to him in the Morning of the ſame Day, while 
he was in the Meeting. 


CCC 


To Samuel Fothergall ; zhzs preſent. 


Friend, Samuel Fothergall, 


Ex ADVENTURE it may ap 8 ſomewhat 

ange unto the Meetin no 
— 3 to thy Propo ao o of a Conference 
with me: therefore be Dink) to refer to mine of 


the 12th Inſtant, in which ſome Reaſons are given 


why I cannot comply with that Propoſal. 
And as I apprehend nothing is more deſirable 

in the Chriſtian Diſcipline, than to preſerve a got 

Harmony among Friends on the Principles of 


Report is 


Love, fo likewife I conclude, that it is highl7 


neceflary for us to be careful to prevent any 
Miſunderftandings that may ariſe between us. For 
as, we profefs one Lord and Maſter, traveling to 
one and the fame Place; Why ſhould we 0 out by | 
tbe Way? 

On this Conſideration. it is that I once more 
requeſt thoy wilt pleaſe | to tell the Meeting (if 


Wn 


1 


they will not receive what I have wrote) that I de- 
fire it may be returned to me again. 


Which will very much oblige, 
Thy loving Friend, 


London, 
June 15, 1753 · 


FOHN WEBB. 


At the Receipt of this, one might have reaſon- 
ably imagined that he would have immediately 
ſtood up, and told the Meeting the Contents 
of thoſe two Letters, whereby they might have 
had an Opportunity to make ſome Enquiry into 
the Affair, which was then before the Meeting; 
but contrary to my Expectation, he refuſed to make 
any Report to them on that Day: therefore I wag 


then fully convinced that he joined with thoſe who 


ſought to oppreſs the Seed of the Kingdom, other- 
wiſe he would not have delay'd making his Re- 
port unto the laſt Day of the Meeting, which evi- 
dently ſhews, that he intended to deprive the 
Meeting of knowing the Contents of my Letter 
to them, and likewiſe to prevent any Enquiry be- 
ing made into the preſent State of the Church, 
which Was the Conſequence ; for on the 16th 

June (the Jaſt Day of the Yearly Meeting) Samuel 
- Fothergall ſtood up and ſaid thus to the Meets 
"El Friends, you may remember in the early Part 
e of this Meeting, a Parcel or Pacquet of Letters 
was laid upon the Table, and a few Friends 
ec went out to inſpect and fee, if proper to 
6 be laid before this Meeting. In dipping in- 
“ to it, we apprehended it was not proper ta 
66e be laid before the Meeting, becauſe it did not 
HY: come 


N 
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come regular. However, in Tenderneſs to the 
Author, we propos'd to have a Conference 


cc 


cc 


with him the next Morning. 


Cc 


The ſame 
Day, in the Evening, I receiv*d a few Lines 
from the Author, intimating, that he could not 
confer with us, unleſs it was by the Appoint- 
* ment and Direction of this Meeting; there- 
fore I return it again to be laid upon the 
« 'T able.” 

Then an elderly Friend, who Gt neir the Ta- _ 
ble, took it into his Hand and faid, —— © Is 
e the Perſon here that brought it into the Meet- 
ing? Unto which I ſtepp'd forward, and 
ſaid, “ Ye; ; here Jam: and accordingly 
he deliver'd it into my Hand, As ſoon as I 
recciv'd it, I held it in my Hand, and ſpake thus 
to the Meeting, F Fan the Contents of 
this is only a Propoſition, that an Enquiry. 
* ſhould be made into jhe preſent State of the 
& Church, and a Caution apainſt Pride and Lux- 
% ury, which ſo plentifully abound in our de- 

e clining Society; with the uncommon Circum- 
ſtances that have attended it: and if you will 
_ © not receive what I have wrote, and it is the 
<* Senſe and Judgment of this Meeting that it 
$ ſhould be return'd to me again, I am willing 
* to receive it.“ Unto which, after ſome 
Pauſe, and the Meeting in profound Silence, Wil- 
liam Dilcworth, Clerk to the Meeting, a very mo- 
derate Man, and of a friendly Dippoſition, ſaid, 
1 As it doth not come regularly, I believe 
the Judgment of the Meeting 1s, that it ſhould 
debe returned,” —— Unto which I reply'd, — 


« J have nothing more to ſay,” and ot with- 
drew from the Table. 


* 


o 
4 


* 


- 
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Not one Perſon then preſent made any farther 
Reply, or aſk'd any other, Queſtion concerning it, 
taking for granted that it was irregular z although 
the Friend that made this Report, acknowledged 
himſelf at the ſame Time, that they had not fully 
confider'd the Contents; notwithſtanding it was in 
their Poſſeſſion ſeveral Days: for (ſays he) In dip- 
ping into it, we apprehended it was not proper to 

be laid before the Meeting, becauſe it did not come 
regular. But how they were capable of judging 
pf its Contents by dipping into any particular Part 
of it, I am at a Loſs to conceive! Indeed I am 
more inclin'd to think that they were aſſiſted by 
thoſe London Friends, who went out along with 
them, by which Means they were qualified to judge 
of its Irregularity. However, as ſoon as I with- 
drew from the Table, a Member of Grace-church- 
fFreet Monthly Meeting, ſaid, “ ͤ think it 
« would be well, if ſome Friends were to adviſe 
& with that Friend that he ſhould not go and print 
<« it,” But unto this Propoſition I made no An- 


ſwer. ——— Then another Member of the fame _ 


Monthly Meeting ſaid, — * It will be well if 
% John Webb will make Anſwer to that.” I re- 
ply'd, ** I have nothing more to fay at pre- 
$6 ſent... : | 
When the Meeting broke up, another Friend, 
who lives in London, was very deſirous of giving 
me his Advice, which was as follows, —*< John, 
I would have thee be careful what thou art a- 
c bout, and take the Advice of Friends, and not 
go and print any Thing out of Unity with the 
Society, for it may be dangerous. I think I 
te am ſorry that thou didſt not make an Anſwer 
0 thereto.— By this Advice I could not per- 

| ceive. 
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ceive there was any Neceſſity to give any Anſwer, 
therefore I ſaid, —<© Very well.“ 3 
On ſeriouſly reflecting upon what had paſs'd 
in the Meeting, I could not but obſerve how un- 
willing ſome of the Members of Grace-church- 
fireet Monthly Meeting were, leſt theſe Proceed- 
ings ſhould appear in publick Print; which ſeems 
to carry with it ſomewhat of a Fear that they had 
acted inconſiſtent with thoſe Principles which 
they make Profeſſion of; otherwiſe they would 
not be concern'd if it was publiſhed upon the 
Houſe-top : for the Truth will always bear the 
Light, and the more it is enquir'd into, the 
brighter it will ſhine upon thoſe who make a Pro- 
feſſion of that bleſſed Principle. PF I 
- Having now recited the, whole Affair from the ' Il - 
Beginning, that you might have an Opportunity 
of knowing what an arbitrary Power is now got 
up in our Society; the Conſequence of which wil! 
unavoidably end in Confuſion, and in a ſpiritual _ 
Senſe, will be attended with ſuch-like Calamities . 
as befel the Children of Ira, when Amaziab and 
Jobanan led them back again into Egypt, con- 
trary to the Commandment of the Lord by thjge 
Prophet Jeremiah. And altho' I have no Thoughts " 
of drawing a Parallel, or any Defire of being 
eſteem'd a Prophet, well knowing my Infirmities, 
and how unqualifi'd for ſuch an Undertaking; yet 
AS it is ſo deeply impreſs'd on my Mind, I muſt 
now addreſs you in the following Words. 
And now therefore hear ye Remnant of the ' 
People, call'd Qu AK ERS, for this is the Word 
of the Lord concerning you. F you wholly ſet 
= your Faces to enter into the World, and go to ſo- 
| fourn there, then it ſhall come to paſs, that there 
| ye ſhall die; and none of you ſhall remain or 
eſcape with any ſpiritual Life, for the Anger of the 
Lor 


. = — — 
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Lord is kindled ogainſ all thoſe who ſet their Faces 
10 go back again into the World, and if they go 
tbitber to ſojourn, there they ſhall die, and leave a 
Reproach behind them. 
Therefore , my beloved Friends and Brethren, 
whoſe Welfare 1 greatly wiſh, let me intreat you 
not to look back again upon the World, and to 
ſet your Hearts upon thoſe trifling Vanities which 
are to be had there, OE” they may be more 
* ßpleaſing unto your fleſhly Appetites than the Oni- 
ons and Garlick which the Children of {rae! luſted 
after when they looked back again, upon Egypt. 
No, my Brethren, let us turn our Backs upon the 

World, and look forward unto the heavenly Jeru- 
alem; for the Almighty hath great and precious 

* Things in Store for his People: and if we perſe- 
4+ 5 vere, and go forward on our Journey, we ſhall not 
only be fed with his ſpiritual Manna in the Wil- 
'*  *derneſs, but we ſhall likewiſe have Power to tread 
under Foot thoſe fooliſh Things which have had 
Poſſeſſion of our Minds, and led us away into 

-.%. Captivity: and in lieu thereof, we ſhall willingly 
take up the Croſs of Chriſt, the only Means to 
I obtain à Crown of Glory that fadeth not away; and 
when the Eyes of our Underſtanding are open'd, 
then we ſhall look into the Myſteries of his Kingdom 

and clearly ſee, that in our Obedience unto the holy 
"Croſs of Chriſt ; a Path not very pleaſant unto 5 
Fleſh at firſt ſetting out, yet there is more ſolid Plea- 
ſure to be found therein! in one Day, than can be ob- 
tained in all the Splendor of the Egyptian Court in 
a thouſand Years. 
I ſhould here lay down my Pen, but the Cry of 
the Oppreſſed loudly calls for my Aſſiſtance: 
therefore I muſt now repeat my Requeſt unto you, 

which I ſometime fince defir'd, when I wrote unto 

the — for ſuffering F riends that they Hank 
ta — 


: 8 
27 
* 
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take off that cruel Yoke of Oppreſſion which ĩs now 
permitted to remain upon John Littell, your ſuf- 
fering Brother, who 1s {till confined for his Chriſtian £4 
_ Teſtimony. 

What Reaſon they had to refuſe that Letter 8 
being read in the Meeting, they alone are beſt a- 
ble to aſſign: but to me it appears as tho' they 
diſregarded the Cries of the Poor, and were re- 
ſolv'd to ſtop the Mouth (or hold the Pen) of 
him who is concern'd to plead the Cauſe of the +, 
Oppreſſed. And although he hath been ſname- 
fully deſerted by thoſe who ſhould have been his 
Friends; yet ow! the tender Mercies of the Lord, 
he ſtill ſurvives ſuch Treatment, and remains un- 
ſhaken. Port be prejudic'd, but hear impartl- / 
ally; for by your haſty Judgment upon hearing 

| _ one Side of the Queſtion, ye have fallen in- 
to Error, whereby ye have condemned the Inno- 
cent with Cenſure of being Obſtinate, and at the 
ſame time have let the Guilty go free. i 

It is not my Intention at this time to 3 * 
you with the Particulars; therefore ſhall only add, &#* 
that I have great Reaſon to believe, that the 
Monthly Meeting of Chelmsford have been the A 
We 474. Cauſe of all the ill Treatment that poor 
Man has met with, becauſe they took Part with the 
Prieſt againſt him, and repreſented the Proſecutor 
to be a humane, good-natur'd Man, and ſorry for 
Fobn LittelPs Impriſonment even to the ſhedding of 
many Tears. But according to the little 1 
ſtanding I have in the Law, his Sincerity would 
have appear'd more bright unto the World, if he 
had been ſilent when John Littell mov'd the Court 
of King's Bench, to ſhew Cauſe, why he ſhould 
not be diſcharged ; 3 after he had been in Priſon 
above a Year and a Quarter #c for the Non- payment 
of 
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" df Sixteen Shillings for Tithe of his Wind- mill, 
by which Means he might have been eaſily diſ- 
charged out of Priſon, if the Proſecutor bad been 
ſo inclined. 

And as he did not remain filent on that Mo- 
tion, I think the Prifoner had but very little 
Cauſe to ſet any Value upon his Tears; al- 
though the Friends of Chelmsford ſhould enter- 

| tain ever fo great an Opinion of his Humanity, 

or Good- nature! and how far they have joined 
with him in this Proſecution, I apprehend will > 
be better underſtood by plain ſimple Facts; for 
they ſpeak louder than Words. One of which I 
will here tranſcribe out of Jobn Tindall's Affi- 
==” davit, which was made Uſe of before Philip Nor, 
„the preſent Chancellor of England, ee call'd 3 
| the Baron of Hardwicke, &c. in 1 747. 


2 
„„ 
* +» > _— hy 


hben this Deponent (Viz. 7. 7 indall) told 
1 3 « 13 That if he diſputed his Right by Law, 
EE e he would give the ſaid Jobn Littell a one 
af © © to take the Opinion of any eminent Coun- 
„ ſellorat Law, as to the Right: and would con- 
7 &« ſent to ſubmit to ſuch Counſellor's Opinion, 
if the ſaid Fobn Littell would likewiſe ſubmit 
to the ſame: but he abſolutely refuſed ſo to 
* do. And this Deponent then applied to one 
+ Mr. Jobn Banks of Chelmsford aforeſaid, a 
* Quaker, and to ſeveral other Friends and Neigb- 
e bours of the ſaid John Littell F the ſame mw ; 
*« ſuafion, telling them the Offer he had made; 
8 deſiring they would talk with him about it. 
„They afterwards. told this Deponent, they 
found he would not comply with his Pro- 
* poſals, and as the Diſpute was a Matter of 
1 «© Right 


SS, 
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« Right in Law, thought he was wrong in ner 
Lo: * complying t therewith. * 


As the whole Affair i 18 likely to be publihed 
by Jobn Littell, who, 1 preſume, is beſt quali- 
fied to give unto the World a more circum- 
ſtantial Account of all the Proceedings, than 
is in my Power to give; I ſhall not make any 
farther Obſervations thereon, ſave that it natu- 
rally leads me to aſk the Friends che pron 
tioned, Whether they imagine that the Prieſt 
is intituled to the Tithe which he there de- 
mands, becauſe it appears to them to be a 
Matter of Right in Law ? Or whether they 
think that the honeſt Quaker's Conſcience ſhould 
be ſettled according to the Counſellor's Opini- | 
on? Either of. which appears to me to be 
inconſiſtent with our Chriſtian Teſtimony which 
the Lord hath been pleaſed to call us 6 Faith- 
fulneſs therein. Neither is it poſſible for any 4 
Counſellor to judge of the Neceſſity which is 
laid upon us to bear a Teſtimony againſt ſuch 4 
an Antichriſtian Demand! And what is more 
extraordinary, that the Friends of Chelmsford © 

ſhould imagine, that John Littell doth not ſuffer 
Impriſonment on Account of any conſcientious 
Concern, that he hath in refuſing to pay the 
Tithe thus demanded, - but out of an hilinatk | 
Diſpoſition, and will not take the _Advige of 


L Friends! But to return 


When a Complaint was made unto the Quar- 
| day: Meeting of Eſſex, concerning their Behaviour 
at Chelmsford, inſtead of enquiring into the Par- 


tieulars of the S and relieving their 
n mjured 


. 


* 
* 
Wa; 


* 
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injured Brother, they refuſed to give any An- 
ſwer thereto: and when it came before the 


4 early Meeting at London, in 1747, the Com- 
mittee of Appeals called upon the Repreſenta- 


tives of the Quarterly Meeting to make their 


Defence; who inadvertently afferted a Falfity : 


whether it was with a Deſign to ſereen them- 


ſelves from Cenſure, I cannot tell. However, 
the Committee of Appeals, taking for. granted 
what the others had aſſerted, in a haſty Man- 


8 
X 7 T 


ner, came to a Concluſion, without enquiring 
into the Truth of their Allegations, and threw out 


his Complaint. The Conſequence of this, and 
the Quarterly Meeting's Proceedings, hath been 


of very great Injury unto this poor Man, and 
hath ftrengthen'd the Hands of h 
and without doubt has been the Cauſe of his 
- Proceeding in this rigourous Manner, as ap- 
a 7 in another Part of the foregoing Affidavit, 


is Proſecutor; 


* * 
2 
- 


« And that if the faid ohn Tittell would 


; © pay the Coſts, this Deponent would for- 
6 — the Tithes in Arrear: the ſaid Friends 


«laid, Nothing fairer could be offered. And 
<< upon the faid Jobn Littell's refuſing to com- 
< ply with the ſaid Offer, they condemned 


Þ 


„ him, ſaying, He was an obſtinate Perſon.” 


A very: remarkable Inſtance of Good-nature 
and Humanity! That a Man ſhould offer to 
forgive a Debt which doth not belong to him, 
either in Law, Equity, or Chriſtianity ! And did 
the Friends of Chelmsford ever ſay, That nothing 

0 ))) ane 


„ 

fairer could be offered! That he ſhould be re: . 
leaſed out of Priſon, on the Condition of pay- d [4 
ing the Charges If this Affidavit be true, 
ſurely they have forgot that there was ever ſuch i 

a Man upon Earth as GEORGE Fox! Or that 
there now is a Hiſtory of the People called 
QUAKERS in Being, which was wrote by WI L- 

LIAM SEwz T! 8 N 

With Regard to the Inadvertency with „dich 
I accuſe hs Repreſentatives of the Quarterly 
Meeting of Eſſex, I do not go by Hear-ſay, . 
neither do I take for granted the Report *of _ 
| another, without hearing both Sides of the 
Queſtion. No, Friends, I have Copy of your 
own, Proceedings to prove it, and I defire an 
Opportunity, at your next Yearly Aſſembly, ta 
make good my Charge. At which Time, if 7. 
ye do .not think proper to enquire into the © 
Truth of theſe Things, and take i Gdien: 
deration the Contents of my Letter to .th# 
Meeting for. Sufferings, on the ſame Subject; 

1 am apprehenſive it will lay me under an Obli- 
gation of publiſhing that Letter, in order ta 
vindicate the Truth, and clear the Oppreſfſed 
from the Odium of thoſe Reflections which you | 
have unjuitly permitted to be thrown - upon | 
him. I am obliged to acquaint you in this 7 
publick Manner with my Intention, becauſe it \ 

is likely, if.] write a private Letter, it " not \ 
be read, but eſteem'd irregular, 4 - 

And "1 hope it will not be look'd upon W 
Piece of Preſumption, if I remind you what #0 * 
happen'd unto the Tribe of Benjamin, when 
they. TOS to + enquire into the Behaviour of 
| ſome 


ON 
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ſome of their Brethren, who had uſed the Le- 
dite's Concubine in that barbarous Manner, which 
z cauſed the Honeſt-Hearted amongſt them to — 
gather together, even as one Man. And ibe 7 
Tribe of Iſrael ſent Men, through all the Tribe if 
7 Benjamin, /azing, What Wickedneſs is this that 
done among you ? But the Children of Ben- 

4 1 inſtead of permitting this honeſt En- 

quiry to be made amongſt them, and ſuffer 

Juſtice to be adminiſter'd on the Head of the 

Ipanſgreſſors, were inclined to put themſelves 
into a Poſture of Defence; and thereby juſti- 
fied themſelyes in a bad Cauſe, which was 

the firſt Beginning of the Quartel between 

them. 

Peradventure they might think it would be 
a Diſgrace to their Tribe, if they permitted 
ſome their Brethren to be publickly chaſ- 

rding to the Nature of ' their Crimes g 

Wo - Erefore it was that they ſo obſtinately re- 
fuſed to comply. But the Conſequence of re- 
ſiſting the Truth is always attended with very 
dreadful Calamities, which was their Caſe on. 
that Account: for when the Tribe of Benja- 

min firſt ſet out in that unhappy Affair, they 
were computed to be Twenty-fix' Thouſand 

„ Seven Hundred Men: but before the Battle was 

ended, they were reduced to no more than Sie 

Hundred, who fled into the Wilderneſs, and 
were obliged to hide themſelves in the Rock -Y 
Rimmon. "a 7 | 
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by Judges xx. 12. 


Such 
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Such was, and always will be the Conſe. 
uence with thoſe who obſtinately refuſe to 
ſobmit to the Truth, and dare to juſtify them; * 
ſelves in a bad Cauſe: It is true, they may 
hold ont for a Time, as did the Children of - 
Benjamin; but when the Lord raiſeth up his 
Servants to fight in his Cauſe, he will not only 
cloath them with the Armour of Truth, and + 
the Shield of Faith, but likewiſe he will give them 
the Sword of the Spirit, whereby they will be = Wo] 
enabled to overcome the whole Tribe of Op- 
ſition, and the Children of Error will be o? 
2355 to * unto the Rock Rimmon for wr "4 
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p. 43. * 27. Fen: "I r. Thiel Degge. 
"Pk 96, J. * did contain, r. did not contain. 
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